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Part 79—The End of the Road (Section 2)

Richard Lockyer, ose, concludes his long-running series

R:e)aders will recall that it was suggested in Part 75 that the length of this series
f articles about King George VI varieties could be compared to taking a
journey to Vladivostock by taxi. The end of the road is now well in sight and this

final part

will conclude what has proved to be, for the author, a fascinating tour

through a philatelic era that has so many different aspects worthy of attention. The
short reign of King George VI is a cornucopia for the collector seeking varieties.
Re-entries, retouches, watermark errors, plate damage and repair, changes of
perforation, damaged and polluted overprints and examples of hand painting, as
well as shades from the numerous printings, are all there to find. Although many
stem from wartime supply and production difficulties, the immediate years after

the end of World War II brought similar

the security printers.

Way back in Part 1, (GSM, August 1986)
attention was drawn to the need to acquire
knowledge. It is hoped therefore, that this
long series, although primarily devoted to
the study of King George VI varieties, has
widened the understanding of a short, but
intriguing philatelic period for collectors
already studying the era. In addition, for
collectors newly attracted to this aspect of
philately it is to be hoped that the series
has provided enough information to help
broaden their collecting interests

problems that all had to be overcome by

usually a Director, who would tour an area
of the world, calling on officials who were
responsible for placing stamp contracts.

They would show examples of the products’

of their firm, and leave with these officials
a copy of the firm’s brochure.
Faux considered that it was most
robable that the Chairman of Waterlow
asked for the bicoloured stamps to be

made, realising that their current issues,
using single colours were not really
competitive. As an example, Faux pointed
out that the Malta 1s. in black, of a Maltese
girl wearing a faldetta, was hardly likely to
inspire anybody, but a medallion printed
in a bright colour could make all the
difference between a drab and a colourful
appearance. As a final aside, he recalled
writing to the Waterlow Company when
they ceased printing in 1960, authorising
them to pass over all dies, transfer rollers,
printing plates and other items to De La
Rue. He considered it likely that in turn
they sold the Waterlow archives, which
included the samples, when they sold their
own in the late 1970s. It seems likely that
the Chairman’s experiment was short
lived, as the batch described seems to be
the only one discovered—unless, of course,
this account brings others to light.

Waterlow sample stamps from Malta

and tempt them into a fresh field
of collecting. The search to find
varieties brings the thrill of the
chase, which can only add to the
enjoyment of a great hobby.

Waterlow samples
The bicoloured stamps for Malta,
illustrated here, are most unusual
and bound to catch the eye. They
are mounted on white paper
carrying the Waterlow watermark
and form one of ten similar sets
for Antigua, Basutoland, Cay-
man Islands, Cyprus, Malta Self-
Government, Northern Rhode-
sia, Nyasaland, Turks and Caicos
Islands and St Helena. Careful
examination reveals that all the
medallions with the head of the
King were most carefully cut out
and then transferred to another
value in the same set, thus
making bicoloured stamps.
The late Marcus Faux, who was
the Chief Inspector of Colonial
Stamps at the Crown Agents,
expressed the view that they |
were produced for publicity
purposes, by the firm’s over-
seas sales unit. He explained
that in the late 1940s all three
security firms, Messrs De La
Rue & Co Ltd, Bradbury
Wilkinson & Co Ltd, and
Waterlow & Sons were in
serious competition with each
other in their search to obtain

contracts for definitive issues

of stamps. Each firm had

a senior member of staff,
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T-marks—the Chairman’s explanation

Nearly 50 years ago W T Williams wrote to Waterlow and Sons seeking an explanation for
the ‘T" guide marks he had found on copies of the Great Britain 5s. overprinted for use
in the Middle East. He received a reply from P A Waterlow, the Chairman of the
Company. This was published in Stamp Collecting on 24 September 1954 and is set out in
full as it can be regarded as the definitive answer and explains why these marks can be
found on different stamps printed by the company.

‘Dear Sir,

King George VI High Values

In reply to your query regarding the “T” mark traced in the above stamps, this mark is
used by us when transferring printing plates and is used to line up the transfer cylinder
with the marked out plate. It is cut into the original die on both sides of the stamp and
taken up together with the stamp impression when the transfer cylinder of the die is made.

The method of use is to move the cylinder in the transfer press until such time as
these marks coincide with the marked outline of the plate. This may entail several
attempts before correct alignment of the stamp is obtained. When the correct position
is found, the cylinder is held in position and the various marks made and the area of
the marked outline on the plate are removed by burnishing.

In this particular instance, we would imagine that these “T” marks have not been
completely burnished out. It sometimes happens that to the transferrer’s eye the
burnishing is complete, and in the facing of the plate with chromium these marks
become able to print due to the building up of the deposited metal around these
burnished marks, making them just prominent enough to give a weak impression.

For this reason we try to place these marks in some position of the engraving, where
it is either rolled out by transferring or hidden by surrounding work.

All stamps are transferred in this manner and not solely the ones in question.
Yours faithfully,

Waterlow & Sons Ltd.

P A Waterlow,

Chairman.’
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Although examples of “T-marks’ have appeared regularly in this series, it will be as well
to illustrate the type that caught the eye of W T Williams on the overprinted 5s. value for
use in the Middle East (Fig I) and make the point that they also occur on the
unoverprinted GB stamp. They are listed in the SG Specialised and Commonwealth
catalogues. “T-marks’ on the 5s. are not easy to find. They exist, in different positions, as
a conventional, inverted (Fig 2), doubled or a partial ‘T" from different plates. However,
for a real challenge, readers should try and find an example on the 25.6d. value even
though they are larger than those on the 5s. Examples of the conventional upright ‘1"
exist on the 25.6d. GB stamp and those overprinted for use in Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat,
EAF Somalia, BMA Eritrea and BMA Somalia. (Muscat is as yet unlisted by Common-
wealth.) In fairness to those on the Waterlow staff who had to burnish out the marks on all
the plates produced by the company they did an excellent job. The comparatively few “T-
marks’ that can be detected on the stamps printed by the company are proof of this.

Watermark errors—an explanation by The Crown Agents

In September 1954, the Crown Agents some stamps were printed on such paper

published an announcement in their Stamp
Bulletin. Tt read ‘... in March, 1951 it was
discovered that a making of the CA script
postage stamp paper had been delivered
- to the printers with a faulty watermark, a
temporary repair to the dandy roll not
having been made with due care and one
of the crowns in the watermark being in
consequence of incorrect pattern at inter-
vals. Sheets of stamps had already been
despatched overseas before the irregular-
ity came to light, and it was not then
practical to trace and eliminate the blem-
ish.” They further stated that ‘before the
incorrect crown was affixed to the dandy
roll, a quantity of paper was made while
the correct crown was missing and that

and issued in the normal course.’

Prior to this disclosure, C P Rang, editor
of GSM, had discovered the incorrect crown
on a block of British Guiana 2c. Postage
Due stamps and called it the ‘St Edward’s
Crown’ because of its close resemblance to
it. He described the event in the following
words, ‘I was looking rather casually at a
block of colonial Postage Dues in the
Editorial Reference Collection the other
day when my eye caught sight of some-
thing so unbelievable that my hand reached
up instinctively to readjust my spectacles.
But no, the watermark was quite clear, and
standing out unobscured in the bottom
margin was a strange crown, not mis-
shapen but quite conspicuously different

in design from the others surrounding it.
So came to light the most outstanding
variety it has been my fortune to find. The
stamp I was looking at was the 2c. British
Guiana but it was not long before the same
variety turned up on the 16c¢. St Lucia and
later; through the kindness of Mr M W
Muscott on the 1d. Basutoland.” (GSM,
September 1954).

Embarrassing
Marcus Faux, during a conversation with
the author some years ago, revealed how
embarrassing it had been in the early
1950s when dealers and collectors dis-
covered the existence of two St Edward’s
Crown watermarks appearing in place of
the normal crown on some Multiple Script
CA issues. The explanation he gave casts
an interesting sidelight on human nature
as well as paper production and was the
result of an enquiry by the Crown Agents
into the embarrassing affair after it had
been reported in philatelic magazines.
The story begins with a report by the
works manager at Bradbury Wilkinson
when he observed that his printers were
complaining that the surface of the paper -
varied and could become significantly
rougher than normal. This necessitated
adjustment to the printing machinery. He
suggested to the Crown Agents that their
problem could be solved if the surface of
the paper was made with a constant tex-
ture. After some enquiries the paper
inspector at the CA found that the differ-
ence in the surface of the paper, which was
90 per cent rag, occurred because work at
the Wiggens Teape mill at Ivybridge,
Devon, ceased at 6.00 p.m. and restarted
the following morning, resulting in differ-
ences between reams of paper. His recom-
mendation that continuous production
through the night would eliminate the
problem was adopted. However, the CA
Inspector at the mill was only on duty until
6.00 p.m. and during the night the paper-
maker was in sole charge. While working
one night he noticed that a couple of the
crowns were missing on the 66-inch-wide
dandy roll and instead of stopping produc-
tion and waiting for an engineer to replace
them the next morning, he decided to
remedy the situation there and then.
Unfortunately, he did not realise that the
spare crowns kept in two separate boxes
were different, and life being what it is, he
selected the wrong sort and fitted them to
the dandy roll, failing to report the matter
when he went off duty in the morning. His

Script CA
watermark
showing
missing crown

: Script CA
watermark with
St Edward’s
Crown error
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action resulted in the existence of the now
well-known and valuable St Edward’s
Crown watermark varieties on a few King
George VI stamps and one is left to ponder
if perhaps he did what he did because he
did not want to endanger his pay packet by
stopping production. Whatever the reason
the ‘human touch’ created some worth-
while King George VI varieties.

A tiring task

A friend of the author, Ian Arnold-Jenkins,
who as a young man worked for Mr J
Sanders, a well-known dealer in South-
ampton, can recall searching through
sheet after sheet of the postage dues of the
period, looking for the maverick water-
mark—a tiring task, as they are difficult to
see. On the other hand, anyone fortunate
enough to have large blocks or even panes
of the %d. Bahamas brown-purple issued in
February 1952 could find either the
‘Missing Crown’ (SG 149ea) or ‘St Edward’s
Crown’ (149¢h) as the thin paper makes

detection very easy. It appears from known
examples that the left pane is a more likely
source. A glance at the catalogue listing
will show that a successful discovery is
worth celebrating!

Just before leaving the subject of water-
marks, an item contributed by ‘Ubique’ in
Stamp Collecting (21 December 1946) is
most relevant. He posed the question ‘Did
you know the reason for the change in the
watermark of British Colonial stamps from
Roman to Script characters?” He admitted
ignorance until Mr George of the Guild-
ford Philatelic Society at a ‘Brains Trust’
meeting supplied the answer. Apparently,
the old style of lettering was punched out
of brass and soldered on to the dandy roll.
They tended to break away, necessitating
frequent replacement. The script char-
acters, on the other hand, were fashioned
in wire and sewn on, which gave them a
much longer life.

Finally, the opportunity is taken to pay
tribute to the late Marcus Faux. He was

The story behind the overprinting of GB stamps with a swastika and ‘JERSEY 1940
is outlined in the Great Britain Specialised Catalogue. However, O W Newport writing
in Stamp Collecting (4 June 1954), described the results of his research, which adds
additional information. The events bear retelling to draw attention to a brave
Channel Islander who stood up for his principles in a dangerous situation.

Soon after Jersey was occupied by German troops on 30 June 1940 the
Commandant (identified as Captain Gussak by O | Simpson) ordered the acting
postmaster, Mr O F Mourant, to forward his stocks of British stamps to Bigwoods,
who were the printers to the States of Jersey, to be overprinted with a swastika and

* JERSEY 1940’. In the event, Mourant supplied small quantities of stamps and an
official order for the overprinting to the printer. Proofs were first made on the Postal

Centenary set, with the exception of the 1d. value, which was not available. This was

done by means of a small swastika and type carved in wood so each stamp was

overprinted individually. A single proof block of the King Edward VIII 1%d. also
exists.

A swastika was then cast, the rest of the inscription was set up
in type and the whole recast. While the work was going on the
Bailiff of Jersey strongly protested at the defacing of the King’s
head and the matter was referred to Berlin. As a result, orders
were given for the overprinted stock to be destroyed. However, as
Newport pointed out, as so often in
such cases, some escaped. He also
noted that a copy of the Post Office
order for the overprinting existed and stated that two sets
to the Is. and two Postal Centenary sets were known. The
Specialised Catalogue notes that only four complete sets
(without the 1d. definitive or 1d. Centenary stamp) and a
few singles are known to have survived. Examples of the
%d. definitive and the %d. Centenary issue are illustrated.

Newport gave details of the number of stamps
overprinted, based on information from ‘an official source’ that was reliable. The
numbers were as follows. 1938 definitive issue: %d to 1s. (not 1d.), 60 of each; 2s.6d.,
5s., 10s., four of each. Postal Centenary issue: %d. to 3d. (not 1d.), 40 of each.

Simpson, writing in Stamp Collecting (16 October 1969), noted that Bigwoods, at
the same time that they were doing the overprinting, prepared a 1d. local stamp in
red showing the Arms of Jersey surrounded by a belt bearing the words ‘Etats de
Jersey'. It was printed in sheets of 30 (10x3) and was also known overprinted with a
swastika and ‘1940’. They were never issued; however, one or wo imperforate sheets
escaped destruction and fell into the hands of collectors. He also drew attention to
some ld. stamps overprinted with several swastikas brought back from Guernsey
after a raid in 1940, but did not know anything about their production.

always ready to give help and advice to so
many collectors of King George VI
material throughout his tenure as Chief
Inspector of Colonial Stamps at the Crown
Agents and then as their Philatelic Archiv-
ist, followed by many years of happy
retirement. This enabled all of them to
gain even more enjoyment from a fascinat-
ing hobby and there is no doubt that
everyone who came into touch with him
will recall his memory with respect and
admiration. Certainly, those members of
the KGVICS who helped him to celebrate
his 100th birthday in May 2000, with his
wife Barbara, will long remember the
Jjoyful occasion in their company.

A President’s collection

Stamp collector President (Monaco 337)

On the other side of the Atlantic, President
F D Roosevelt was a world-renowned
stamp collector. After his death, Harmers
sold the second half of his collection in
New York on 1 and 2 April 1946. Among
the lots was a set of die proofs of the
Canadian War Effort series of 1942 which
fetched £654, whilst a fine unused copy of
the 1935 British 2)d. Silver Jubilee stamp
in Prussian blue established a new high
record of £88. It seems most probable that
the latter was the better investment. The
whole collection raised £52,717 and in-
cluded the section devoted to Hong Kong,
the President’s favourite country, which
had been started by his grandfather in the
middle of the 19th century. This only
made £116 and one is left wondering
whether it is still in existence and if so, the
price it would make if offered for sale
today.

Gum 3

R E Darnton, a-well-known aficionado of
King George VI stamps in the post-war
years, contributed an article in Stamp
Collecting (16 February 1946) entitled ‘By
Gum! Its Influence on Shades’. He drew
attention to his purchase, after a lengthy
search, of a complete collection of KGVI
first printings. It was notable that any fresh
value or colour that appeared after 1938
was lacking. He considered it a most in-
structive acquisition, as there was no trace
of yellow gum on any of the stamps. The
gum was white. He went on to comment on
the effect of climate on gum and how the
combination of heat and damp played a
great part in altering its colour. This dis-
colouration, in turn, had an immense influ-
ence on the colour of the stamp itself, and
was apt to lead to endless confusion and
wrong thinking. In his view a stamp which
had undergone a change of colour owing
to a greater or lesser degree of gum stain-
ing was nothing more or less than a change-
ling and no serious collector would dream
of loading up his album with masses of so
called shades, when these were nothing
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but false witnesses and not the genuine
article. Harsh words for a shade collector
to read when doing his best to assemble a
range of printings, particularly for a colony
located in the tropics or sub-tropics. How-
ever, a note in GSM (January 1945) adds a
supporting word of warning. It reported
that the Crown Agents had stated that the
Jamaica 5s. released in November 1944
had come from a supply received from the
colony. However, the value had been
printed on very white paper since 1942
and the creamy appearance of the new
release had to be attributed to the effect of
the climate. This instance was another
reminder that this factor should always be
borne in mind lest too much reliance was
placed on the tone of paper as evidence of
original colonial printings, which some
collectors suggested should be listed.

Fakes and forgeries

Stamp Collecting (16 July 1954) publicised a
warning from the Expert Committee of
the British Philatelic Association that
several fakes and forgeries had come be-
fore them. These included forgeries of the
St Lucia 1949 4c. perf 14%x14 (SG 149a),
the Bahrain 1950-51 %a. on %d. with value
omitted (71) and the 1948 Silver Wedding
pair from the Morocco Agencies (Tangier)
with the overprint omitted on one (255a).
Faked imperforate between pairs affecting
the Newfoundland 1937 48c. (267) and
the Sierra Leone 1938 1d. (189a) had also
been identified, together with a Gibraltar
1938 2d. with watermark sideways perf
13% that had faked perforations. It is clear
that an authenticating certificate should
always support varieties such as these. An-
other tale exemplifies how over-optimism
linked to a lack of knowledge or common-
sense can lead to a complete waste of
money. Recently someone proudly boasted
to a dealer how a visit to the Channel
Islands had proved to be very profitable; a
couple of unmounted mint King George

Madame Joseph forged cancellations on
Falkiand Islands stamps
e Fdwd i
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VI Great Britain 2d. bisects had been
purchased for a little over £10!

Fortunately, all is not doom and gloom
and there is a bright side when considering
fakes and forgeries. For example, Brian
Cartwright, of the Stanley Gibbons Com-
monwealth Department in the Strand was
awarded a large vermeil medal for his
entry of ‘Madame Joseph Forged Cancella-
tions’ at the 2004 Autumn Stampex. How-
ever, in turn, this reminds the author of a
story related to him by the late Barney
Kleinberg, who was a well-known dealer in
King George VI material who frequently
advertised in GSM. In his younger days,
shortly after the end of World War I on his
return from active service in Malaya, he
had to fulfil an urgent order for some very
fine used high value King George VI
definitives. He had heard of another dealer
who was reputed to have a very large stock
and sought his help, only to be told that
they were currently unavailable, but could
be supplied without fail later in the day ...
Is it possible that some of them reappeared
as part of an award-winning entry at
Stampex in the autumn of 20042

Wartime bravery

The 1940 Australian Imperial Forces set is
well known and the flaw on the butt of the
soldier’s rifle is listed in the Commonwealth
catalogue (CW S$4A). The name of the
soldier was Gavin Reilly. In December
1942, his unit was advancing through
heavily defended Japanese positions when
he was badly wounded by machine-gun
fire. He called out to his friends not to try
to rescue him, as it was certain death if they
did so. They persisted, so he pulled the pin
from a hand grenade and blew himself up
to save unnecessary casualties. As GSM
(May 1944) noted “Those who served
alongside Anzacs in the last war will
recognise the breed.’

Conclusion

For many

Four stamps were issued in 1940 to
honour the Australian Imperial
Forces. A flaw on the soldier’s rifle
can be found on the 1d. stamp

(R2/2)
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jears plate flaws on ng George VI sfémps,were dendedas ‘fly specs’,

despite the work of H Moreton Black, ] H B Carson, Niall Fair, Philip Halward, F
Bentley Kettle, Alan Leverton, Frank Saunders and other stalwarts mentioned in this
series. However, nowadays the catalogues list many major varieties and it is fair to
say that they, together with a host of minor ones are recognised as an area-of
philatelic interest deserving research, which in turn gives much pleasure to many
collectors. The publication of a growing number of single stamp studies and the

introduction of websites devoted to King George VI stamps supports this. I suggest
a major reason is that-the stamps themselves are almost the last of what may be

termed ‘the proper sort’ and

trust that

the 225,000 words and hundreds of

illustrations and photographs in this long series has helped to increase their

Frank Saunders founded the King George VI Collectors Society in 1960. The
Society aims to draw together all those interested in the stamps of the reign so that
they may pass on their knowledge to each other; record all that they know for future

generations and pursue joint studies of the stamps issued so as to enlarge the body
of philatelic knowledge for the benefit of all. Further details can be obtained from
The Secretary, KGVICS, 17 .'Ba_lcaskie Road, “Eltham,y[.ond(m,; SE9 1HQ or on the -

website www.kgb.info..
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