' King George VI Varieties
Part 75—The End of the Road (Section 1)

Richard Lockyer ose comments on a few more varieties and looks at the
background to the German propaganda forgeries of World War I

In early 1986, John Holman, the then editor of Gibbons Stamp Monthly, suggested
that I contribute a few articles describing King George VI varieties. The first
appeared in the following August. Neither he nor I envisaged that the series would
continue into the next century. Indeed, it has proved a considerably more
formidable project than either of us envisaged and I can now well understand a
remark by Harold Nicolson, when he wrote the first sentence of his biography of
King George V—‘It is like starting in a taxi on the way to Vladivostock.’

i

I hope that the series has aroused inter-
est in a most interesting philatelic period.
When I began collecting as a schoolboy in
the late 1930s it was a case of collecting
short sets up to the Is. value and filling
spaces as far as pocket money would allow.
Mint stamps were mounted with hinges as
a matter of course; after all, they were
already mounted on approval sheets when
they arrived by post from Stanley Gibbons.
I gave little, if any, thought to varieties that
might exist until one day after the end of
the war I chanced to read a series of four
articles by Wing Commander | H B
Carson in Stamp Collecting (24 March to
14 April 1945). He described the ‘Scroll
Flaw’ on the Bermuda large keyplates,
such as the March 1943 printing of the
10s. and £1 (illustrated), and my philatelic
life changed. It has to be said that such
major plate flaws on the KGVI large key-
plates have become extremely popular and
the listing in Part 1 is now a daunting one
for any collector who has to start from
scratch.

Highly priced

A decision was made some years back not
to include varieties on the large keyplates
in this series as the subject has been
thoroughly covered by the late Bob Dick-
giesser and Eric Yendall in their excellent
book entitled King George VI Large Key Type
Stamps of Bermuda, Leeward Islands and

Nyasaland. Nevertheless, the opportunity is
taken to show the trio with the ‘Missing
Pearl’ if only to illustrate how common
head flaws affected stamps issued to dif-
ferent colonies. In this instance, the flaw in
the ring of pearls just to the left of the
bottom centre at R5/1, only affected three
printings for two colonies—Bermuda and
the Leeward Islands. The printings were
small; 508 sheets for the Bermuda 5s., 619
sheets for the Leewards 10s. and 381
sheets for the £1. This, of course, helps to
explain why the flaw on each of the values
is highly priced in the catalogue. On the
other hand, there are plenty of minor flaws
to collect without serious damage to the
wallet. A less expensive and slightly offbeat
area of study is to assemble corner plate
blocks of the perf 13 values. Damage to the
jubilee line of the head plate can help to
identify printings and is therefore a valu-
able aid when classifying shades. A good
example is the 5s. value, where the increas-
ing damage to the jubilee line by R5/12
and to a lesser extent by R5/11 helps to
sort out the three perf 13 printings issued
in February 1950, October 1950 and April
1952. This can be seen on the illustrated
plate blocks.

Two other volumes that should be on
every KGVI collector’s bookshelf are the
Australian Commonwealth Specialists Catalogue
for King George VI published by Brusden
White of 79 Bourke Street, Melbourne,

The ‘Scroll Flaw’ on the Bermuda
10s. and £1 large keyplates

‘Missing Pearl’
varieties on
Bermuda 5s. and
Leeward Islands
10s. and £1 large
keyplates
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Bermuda 5s. plate blocks showing
progressive damage to the jubilee line

There are plenty o
collect without seri
wallet
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and the Campbell Paterson Catalogue for New
Zealand. They are fine examples of superb
catalogues and both provide the variety
hunter with plenty of information. They
are mentioned once again just in case
anyone does not know of their existence.

I trust that regular readers will forgive
me if most of this final section of a long
series is devoted to some of the byways of
KGVI philately and snippets of news from
. long ago, rather than confined to the
descriptions of varieties. It has to be said
that after 74 articles I have almost run out
of steam on that specific topic! There are
just a few words left.

Barbados

In Part 68 (GSM May 2003) mention was
made of a ‘nice little variety’ on a single
sheet of the Barbados %d. yellow-bistre at
R10/7 where a mark like a ‘c’ occurred in
the border above the “T” of ‘BRITANNOS'.
Donald Farmborough, a member of the
King George VI Collectors Society, has
since confirmed that it also occurred on
the %d. green (SG 248). This small item of
news shows that although I may be run-
ning out of steam, others are not and
issues during the KGVI period continue to
provide interest and pleasure to those
studying stamps of the era.

Leeward Islands
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In the March 1944 edition of GSM an
entire page was devoted to albino impres-
sions that had been found on a lower left
quarter sheet of the 4d. value. It was part
of a small supply of quarter sheets direct
from the colony, evidently divided by the
printer as each one had a sheet number in
the top left corner. One of these had a
clear inkless embossed impression com-
pletely duplicating all the stamps. Its posi-
tion was about 10mm below the normal
designs and about 4mm to the left. A
photograph accompanied the article where
the albino impressions showed clearly in
the bottom margin. A final note by the
editor said that it was not intended to
dispose of the item. One wonders if it is
still in the archives at Stanley Gibbons!

Gibraltar

GSM (September 1944) reported that the
new 2d. carmine with sideways watermark
was printed from the old grey Plates 2A and
2B. The fortunate presence of a long scratch
extending from the bottom margin of Plate
2A to the top margin of Plate 2B proved
that they were panes of the same plate. A
being above B. Furthermore, because the
perforations from B did not run into the
bottom of A it was also evident that the two
panes were divided before perforating.

Research by Peter Brooks, a small keyplate enthusiast and member of The British
West Indies Study Circle, has revealed that the ‘DI’ flaw on the 1d. value at R7/3 left
pane was repaired during the first printing of the 1d. green in 1948. He also
suggests that the printing of 5516 sheets seems to have been produced in two
batches with the break in production allowing the remedial work to-ake place. The
dent in the top frame line of the value tablet above the figure ‘1’ remained but it was
repaired before the second green printing in 1949. He has discovered that many
duty and keyplate flaws were corrected between the first and second printings in the
new colour, although both printings were issued together in July 1949.

Newfoundiand ‘Two Cents’

surcharge

Plate varieties on the Newfoundland Long
Coronation set were described in Part 29
(August 1993). Since then the ‘Damaged A
on the 3c. stamp at R5/9 issued as part of
the 194144 set, has achieved catalogue
listing (SG 278b). It is illustrated here.
However, it is most interesting to note that
two items of damage were noticed and
marked for correction on the adjacent
imperforate proof block from the Waterlow
archives. In the event, one was corrected,
but the ‘Damaged A’ was left for collectors
to seek. Thus making yet another example
of the ‘human touch’ creating unusual
philatelic items.

Harry Burgess & Co of Pembury
discovered two settings of the “Two Cents’
surcharge released on 21 March 1946
(292). The news appeared in Stamp
Collecting (11 May 1946). Their first supply
received frot London (left-hand half-
sheets of 50) 'fshowed two settings. In the
first, second and third vertical rows the ‘O’
of “TWQO’ was over the ‘T’ of ‘CENTS’, and
in the fourth and fifth rows, the ‘O’ was
over ‘TS’. Their second supply came direct
from St John’s where all the stamps had
been surcharged locally. This was also in
left-hand half sheets of 50 and showed the
‘O’ over ‘TS’ setting only. Only one con-
stant variety had been noted—a defective
‘T’ on stamp 23. Later supplies had many
more which appeared to be more or less
constant. These were: Nos 4, 15 and 46—a
different type of ‘T°, with sloping and
blunt serifs. In some instances, the ‘TS’ was
joined. No 14—Broken ‘E’ with a dot
inside. No 17—W’ without serif on the
left, and dots. No 35—Right serif to “T”
broken, in most, but not all, cases. No
46—Broken ‘E’ and dot in ‘N’. (Note—The
sheet size was 10x10. It is presumed that
the positional numbers quoted in the
article refer directly to the half sheets seen,
i.e. stamp number 15 was R3/5, number 46
was R10/1.)

On 1 June, W E Fyndem noted that it
appeared that 500,000 of the 30c. stamps
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Operation ‘Wasser-welle’

‘Goebbels—Philatelic Joker’ was the headline in GSM (November 1944) above an article
about psuedo-British ‘stamps’ circulated in neutral countries by Germany. The writer
briefly described the stamps, which had been altered and overprinted for propaganda
purposes and concluded he was at a loss to see what result the originators hoped to
achieve and they had to be treated as a joke.

In recent years, a noticeable number of these German propaganda stamps have
appeared in the market place and have attracted the attention of collectors. Fortunately,
one can go back to a specially commissioned series of articles in Stamp Collecting (16, 23
and 30 July 1954) contributed by Joachim Hosang to read about events that led to their
existence.

In brief, forgeries of the six low values of the 1937 GB definitive issue, the 1%d.
Coronation and the %d. Silver Jubilee stamps were produced in 1944 by the Office 6-F-4
Division VI in Berlin on the direct orders of Himmler. It was his angry response to British
forgeries of German stamps, in particular when the current 6pf. definitive was circulated
featuring his own head instead of Hitler, which he regarded as an insult to his leader. His
directive, outlined by Hosang, who had to rely on the memory of someone who was
connected with the production of the forgeries, made the following points. The stamps

Newfoundland 3c. Coronation stamp
showing ‘Damaged A’ at R5/9 (top)
together with proof block showing the
‘Damaged A’ and another item of
damage marked for correction. In the
event the ‘Damaged A’ was not corrected

had been surcharged and there had been
more than one printing. It had also been
reported that sales were restricted to 50
stamps to each applicant for the first two
days. The number was then reduced to 10
and finally the emergency 2c. stamps were
only affixed to letters handed over the
counter. Despite these precautions, it was
said that considerable stocks were in the
hands of local speculators. In the same
issue Hugh Bramsden FRPSL wrote that
he had acquired three blocks of ten (5x2)
from the bottom two rows on the left side
of the left pane. The five stamps in the
bottom row all showed a clear offset on the
back of the word ‘CENTS’. Two weeks later
Alfred Maier, managing director of David
Field Ltd, stated that, while examining
their very substantial stock, two or three
panes had been found with examples of
‘double offset’, which in their clearness,
almost amounted to a ‘double surcharge’.
Although nothing to do with the subject
in hand, the next page of the magazine
carried a news item with the headline
‘Queen Was NOT Amused’. La Quinzaine
Philatelique had reported a delightful
anecdote about Queen Wilhelmina of the
Netherlands when at the age of 12 she
stormed into a meeting of her ministers
and said ‘Mr Prime Minister, my stamps
show me still as I was at six: kindly order a
new issue that shows me as I am today.’

Crude propaganda
messages

The Office 6-F-4 Division VI
was given responsibility for the
project as they usually forged
passports and banknotes. Print-
ing was offset litho and, as time
was short, a simple coarse gauge perfor-
ator used for entrance tickets was hired
with a line perforation measuring 11%. On
the definitive stamps (%4d. to 3d.) the
propaganda message came in the form of
the Star of David, instead of the Cross on
the Crown and the hammer and sickle in
place of the ‘D’. Design changes also
affected the stems of the daffodil, sham-
rock and thistle. The lines in the hair, neck
and ear were poorly copied. Examples of
the 1d. and 3d. values are illustrated on
page 59. The two forgeries of the commem-
orative stamps featured major changes in
design with a portrait of Stalin taking a
prominent position on both together with
crude propaganda messages. Indeed, on
the forgery of the Silver Jubilee stamp
every element, except the words ‘POST-
AGE’, ‘REVENUE’ and the value were
altered without changing the general lay-
out and appearance of the original design.

St Lucia

were to be based on current British issues as close to the originals as
possible. A slight on the King of England was to be avoided. Bolshevik
tendencies were to be emphasised. Overprints were to feature topical war
events and phrased to the detriment of British national prestige. Designs
were to be submitted in eight to 14 days and a large printing run completed
within a similar time-scale. The stamps were to be parachuted over British
troop concentrations and towns.

Ration card paper was used, as it was no longer suitable for its original
purpose because of widespread Allied forgeries. This was watermarked with
wavy lines. This led to the adoption of the name ‘Wasser-welle’ for the
undertaking; a combination of ‘Wasserzeichen Wellenlinie’ (‘watermark wavy
line’), hence the name ‘Operation Water Wave’.

The total printing was about nine
million (seven million definitives and two
million commemoratives). However, be-
cause of wartime conditions, only 15 to 20
thousand sets left Germany. Some of these
were also placed on sheets bearing the
headline ‘Special Stamp in Memory of the
First Day of the Invasion’ flanked by the
GPO symbol and the hammer and sickle
with the Russian translation underneath.
The word ‘Stamp’ was used in the sense of
postmark as the stamps were stuck in
either two or six framed spaces and can-
celled with a special postmark denoting
the 1944 invasion of Normandy. It was a
simple circular design, 23 mm in diameter,
akin to a British circular handstamp. It was
inscribed ‘LONDON’ at the top, ‘SPECIAL
STAMP’. at the bottom with ‘AAA O’ and ‘6
JUN 44 in the middle. Most of the
definitives were cancelled or overprinted
with similar slogans.

Distribution difficulties

Production ceased in about the middle of
1944 and distribution difficulties arose as
bombs took priority over dropping stamps
when the Luftwaffe flew operational sorties.
However, the stamps were sold through

The possibility of a chance discovery of a KGVI rarity has been mentioned more than
once in this series. A collector from Liverpool recently purchased a collection of
commercially used KGVI stamps. It is easy to picture his delight when he found a used
copy of the 4c. grey perforated 14%x14 (149a). The stamp has been confirmed as
genuine. It is believed that about 12 of them have now come to light. Most were
cancelled at the village of Patience, but this latest copy was cancelled in Castries. Two
examples appeared at auction in 1990 and the centring on these was different, not
only to each other, but to the recently discovered copy. This indicates that several
sheets existed. It is most unlikely that a mint copy will be found after so much time
has passed. (The footnote in the catalogue that photographic forgeries exist should
always be kept in mind.) Nevertheless, there is a possibility that other used copies may
be identified. The catalogue price for 149a is £7500—certainly enough to concentrate
the mind when searching through odds and ends from St Lucia!
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The idea that thousands of small pieces
of paper could make any difference to
the morale of civilians or soldiers can
only be treated as a joke
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German agents to stamp dealers in
Switzerland and Sweden, where diplomatic
missions, rather than collectors, speedily
purchased most of them. The agents asked
for further supplies, but were refused
because of the risk of detection. The staff
of 6-F-4 left Berlin in April 1945 with the
remaining stock, which they burnt at Jena
(Thuringia) just before they were captured.
It is noteworthy that the leader of 6-F-4 was
the only member interested in philately.
The commemorative stamps were put
into circulation without additional treat-
ment as their design portrayed obvious
propaganda. However, stamps in the de-
finitive series received overprints to make
them more effective. The choice of word-
ing followed Himmler’s instructions to
undermine British national consciousness.
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Hosang deduced, from a large number
of copies in his possession, the technique
used to produce the overprints. He pro-
posed that each overprinting plate con-
sisted of six different overprints in singles
and was used to overprint all values. Thus,
all six definitive values existed with all
overprints, giving a series of 36 different
examples, to these had to be added the
colours of the overprint. Hosang con-
sidered that it was highly probable that the
1d., 1’%d., and 2d. were always overprinted
in black. However, the other three values
existed with black or red overprints.

Erroneous attack

The ‘Bombs’ series of overprints drew
attention to the allied bombing of towns
with exclusively civilian populations living
near industrial targets as well as towns in
neutral and German-occupied territory
with consequent loss of life and damage to
property. The series consisted of six
overprints; the upper part was always the
same; ‘MURDER’ and ‘RUIN’ flanked by
two bombs. The lower section displayed
the names of the destroyed towns. The first
carried the inscription ‘CATHEDRAL OF
ROUEN’ to mark its destruction. The sec-
ond had ‘CASTELLE GANDOLFO’ point-
ing to the attack on the summer residence
of the Pope. The third read ‘MONTE
CASSINO’, a famed monastery turned in-
to a fortress by the Germans and subjected
to sustained air and ground bombard-
ment. The fourth had a slight change to
the overprint as the Swiss coat of arms was
accompanied by ‘SCHAFFHAUSEN’ and
underneath in brackets ‘SWITZERLAND’,
It marked the erroneous attack by Amer-

ican bombers on the Swiss town of Schaff-
hausen on 1 April 1944 when 50 people
were killed. ‘SAN MARINQO’ was the fifth
name to appear, as it suffered war damage
despite the peaceful nature of its inhabit-
ants. Lastly, ‘CATHEDRAL OF COLOGNE’
reflected the heavy damage inflicted
during air raids. Hosang believed that the
%d. and 3d. were overprinted in red, all
others in black.

The next series called ‘Extremes of
World Politics’ referred to the reasons for
the Second World War, according to Nazi
propaganda. The first overprint depicted
the hammer and sickle, the Soviet star and
the words ‘WORLD BOLSHEVISM’. The
next two showed the Star of David in the
top left and bottom right corners with
‘WORLD CAPITALISM’ or ‘WORLD JU-
DAISM’ diagonally between the other
corners. The meaning of the fourth over-
print was far from obvious. It showed a
cross, with beneath its arms, the date ‘14.8’
and ‘1941’. Under them was a wavy-line
design embracing the words ‘THE BLUFF
CHARTA. This referred to the Atlantic
Charter agreed between President Roose-
velt and Prime Minister Churchill pub-
lished on 14 August 1941. ‘CHARTA was a
simple spelling mistake as it was errone-
ously assumed that the Latin word served
both languages. The fifth overprint re-
ferred to the Tehran conference between
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin, held
between 26 November and 3 December
1943. The Nazis considered that the
agreements conceded too much to Russia
by Britain, hence the two-line inscription
‘EMPIRE’ LIQUIDATION’ between two
crosses, below a large Soviet star with the
dates 28.11-1.12.43’ and underneath ‘AT
TEHRAN’. The sixth overprint is similar
to the first except that the diagonal
inscription read ‘WORLD SLAVERY’.
Hosang considered that only the 3d. value
was overprinted in red, the rest in black.

Optimistic

‘The Invasion Series’ was produced to
weaken the resolve of those taking part in
the invasion by Allied troops in Normandy
on 6 June 1944. It was intended to drop
the set over troop concentrations near the
front line. The top of the overprint always
carried the letters ‘AAA O’ with a crossbar
linking the three A's, they stood for
‘ALLIED ARMIES AMPHIBIAN OPERA-
TIONS'. Beneath them appeared the
different propaganda slogans. The first, in
two lines: ‘BUT WHO/WILL RETURN’
with a large question mark underneath.
The second displayed ‘ON/ORDER/OF/
STALIN’ with a smaller “question mark.
The first two lines of the third overprint
were larger than the rest and read
‘ENGLAND/BLEEDS ON THE ORDER/
OF MOSCOW’. In contrast, the fourth
‘COME ON/GERMANY/EXPECTS YOU’

demonstrated the German will to fight,
while the fifth optimistically stated ‘ENG-
LAND/HAS LOST/THE WAR'. Hosang’s
strip of six showed the sixth overprint to
be a repeat of the fourth. However, he had
a single copy showing ‘A MILITARY/
ADVENTURE/?’ and wondered if perhaps
this was a replacement overprint.

‘The Empire Series’ was the largest and
last batch of overprints. Hosang explained
that to understand the significance of the
various overprints it was necessary to
comprehend how German propaganda
was fashioned. In the early days of the war
the Allies suffered severe shipping losses in
the North Atlantic because of German U-
boat operations. Britain asked for Amer-
ican aid and received 50 destroyers in
exchange for leasing military bases in
small colonies. In the German view, this
was a sign of weakness and a loss of British
prestige with the Empire being traded
piecemeal to ‘Big Business’. All the over-
prints were in the form of upright rect-
angles. The upper part carried the words
‘LIQUIDATION/OF EMPIRE’ and under-
neath, leaving most of the King’s face free,
was the name of an overseas territory. He
allocated the overprints to Series A and
Series B. The former viewed from the left
consisted of ‘SINGAPORE’, followed by
‘STLUCIA, ‘BARBADOS’, ‘JAMAICA,
‘TRINIDAD’ and the sixth ‘BAHAMAS
IN. (the Bahamas Islands.) The %d. and
2%d. were overprinted in red, the rest in
black. Series B, with two exceptions, con-
cerned Asia. The first stamp read
‘RABAUL, followed by ‘BORNEQ’, then
‘GRENADA, ‘RANGOON’, ‘BOUGAIN-
VILLE’ and lastly ‘ST VINCENT’. The
overprints were red on the %d. and 3d.,
black on the remainder.

Quantities distributed

Other inscriptions for ‘BERMUDA IN.
and ‘HONG KONG’ existed. Hosang
suggested that they could have come from
an earlier printing, as he believed Series A
and B came from the very last one. He
further suggested that of the 15,000 to
20,000 sets sent; abroad there were about
1000 commemorative sets, some 6000 to
10,000 of the ‘Empire Series’, and between
1000 and 2000 sets of each of the ‘Bombs’,
‘Invasion’ and ‘Extremes of Politics’ over-
prints.

It is hoped that this account will help
those who own some of these ‘stamps’ to
add a few extra words of explanation on
their album pages. Nevertheless, the idea
that thousands of small pieces of paper
floating down on British towns or troop
concentrations in Normandy could make
any difference to the morale of civilians or
soldiers can, in the words of the GSM
contributor, only be treated as a joke.

Part 76 will appear in the May 2005 edition
of GSM and will conclude this quarterly series
that began in August 1986.

Details of the King George VI Collectors
Society can be obtained from The
Secretary, KGVICS, 17 Balcaskie Road,
Eltham, London SE9 1HQ or the society’s
website www.kg6.info
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