King George VI Varieties

Part 74 GB Commemoratives (continued)

Richard Lockyer ose concludes his study of the Great Britain
commemoratives by looking at the UPU and Festival of Britain sets

1949 Universal Postal
Union

The 2%d.

Varieties abound on this, the lowest of the
four values issued on 10 October 1949 to
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the
UPU, printed from three cylinders. How-
ever, a preliminary study by Niall Fair
(GSM October 1953), followed by an ex-
haustive examination by A A Whitworth
(GSM September 1954) are points of
reference for any reader wishing to
assemble a selection of varieties on this
value. Three are listed in the catalogues.
Suffice it to say that sheets from some
cylinders were overprinted for use abroad.
The five blocks illustrated show an un-
overprinted example of the ‘Lake in India’
Cyl 2 no dot R8/2 (SG QComl18c), plus
those overprinted for Bahrain, Kuwait,
Muscat and Tangier. These are all listed in
the Commonuwealth catalogue with their value
reflecting the comparatively small number
of overprinted sheets released. For good
measure a block showing the ‘Lake in Asia’
Cyl 3 dot (QComl18b) R14/1 is also in-
cluded so that readers can see the different
location of the ‘Lake’. To complete the pic-
ture is a cylinder block showing the ‘Major
Re-touch’ Cyl 5 no dot R18/2 (QCom18a),
a distinctive feature when searching through
single copies is that Hawaii and the Gala-
pagos Islands are missing, but an extra
island appears in the Pacific Ocean close to
the ‘NI of ‘UNIVERSAL.

The 3d.
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Two dots of colour made an appearance
under the ‘S’ of ‘UNIVERSAL (Fig 1)
during the printing run of Cyl 2 no dot on
R20/1, it was the only cylinder. It has been
reported that they did not show on sheets
numbered 60,702 and 78,361 but did so
on sheets above 103,699. (136,666 sheets
were printed.) On R1/2 one of the dots
forming the surrounding frame is missing
just to the left of the top of T of
‘UNIVERSAL (Fig 2), in addition, a tiny
spot of colour makes an ‘Extra Feather in
the Head-dress’ of the figure on the left
side (Fig 3). On R2/6 there is a noticeable
retouch by the top right of the ‘S’. When
viewed with the naked eye the small area is
paler than normal and surprisingly easy to
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see. The ‘Dot in the Orb of the Crown’ on
R16/5 speaks for itself and although small
can be picked out without difficulty (Fig 4).
With the use of a glass, the same can be
said for another tiny dot in the white circle
at the top of the globe on R17/1.

The 6d.
= .
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Like the 3d., only one cylinder, numbered
2, was used for the 6d. A tiny dot of colour
in the flowing hair of the goddess Con-
cordia on R2/1 has been named the ‘Jewel
in the Hair’ (Fig 5). An ‘Extra Polar Island’
on R8/2 can be picked out with a glass.
Strictly speaking, it is not an accurate
name as although it is located at the top of
the globe it does in fact lie off the south
coast of Alaska. The small dark spot
between the ‘R’ and ‘S’ of ‘UNIVERSAL on
R19/6 (Fig 6) and the white spot within the
V' on R20/5 (Fig 7, left) are

easier to see and by good

fortune a right-hand corner

block of four will contain both.

The 1s.
Fig 8 Fig 9

Cylinder 2 was used and ‘The Retouched
Background’ affecting R8/5 is very difficult
to pick out. Nevertheless, it is listed in the
GB Specialised catalogue (QCOM21a). The
affected darkened area is just above the
short horizontal line to the immediate right
of the figure ‘I’ (Fig 8). Fortunately, the
arrow in the right margin is near at hand
between rows 10 and 11 and this makes life
easier. In contrast, “The Blister on the Horn,
directly under the ‘R’ of ‘UNIVERSAL, is
easy to see at R15/1 (Fig 9), as a bonus
there is a tiny dot in the Atlantic between
Ireland and Greenland. An example over-
printed Bahrain, recently came my way
from a club packet as part of the set of four
priced at 45p. This demonstrates that such
minor varieties are still waiting to be found
and, bearing in mind that just over 673
sheets were overprinted, it was a nice dis-
covery. Lastly, a minor retouch behind the
head of the King occurs at R18/1. It is very
difficult to identify and is not nearly as
distinctive as the repair work to R8/5.

Readers interested in the stamps of the
KGVI era are encouraged to join the
King George VI Collectors Society,
founded in 1960 by the late Frank
Saunders. There are some 380
members. The society holds between
three and five meetings each year and
the annual auction, open to postal
bidding, coincides with the AGM held
each April. Further details can be
obtained from The Secretary, KGVICS,
17 Balcaskie Road, Eltham, London.

Lake in Asia
(R14/1, cyl 3 dot)

Major retouch
(R18/2, cyl 5 no dot).
Note extra island

G.S.M. November 2004

45



1951 Festival of Britain

The original values chosen for this issue were the 2%d. and 3d., however, the foreign letter
rate increased to 4d. on Monday, 2 October 1950 and a little later the Postmaster General
announced that the upper value for the Festival issue would follow suit. The colour,
ultramarine, also fell into line with the colour of the new definitive.

The 2%d.

This Festival of Britain stamp issued on 3
May 1951 has never aroused much interest,
but there are several varieties that deserve
attention, particularly as some occur in
cylinder blocks of six that can still be found
without too much difficulty. Many years
ago, Ernest Trory published an eight-page
monograph devoted to the value. It was
priced at 5s., a sizeable sum in those days.
He listed 100 imperfections—32 on sheets
from Cyl 5 no dot, 41 on Cyl 5 dot and 27
on Cyl 3. Perhaps the high cost of his study
was related to his diligence and patience.
The great majority were exceedingly small,
however in his view 14 deserved special
mention and will be described. He also
made the point that, whilst 2)d. values of
earlier GB commemoratives had been
printed from many cylinders, printings of
the 2)4d. Festival of Britain stamp from the
original cylinder 5 continued to be offered
for sale until a few weeks before the date
on which the issue was to be withdrawn
and then a new single-pane printing
unexpectedly appeared from Cylinder 3.
Trory went on to explain that of the 27
flaws on Cylinder 3, ten were identical to
flaws already recorded on the dot pane of
Cylinder 5. This proved that the new
cylinder had been made from the right-
hand half of the multi-positive and that the
ten identical flaws, were, in fact, multi-
positive flaws.

Cyl 5 no dot. R4/6—The ‘Punctured
lower wing’ although small is detectable

(Fig 10). It has to be said that R9/1 the
“Three spots in various positions’ noted by
Trory are exceedingly small, however.
They occur on Britannia’s neck, the ‘T’ of
‘FESTIVAL and at the end of the staff (Fig
11), maybe it was the number, rather than
the size of the dots, that attracted him.
R11/5—He also noted an extra dot in the
lower loop of the snake’s tail. R16/6—The
narrow chords in the right-hand frame
design are much smaller than on the left
side as the segments of colour formed by
the scalloped frame have been shaved off.
This unusual characteristic is particularly
noticeable on those adjacent to the white
semi-circular frame surrounding the King’s
head. C P Rang gave this defect an entire
column in GSM (September 1951) and
explained that the shaving-off or bumping
out of the shape was not infrequent, but
generally occurred on stamps printed by
typography where the raised printing
surface was prone to damage of this kind.
However, where the design was recessed in
the plate or cylinder, damage that de-
formed the design was not likely to occur
and the cause had to be sought elsewhere.
He considered that the most probable cause
in this instance was that, in strengthening
the protecting ‘resist’ on the blank parts of
the cylinder before engraving, the retoucher
allowed his brush to overlap the design,
with the result that the acid did not etch
that part of the plate. Although not men-
tioned either by Trory or Rang, another
good example can be found at R2/1 where

The 2'/.d. Festival of Britain stamp has
never aroused much interest, but there
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the bottom scallop is barely visible and the
two immediately above it are much thinner
than normal. Finally, on R7/3 there is a
broken corner at the top left where a white
cross-bar is easy to pick out (Fig 12). Sur-
prisingly this was not noted by Trory.

Cyl 5 dot. R10/4—The fine ‘Line across
Britannia’s neck, face and helmet’ is de-
tectable with a glass (Fig 13). R17/2—The
disturbed area creating the ‘Joined plumes
on Britannia’s helmet’ is visible to the
naked eye (Fig 14). R19/1—A glass is again
needed to pick out the ‘Dark spot near
Britannia’s eye’ (Fig 15). R20/1—Fortun-
ately, the ‘Broken Staff’ is clearly visible
and appears as a ‘tick-like’ dark mark on
the shaft between the wings (Fig 16). Trory
noted two states as an early example he
had seen showed just the outline of the
mark. Just to complicate matters there is
the original state where there is no evid-
ence of any mark. R20/2—The small 2 in
‘2%d.’ is distorted. Fig 17 shows the normal
with the minor variety illustrated at Fig 18.

Cyl. 3 (single pane). Trory noted five vari-
eties of particular merit. They were as fol-
lows. R3/6—Broken upper wing and dark
spot on plume R10/4—TLine across Brit-
annia’s neck, face and helmet R12/6—
Short hairline across upper loop of ribbon.
R16/6—Vertical hairline on upper wing.
R19/1—Dark spot near Britannia’s eye.

The 4d.

A ‘White Spot on Third Pennant from the
Left’ has been reported on Cyl 1 no dot
R14/5.

First day covers

It was reported in GSM (April 1951) that
Stanley Gibbons would not accept orders
for covers to be posted at the Festival of
Britain. This was because the preparation
and handling of the covers involved an
undue expenditure of time and labour that
was felt should be devoted to catering for
the normal requirements of their customers.
Furthermore, with the current system of
postmarking there was no guarantee that
the stamps would not be damaged and col-
lectors were *naturally reluctant to stand
this risk themselves, while, for the dealer it
was impossible.

Personal memories

Readers old enough to recall visiting the
Festival of Britain on the south bank of the
Thames will no doubt remember the sense
of wonderment as they looked at an exhibi-
tion of what, by the standards of today,
were very ordinary domestic products all
marked ‘For Export Only’. In these days of
conspicuous consumption younger readers
may find it hard to believe that after six
years of peace shop shelves in the UK were
still largely empty of ordinary consumer
goods, taken for granted half a century
later—there was one saving grace, petrol
was about 2s. (10p) a gallon! Rationing did
not cease until early July 1954.

Part 75 (GSM February 2005) entitled ‘The
End of the Line’ will conclude this long-running
series. The opportunity will be taken to discuss
some general points of interest concerning the
phalatelic era of King George VI.
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