King George VI Varieties

Part 73—GB Commemoratives (continued)

Richard Lockyer, ogg, discusses the varieties on the 1948 Olympic

Games stamps, including those overprinted for the British Postal
Agencies overseas

1948 Channel Islands Liberation covers

Stamp collectors have always shown ingenuity when it comes to fashioning covers for
themselves. This is well demonstrated by the examples illustrated. One wonders how
many times a purser used his dumb cancel to oblige his shipmates before reaching
Singapore and how two pairs of the Liberation issue managed to find their way to the
Australian Army Post Office 214 in Tokyo. On the other hand, the first day cover with the
wavy line machine cancel displaying “The Broken Wheel’ (Row 20/5) on the 2%d. value
was surely a chance occurrence or did Mr F Fletcher notice the variety within a few hours
of the post office opening? If so, he really deserved a pat on the back. Such queries will
remain unanswered, but add a touch of mystery to album pages.

1948 London Olympic Games
There were four values in the set: 2%d.
(inland letter rate), 3d. (registration fee),
6d. airmail letter rate) and 1s. (minimum
parcel rate). They were printed by Harri-
son and Sons at High Wycombe by photo-
gravure and sheets of 120 stamps consisted
of 20 horizontal rows of six stamps, perfor-
ated 15x14. Cylinder numbers appeared
in the left-hand margin by
R18/1. The usual photo-
gravure arrows were printed
in the centre of the side
margins and small engraved
lined arrows at the top and
bottom centre of the sheets.
During the 1950s W G
Stitt Dibden, of Highgate,
produced three booklets
about the postal affairs at
Wembley, Middlesex. The
first two were devoted to
the 1924/25 Empire Ex-
hibition and described the
slogan postmarks, cancel-
lations and adhesives.
The third was called The
1948 Olympics at Wembley.
It gives, not only a fascin-
ating account of the postal
arrangements for the
event and in some in-
stances the lack of them,
but a list of constant
varieties and flaws. Some
of these may also occur

Liberation covers with dumb
cancel and Australian Army
PO handstamp
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on the overprinted stamps and the oppor-
tunity will be taken to include details of the
more significant. He also noted that a
number of sheets had been found on
which the corner stamp or stamps were
partly imperforate, caused by the paper
being folded accidentally during printing.
Although study material for this issue is
not as easy to find as in the days when
Dibden was at work it is still possible to
find sheets and accumulations either in
dealers’ stocks or at auction. The following
details and illustrations of some of the
varieties will, therefore, help to assemble a
representative collection.

Varieties on the 2%d.

Dibden described “The Hole in the Ear’ on
R16/3 Cyl 2 dot as a coloured oval on the
lobe of the King’s ear. However, another
large circular spot, rather like a stud ear-
ring, shows on the earlobe on R17/1 Cyl 2
dot (Fig I). It has been called “White Ear
Lobe Obliterated’. On R19/1 Cyl 2 dot yet
another coloured mark can be detected
called the ‘Nick in the Ear’ (Fig 2). Dibden
spotted a further large spot of colour com-
pletely cutting the lobe of the ear affecting
R4/1 Cyl 2 dot. A white ‘Extra Berry’
makes an appearance on R19/1 Cyls 2 and
3 no dot. It is an uncoloured area on the
lower edge of the fourth leaf down in the
right-hand laurel spray (Fig 3). Another
small coloured mark on the globe below
the south-east coast of Africa and near
Madagascar on R17/5 Cyl 2 dot was named
‘Small Island’ by Dibden, while he noticed
that the first and second stamps in the
bottom row from the same cylinder
sometimes had a long wavy line through
the Olympic Rings and the word ‘GAMES’.
He named them ‘Shade Change of Back-
ground’. He also described and illustrated
another ‘Small Island’ off the west coast of
Africa on R12/2 Cyl 3 no dot (Fig 4).
However, on a large marginal block from
an unknown cylinder in the author’s col-
lection, ‘The Arabian Isle’ makes an ap-
pearance on R12/1 (Fig 5) and the Cape

Verde Islands show off the west coast of
Africa on the adjacent stamp at R12/2 (Fig
6). It is possible that Dibden placed his
island too far south in his illustration and
the author’s block came from Cyl 3 no dot.
He also found and illustrated a small col-
oured dot and slight bulge in the left
down-stroke of the letter ‘A’ in ‘GAMES’ on
R1/4 Cyl 2 no dot (Fig 7). (As can be seen
he did not show where the slight bulge
occurred.) The next three varieties he
spotted are slightly off-beat. The first was
etched amendments to the ‘box’ at the peg
hole in the left margin, on Cyls 2 and 3 no
dot. Secondly, a faulty bottom bar below
R20/4 Cyl 2 no dot, where the middle
portion of the horizontal bar has lost most
of its colour and lastly two coloured dots
attached to and below the right arm of the
centre bottom arrow in the margin on Cyl

2 no dot (Fig 8).

2%d. Bahrain ‘Double
Surcharge’

This major variety, mint and used, is listed
in both catalogues (SG 63a and CW S3a).
The explanatory footnote in Commonwealth
is worth heeding, “The balance of a sheet
of 120 was purchased by a serviceman in
Mubharraq post office after a number had
been sold and used. Most of the 12 known
used copies were cancelled “EXPERI-
MENTAL PO. K—I121”. Cyl No 2 stop,
sheet No 31430

3d. ‘Crown Flaw’ variety

Gordon Ward, writing in Stamp Collecting
on 21 August 1948 described the joy of
those who had purchased a corner block of
the 3d. Olympic stamp to see on the
second one in the bottom row, a ‘really
huge white flaw’ (Fig 9). Those who looked
even closer would have noticed a strong
coloured spot in the margin of the stamp
10mm below ‘3d.”. Both show clearly on
the illustration. The cylinder number was
1 no dot. Undoubtedly, Ward wrote, some
collectors had returned to see if they could
buy another example of the flaw. Some-
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times they were successful, but on other
cylinder blocks the flaw had disappeared
even though the cylinder number was
identical and the coloured dot in the
margin remained. An example is shown.
Closer examination revealed that where
the flaw had been, the crown now had a
slight thinning and denting of its lower
margin, the lower jewel had lost one end
and the second jewel from the left was
almost entirely missing (Fig 10). This he
maintained could be regarded as the final
state of the cylinder and then posed the
question what had happened?

Ward explained that this type of error
was not uncommon in photogravure print-
ing, but this particular one was special be-
cause it was so large, so persistent and left
behind such clear traces. It was always
possible that a cylinder could pick up a
piece of grit or foreign matter that would
adhere to the surface and so prevent ink
reaching the cells below it. This area would
then print as a white patch. If and when
the grit was removed, usually by the
doctor-blade that wiped away excess ink,
normality would return and the stamp
would appear without the flaw. In this par-
ticular instance the foreign material not
only remained in place for a considerable
time, but also damaged the surface of the
cylinder so that signs of its presence re-
mained when it eventually disappeared,
thus creating the second, and final, state of
the flaw.

However, two months later C P Rang
writing in “Through the Magnifying Glass’
(GSM, October 1948) departed from his
admitted usual coolness towards photo-
gravure flaws to mention and illustrate a
flaw occurring on the 3d. value. His atten-
tion had been drawn to a noticeable white
patch on the crown on R20/2 Cyl 1 no dot.
The same position on other sheets from
the same cylinder showed what he con-
sidered to be a retouch of the flaw. The
bottom line of the crown was formed by a
heavy continuous line instead of dots, the
two left-hand jewels malformed and the
band of the crown in solid rather than
dotted shading. He pointed out that small
defects were unavoidable in high-speed
photogravure printing and printers often
ignored them allowing the cylinder to be
used for a long period without troubling to
remove them. There were, however,
occasions when the printer considered that
a flaw was bad enough to justify remedial
work. Such examples were, in his view, col-
lectable for their own sakes as their import-
ance had been recognised and they told a
story. He admitted that it was not always
easy to be sure when retouching had oc-
curred, but in this instance was confident
that the cause of the ‘retouch’ was not due
to the presence of foreign matter. Com-
ment in a contemporary edition of the Phil-
atelic Advisor supported Rang’s hypothesis.

In 1954 Patrick Hamilton in his book
Supplement to British Stamps endorsed Ward’s
proposition that a foreign body seemed to
have damaged the printing surface and
after its removal, a smaller, but none the
less distinct flaw occurred in the same
position.

Five years later in the spring of 1959
Dibden offered a similar opinion in his

privately published account of the Olym-
pics issue. He suggested that in the early
stages of printing the flaw was barely
visible (Fig 10), but must have developed
quickly to the full extent as it appeared in
this condition on a very large proportion
of the sheets (Fig 9). He also added that
there was always a large coloured dot in the
margin, below the stamp. Dibden then
quoted an awkwardly phrased letter from
Hadfield Craven of Torquay published in
the Philatelic Advisor (February 1949) sup-
porting his theory which stated: ‘for some
time we have suspected that the lesser flaw
which you and other journals have recorded
as the retouch to the major flaw was in
actual fact the major flaw in its first state.
Unless there are two series of sheets num-
bers, or the sheets were not numbered,
both of which would seem unlikely, your
notes now confirm our suspicion, as while
you state the lesser flaw occurs on sheets
numbered about 009050 we can definitely
say that the major flaw appears on sheets
046321 and 075599 to give the lowest and
highest numbers we have examined and
presumably it also occurs on all odd
numbers in between. If we are correct in
our assumption that the lesser flaw was in
actual fact the major flaw developing, it
would be interesting if its development
could be traced between the sheet number
you give, and the lowest on which we have
seen the major flaw.’” As further evidence
Dibden also included a letter from Bran-
som Mills of Altrincham to the Philatelic
Advisor in April 1949, which said, ‘I do not
know whether it will help, but I have the
bottom three rows of sheet number
100708; the second stamp on the bottom
row shows the full Crown flaw.’

A glance at the catalogues shows that
neither Ward’s nor Dibden’s theories con-
vinced the editors. They accepted Rang’s
opinion and the descriptions ‘Crown Flaw’
(SG QComlba and CW S13a) and ‘Flaw
Re-touched’ (SG QCom15b and CW S13b)
are used in the catalogues. Therefore, that
is the end of that story unless
someone knows better!

‘Crown Flaw’ on
overprinted stamps

In an earlier paragraph, it was
mentioned that flaws could be
found on overprinted stamps. The
‘Crown Flaw’ occurs on British
Postal Agencies in Eastern Arabia
(BPAEA) (CW S19a), Morocco
Agencies (CW SS9a) and Tangier
(CW TS10a). Comparatively few
sheets were overprinted and the
catalogue price reflects this.

Other varieties on the

3d.

A cylinder block from Cyl 1 no dot
will not only have either variety on
R20/2, but above it on R19/2 the ‘3’
will have a flaw resembling a re-
versed comma in. white hanging
from the end of the short hori-
zontal dividing the loops of the
numeral (Fig 11). It is just visible in
the illustrations of the cylinder
blocks. The variety is listed as “The

Fig 9

Fig 11
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Hooked 3’ (SG QCom15c¢). Dibden noted
that on the same cylinder a small break
affected the second line down to the right
of the world on R17/5, while a prominent
dark coloured spot appears towards the
top of the King’s ear on R20/1 (Fig 12). On
R20/6 Cyl 1 dot a distinctive oblique line
below and partly joining the normal one
between the right-hand ring and the lips
of the King shows, to the naked eye, as a
thickened line (Fig 13). Dibden called it
‘The Double Line’. On the same cylinder
he reported a break in the top line just to
the right of the world on R18/3, the author
has been unable to identify this.

The ‘Initials H.L.P.’ variety on
the 6d.

One small white letter is present at the
right-hand end of each of the three solid
coloured jubilee lines under R20/4-6, Cyl
9 dot (SG QCom16a and CW S14a). As a
bonus, there are three noticeable dots in
a vertical line below the ‘C’ of ‘OLYMPIC’
in the margin under R20/6. Dibden pur-
chased an example in the Altrincham Post
Office from sheet number 007659 on 29
July 1948, the day of issue. In his search
for further examples, he came across an-
other sheet from the same cylinder in
Liverpool on 8 September, only to find
that the letters had apparently been care-
fully removed, but there were still traces of
the ‘P’ under R20/6. This was, of course, an
example of the other listed variety now
called ‘Initials H.L.P. retouched.” (Com16b
and S14b). The GB Specialised Catalogue
notes that there were three attempts to
remove the letters. At the start, only the ‘P’
was almost obliterated, then the ‘H’ was
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removed and finally all the initials were
touched out. The illustrated strip is an ex-
ample of the final stage where the former
presence of the letters can be detected as
specks of deeper colour. It is most surpris-
ing that these unusual events did merit
comment by Rang in “Through the Mag-
nifying Glass” until July 1951, when Fred
Bentley Kettle drew them to his attention.
It was supposed, initially, that the letters
stood for Harrison-London-Printers. How-
ever, Kettle suggested some four years later
(Stamp Collecting 18 April 1952) that they
stood for H L Palmer, the chief etcher and
retoucher in the photogravure department
at Harrison and Sons, and this has stood
the test of time. The late Marcus Faux
confirmed that the addition of such per-
sonal details was strictly against the rules
governing the activities of the security
printers and action must have been quickly
taken to eliminate the letters, but in doing
so created another King George VI variety
in the shape of the retouching.

Other varieties on the 6d.

On some sheets from Cyl 9 no dot the
jubilee lines below the bottom row show
irregularities. Those below R20/2-3 taper
off towards each other and below the sixth
stamp the line is shortened, ending below
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Enlargements of the ‘H L P’
initials together with the
retouched versions

‘H L P’ initials showing their positions in
the Jubilee lines below stamps 4, 5 and
6 in the bottom row; the retouched
stamps are shown inset
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the ‘4’ of ‘1948’. It is worth noting this as
the author has seen lower right corner
blocks from Cyl 9 no dot offered for sale as
examples of the initials ‘H.L.P. retouched’
—solely because there is no sign of any
letters! “The Bulge on 8 can be found on
R14/3 Cyl 9 no dot—the bulge is on the
left side of the top loop of the figure (Fig
14). The ‘Deformed Ear Lobe’ on the same
cylinder is most distinctive (Fig 15), while
the ‘Retouched Background to the Leaves’
on the adjacent stamp at R9/6 is also
reasonably easy to identify, as the back-
ground to the centre section of the column
of leaves on the left side of the design is
fuzzy instead of a regular array of coloured
spots. (The 14 leaves on each side of the
design are indicative of the 14th Olym-
piad.) Finally, a remarkable find was
reported in Stamp Collecting (21 August
1948). Mr W Bee, President of the Rother-
ham Society, had bought on the day of
issue, a block of 12 stamps from the left-
hand bottom corner of a sheet (Cylinder 9)
where R20/1 was completely blank, while
the stamp above it and that on the right
were only partially printed. It was sug-
gested that a residue of chalk, left on the
cylinder after cleaning, could have been
the cause.

6d. overprinted stamps

It is worth noting that the following are
listed in the Commonwealth catalogue:
‘Initials HLP’ on Tangier (CW TS11a) and
‘HLP Retouch’ on Tangier (CW TS11b)
and Kuwait (CW S5a).

6d. air letters

This is the first time in this long series that
varieties on air letters have been men-
tioned. The same design and colour were
used for the printing the air letter forms as
for the 6d. stamp and they were first issued
on 29 July 1948. Dibden reported that on
a few forms the stamp was printed out of
position by about 22mm downwards and
about 7mm to the left. He also noted that
the Suburban Stamp Company had seen
another variety, where the stamp was in the
normal position, but the entire blue por-
tion, which included the superscription,
the space for the address, the folding in-
structions etc, had been printed upside-
down on the left part of the form. Dibden
stated that at first glance it appeared that
the stamp itself was printed on the wrong

side, but closer examination revealed that
the stamp was beside the gummed flaps in
its correct position. David Feld Ltd re-
ported another variety with the stamp miss-
ing. Apparently, the purchaser persuaded
the postal clerk to apply his datestamp to
the blank space so that the air letter was
postmarked ‘Maida Vale, B.O.W. 9/6 OC
48’. A second example of this variety was
bought on 31 July 1948 at the Leicester
Square Post Office.

Varieties on the 1s.

Dibden noted six varieties on the Is. value,
designed by Edmund Dulac, who not only
designed stamps for the GPO, but book
illustrations, banknote and medal designs
and, of particular note, the first post-war
French ‘Marianne’ stamps. The first variety
is the ‘Foot to Cornwall’ on R7/3 Cyl 3 dot.
It is a large uncoloured area, attached to
the Cornish coast extending towards Ire-
land (Fig 16) and is very obvious. Secondly,
an uncoloured dot between the foot of ‘1’
and the tail of the ‘9’ of ‘1948’ on R8/4 Cyl
3 dot also caught his eye (Fig 17). Thirdly,
a break and small coloured markings in
the fourth horizontal line on the left wing
of the running figure he called ‘The Break
in the Wing’. It occurred on R1/3 Cyl 3 dot.
Fourthly, ‘The Swollen Head’ variety on
R19/2 Cyl 3 no dot (Despite having many
positional blocks the author is unable to
identify this.) Fifthly, a ‘Spike below the
Wing’ on the left side of the figure on R7/3
Cyl 3 no dot attracted his attention. Fig 18
is a copy of his illustration. Lastly he noted
a fine vertical line of colour through the
head of the King from the base of his neck
on R10/2 and 11/2 on the same cylinder.

1s. BPAEA ‘Double Surcharge’

The front page of GSM for November
1948 was devoted to an advertisement
drawing attention to the purchase by
Stanley Gibbons of the recently-discovered
sheet of the ‘Muscat 1 rupee on 1 shilling
Double Surcharge’, less eight stamps re-
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tained by the original finder. Single copies
were available for collector customers at
£40. Special pieces, such as the cylinder
block were available at special prices. It was
noted that all stamps sold from this sheet
would bear the firm’s guarantee mark.
Commonwealth notes that it was sheet
number 21164 from Cyl 3. and adds that
no used examples are known (SG 30a and
CW S21a).

1s. Morocco Agencies ‘Double
Surcharge’

The Commonwealth catalogue notes that ‘A
sheet of (120 examples) with the double
surcharge was released in London. One
copy is known used from Tetuan 24.9.48.
(CW SS11a, SG 181a). Dibden described
this as a second complete overprint, about
10mm to the right and slightly higher on
sheet number 012386, Cyl 3 no dot.

High speed communication
Older readers will recall the use of pneu-
matic systems used in large department
stores whereby the counter assistant placed
money and the bill into a cylindrical
container, which was then despatched, with
the aid of compressed air, to a central
cashier via an overhead system of tubes,
who eventually returned it with the receipt
and change. Dibden described how the
post office took advantage of the effect of
gravity to speed the transmission of tele-
grams from the accepting point in the
Long Bar to the operating point in the
Civic Hall. A vertical pipe was rigged up
outside the stadium wall that extended
from the first floor balcony to the ground
floor. Telegrams were then placed in the
carrier and dropped down the pipe. One
of four ybung postmen waiting at the bot-
tom then extracted the message and ped-
alled away to the teleprinter situated in the
post office in the grounds. This method
saved the time taken to descend several
flights of stairs to ground level. The carrier
was retrieved by hauling on a piece of cord
attached it. A system that would have been
approved by Heath-Robinson!

Part 74 (November 2004) will describe some of
the varieties to be found on the 1949 Universal
Postal Union and 1951 Festival of Britain
stamps.

Readers interested in the stamps of
the KGVI period may wish to join the
King George VI Collectors’ Society,
founded by the late Frank Saunders in
1960. Further details can be obtained
from the Secretary, KGVICS,

17 Balcaskie Road, Eltham, London,
SE9 1HQ or from the society’s website
on www.kg6.info
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