King George VI Varieties

Part 72—GB Commemoratives

Richard Lockyer oge begins a two-part review of the King George VI
commemorative issues of Great Britain

Mention of the 1937 1'4d. Coronation stamp in Part 71 and the excellent book by
L Birch describing its many varieties inspired the idea that a brief review of
some of those occurring on other GB commemoratives would not come amiss. A few
have achieved listed status in the catalogues—the majority have not. Sheet size,
except for the 1940 Centenary issue and the Silver Wedding £1 value, was 20
horizontal rows of six stamps. However, for the sake of completeness and for the
benefit of those who own neither a copy of Birch’s book nor a SG GB Specialised
Catalogue, where 17 varieties on the Coronation stamp are listed, descriptions of

some of the more obvious follow.

1937 Coronation

The ‘Colon’ is probably the easiest to de-
tect as can be seen from the example illus-
trated. Two white dots appear between ‘12’
and ‘May’ on Row 10/1 on Cyl 7 no dot. It
was corrected on the fourth printing from
the cylinder. The multipositive ‘Ray Flaw’
shows as an excessive amount of white in
the ray of the cross at the top left corner of
the stamp (Fig 1). It is also easily seen with
the naked eye and occurs on R19/1 from
Cylinders 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 16, 17, 19 and
24. All no dot. It was corrected before issue
on Cylinders 2, 3, 18, 20, 23, 27 and 30
and 4, 7, 10, 16 and 19 were also issued
with the flaw corrected. A lower left corner
block will, therefore, either show the flaw
or the correction.

The latter vary slightly from cylinder to
cylinder and in his book, Birch describes
the differences between the 12 affected
cylinders. An example of the ‘Ray’ and the
correction are shown.

Even today, it is not too difficult to as-
semble a complete range of cylinder blocks
showing either the flaw or the correction.
However, the same cannot be said for the
‘Extra Decoration’ on the uniform of the
King. It takes the form of a white cross just
above the first decoration in the row of
medals on the chest of the monarch (Fig 2).
The marginal single illustrated carries the
variety. It was discovered by Birch after the
publication of his book and was reported
in The Philatelic Magazine on 3 February
1950. It occurs on R1/5 (Cyl 7 no dot).
Editorial comment, at the time, noted that
the variety continued to show after
printers had removed the ‘Colon’ and
other varieties from the cylinder, while its
perfect form raised the query that perhaps
it was placed deliberately on the cylinder.
The “Extra Decoration’ is certainly not easy
to spot and this is possibly another reason
why it escaped correction if it occurred
accidentally.

“The Pearl in the Orb’ is easy to find as it
occurs at R18/1 on all dot cylinders. A
cylinder block will thus show the faint
lightly coloured spot on the lower part of
the orb below the second and third jewels
from the left (Fig 3). In contrast, although
easy to see, the ‘Crack in the Orb’,

occurring in almost the same place, is hard
to find, as it only occurred on Cylinder 20
no dot at R4/11 (Fig 4). 'The Long Tail to
the S of POSTAGE’ at R11/1 Cyl 8 dot is
another variety that can be picked out
against the dark background (Fig 5). A
marginal copy will, of course, have the
lower half of the arrow showing in the sel-
vedge. This helps identification. The ‘Spot
in Lacing’ on R7/6 is a further example of
a multipositive flaw. A small white spot on
the lacing just to the right of the cross on
the orb shows clearly against the back-
ground (Fig 6). It can be found on Cylin-
ders 3, 4, 6 and 7 dot and was then
corrected, although traces can still be seen
on later cylinders. The foregoing is a very
small sample of the flaws found by Birch
—a host of others are described in his
book. Copies occasionally come up at auc-
tion and attract attention.

1940 Centenary

(Sheet size 20 rows of 8)

%d. The ‘Hole in the Central Cross of
Crown’ at R17/3 Cyl 1 dot (SG QCom?2a) is
illustrated clearly in Volume 2 of the
Stanley Gibbons Great Britain Specialised
Catalogue (Volume 2). A diligent search
could achieve success, as no doubt there
are examples waiting to be discovered,
particularly amongst used copies of this
low value.

The ‘Colon Flaw’

2%d. The reverse is true when consider-
ing “The Retouched Neck’ on the 24d.
value, most probably because it occurs in a
cylinder block—R20/2 Cyl 2 dot (SG Q6a
and CW S6b). It apparently started as a
small spot of smudged colour on the lower
neck of Queen Victoria and an attempt was
made to correct it by introducing three
short, almost horizontal lines across the
defective area. Presumably, examples of
the unretouched state exist. However, so
far as is known none has been recorded. (It
is to be hoped that any collector with a
copy will not hesitate to tell the editor or
author.) The Commonwealth Catalogue de-
scribes it as the ‘Neck Flaw’, but, not
surprisingly, the price columns are blank.
It should be noted that sheets overprinted
for use in the Morocco Agencies also show
‘The Retouched Neck’ (CW SS5a) and ex-
amples should be cherished, as only some
1224 sheets were issued. The second listed
variety on the 2/4d. is another very difficult
one to find. It is the ‘Loop to Crown’, R6/6
Cyl 3 no dot (SG QComéc). Although its
position was known for many years, it was
only within the last decade that the author
was able to confirm the cylinder number. It
is always worth looking for a used example,
although a contributor to a philatelic
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Corrected ‘Ray Flaw’

Fig 6

magazine, about 50 years ago, commented
that he had examined thousands of copies
without success. Rest assured, with luck,
they can be found—eventually.

The third variety is not so easy to see,
but thankfully is positioned in a cylinder
block. The ‘Retouch to the King’s Face and
Hair’ occurs on R20/1 Cyl 5 no dot (SG
QCom6b). The illustration in the cata-
logue is helpful as it shows the two affected
areas. The first, on the face, can best be
described as a general fuzziness on the
forehead and between the eye and earlobe.
Fortunately, the corrective work to the hair
is more distinctive and with the help of a
strong magnifying glass, six closely spaced
horizontal lines can be detected on the
rear of the head, in line with the top half of
the forehead.

1946 Victory

GSM (July 1946) contained strong criti-
cism of the two commemorative stamps
issued on 11 June 1946. Entitled ‘Peace
Puerilities’, the writer expressed the opin-
ion that the general messiness of the
design of the 2%d. by H L Palmer could
only be compared with that of the Free
French jigsaw for Djibouti. On the other
hand, he suggested that Reynolds Stone, a
descendent of Sir Joshua Reynolds, had
done better with the 3d. value. His jigsaw
had fewer pieces and was better arranged,
in fact purely as a design; his effort was
quite attractive, though unsuitable for a
postage stamp. (A classic example of how
to damn with faint praise!) The writer,
presumably the editor, Stanley Phillips,
concluded the article by saying ‘Studying
the two stamps together, we can only come
to the conclusion, that if this is the highest
summit to which we can attain, it would be
better to have no special stamps at all.’

One 1s left
wondering what
Phillips would
have written about
domestic stamp
design if he had
lived towards the
end of the 20th

century!

Editorial comments in GSM on other
King George VI commemoratives issued in
Great Britain are just as pungent. One is
left wondering what Phillips would have
written about domestic stamp design if he
had lived towards the end of the 20th
century!

It was stated before issue, that 24 million
of the 3d. value had been printed in
photogravure by Harrison’s of High
Wycombe. It was anticipated that this
quantity would last for about two months.
A letter appeared in The Times pointing out
that this meant a ‘ration’ of about half a
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stamp per head of population and this
combined with rumours that speculators
were at work resulted in a reprint of a
further 18 million stamps. It was an-
nounced later that 43,185,720 had been
sold i.e. 359,881 sheets of 120 stamps. An
explanation for the additional 9881 sheets
is still to come. It is worth noting that only
2500 sheets were overprinted for use in
Tangier—perhaps the catalogue price
needs revising.

Varieties on the 2%d.

There are two listed varieties; both are easy
to spot, but not so easy to find. The ‘Extra
Port-hole Aft’ affects R16/1 Gyl 11 no dot
(SG QCom8a) (Fig 7) and the ‘Extra Port-
hole at Fore’, R5/6 Cyl 8 dot (SG QCom8b)
(Fig 8). Stamp Mirror (10 June 1950) pub-
lished details of two other varieties. The
first, the ‘Broken Wheel on Tractor’ oc-
curred on R17/4 Cyl 7 dot. It did not
appear on all sheets and may have been
retouched. The second was R20/1 Cyl 7 no
dot where there were various spots of
colour due to over-etching, for example, a
clear one below the base of the chimney.
Attention was also drawn to a patch of
white and coloured spots to the right of the
farthest chimney. It appears that this area
was retouched as the author has a cylinder
block showing a definite repair. The two
vertical lines below the left-hand corner of
the stamp are, however, still present and
were possibly caused by scratches on the
plate. This particular stamp also caught the
eye of Gordon Ward MD, who described
the imperfections in Stamp Collecting on 20
July 1946 as a ‘nice representative selec-
tion of photogravure faults.’

Varieties on the 3d.

An important general point to note was
the use of two distinctly different inks. The
normal, and more common, is of a matt
appearance. However, bright shiny ink was
introduced and the effect of this was to
cause the stamps to look much deeper in
shade and fresher in appearance. Both
catalogues rate this at about three times
the normal price.

‘The Seven Berries’, a single-cylinder
flaw, is well known and was discovered
soon after release (SG QCom9b and CW
S9a). It was described as the ‘Extra Berry’
in GSM (August 1946). It occurs on R12/5,
Cyl 4 no dot and shows as an extra dot of
white above the lower leaf at the right-
hand side of the olive branch and is listed
and illustrated in both catalogues. An
example is shown. One sub-postmaster re-
ported at the time that one of his older
customers had expected him to go through
his entire stock to find him ‘the stamp with
seven berries’ without providing a clue
about its whereabouts. In June 1950 an
excellent article by A A Whitworth was
published in GSM in which he noted that a
semi-constant variety consisting of a
seventh berry occurred in the angle of the
bottom leaf of the spray and the top of the
bird’s beak on R20/1 Cyl 4 no dot. This
had been reported in Stamp Collecting (6
July 1946) by a number of correspondents
who had seen examples.

Whitworth also gave details of a further
seven noticeable varieties. Two other single-

cylinder flaws were the ‘Perforated’ or
‘Broken Leaf” on R1/5 Cyl 4 dot and ‘Hair-
lines’ on R16/6 Cyl 2 dot. The former is a
deep coloured spot on the small horizontal
leaf at the top left-hand part of the olive
branch (Fig 9). The latter is a horizontal
coloured hairline through the right-hand
‘3d.’” and below it, another hairline that
cuts the handle of the mason’s trowel and
the centre of the knot on the right of the
set squares and dividers. The last is a very
good identifying feature (Fig 10), once
found the other defects are seen without
difficulty. This particular variety has a
claim to fame, as it was the first on the 3d.
to be reported in Stamp Collecting (22 June
1946), beating the ‘Seven Berries’ into the
second paragraph of a news item. A few
years later, it was noted in Stamp Mirror (10
June 1950) that the hairlines were corrected
eventually.

Five multi-positive flaws attracted his
attention. First is “The Broken Lower
Wing’ at R16/1 on Cyls 2, 4 and 5 no dot
sheets (Fig 11). This is a coloured area
projecting into the rear side of the lower
wing where it joins the body. It is easier to
pick out the flaw on the Cyl 5 no dot sheets
as they were printed in shiny ink. The
earliest mention of this variety came from
Paul Grob, aged 10, of New Southgate
(Stamp Collecting 13 July 1946). Is it poss-
ible that he now reads GSM? Secondly,
‘The Long Tail-feather’ is a good descrip-
tion of a variety on R17/1 from Cyls 2, 4
and 5 no dot (Fig 12). The longer top
feather is much easier to see on the two
later cylinders. Thirdly, “The Parting Flaw’
occurs at R17/1 on Cyls 2, 4 and 5 no dot,
where the lock of hair at the front of the
King’s parting is misplaced upwards. A
tiny spot of colour within the parting just
to the right helps identification (Fig 13).
Fourthly, a small dense coloured spot,
where the hair joins the forehead is called
“The Gash in the Temple’ (Fig 14). This
occurs on R9/6 Cyls 2, 4 and 5 dot sheets
and is equally distinctive on all three (SG
QCom9c).

Lastly there is ‘The Broken Upper
Wing’. This is not easy to pick out and
consists of a small line half way along the
upper edge of the upper wing, cutting
straight into the wing. This can be found
on R9/6 Cyl 2 dot. A retouch on Cyl 4 dot
naturally alters its appearance and is the
same on Cyl 5 dot, except, of course, the
shiny ink helps to differentiate it.

A few other varieties are worth mention-
ing. First, the ‘Spot on the Trowel Handle’
at R12/4 Cyl 4 dot is a large white spot on
the neck of the trowel (Fig 15). Secondly,
the ‘Damaged Branch’, R5/1 Cyl 4 no dot,
takes the form of a tiny, but positive,
indentation on the right side of the main
branch at the junction with the first side
branch on the right (Fig 16). Thirdly, the
Joined Pearls on the Crown’, R6/4 Cyl 2
dot, are easily picked out (Fig 17). Fourthly,
The ‘Dotted Semi-circle’ on R7/1 Cyl 4 no
dot affects the top of the bird’s lower wing
(Fig 18). Fifthly, “The Defective Leaf Tip’ is
a minute defect on R13/3 from Cyl 4 dot
(Fig 19) and lastly ‘The Extended Tail
Feather’ on R19/1 from Cyl 2 no dot adds
attraction to a conventional cylinder block
(Fig 20).
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1948 Silver Wedding

2%d. A very prominent spot of deep blue
shows on the Queen’s right shoulder. It lies
between the diamond collar she is shown
wearing, and the top of her dress and
occurs on R15/1 Cyl 5 no dot. In the early
days, it was called ‘The Black Diamond’,
because of its very deep colour. However,
‘Spot on the Shoulder’ (SG QComz2a) is
strictly accurate, although Commonwealth's
‘Extra Jewel’ is more romantic (CW S10a).
Another spot has been reported, this time
on the Queen’s neck, affecting R20/5 Cyls
1-5 no dot, it is just discernable on the
nape of the Queen’s neck above the jewel
on her shoulder. ‘An Extra Pearl’ can also
be found on the Royal earring on R2/1 Cyl
4 no dot; this takes the form of a tiny spot
of white below the pendant earring. The
‘Queen’s Tooth’ makes a solo appearance
at R12/2 Cyl 4 dot, where the normally
dark coloured lips show a sliver of white, it
is not present on a couple of other sheets.
Confirmation about this occurring again
would be welcomed.

£1 (Sheet size 4x5). The Philatelic Maga-
zine (7 January 1949) noted a constant
clear coloured spot on R4/3 Cyl 1 dot.

1948 Channel Islands
Liberation

‘Four Varieties Only, Forsooth” was the title
of an exhaustive study by John K Temple-
ton (GSM October 1993) of the two stamps
issued on 10 May 1948 to celebrate the
liberation of the Channel Islands. For the
record, the four varieties mentioned were
the 1d. rose-red shade for the normal
scarlet, and on the 2%d., “The Crown Flaw’
(R2/1), “The Line Across Wheel’ (R6/1) and
“The Broken Wheel’ (R20/5). All are listed
in the SG Specialised Catalogue. In addition,
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Templeton dealt with Jubilee line flaws,
blind perforations and sheet numbers. He
concluded with an expression of hope that
he would, in time, be able to plate the ‘sea-
weed’ issue.

One of the joys of stamp collecting is the
opportunity to write up a collection and
add some details about the stamps on
album pages. The following facts may be of
help when considering the Liberation issue
portraying ‘vraicing’ or seaweed gather-
ing. Sydney R Campion was the Chief
Press and Broadcasting Officer at GPO
Headquarters at the time of issue and
supplied some biographical details about J
R R Stobie, who had designed the 1d.
value and Edmund Blampied RE, RBA,
who had adapted his own original draw-
ing, in collaboration with Harrisons, for
use on the 2%d. Campion’s press release,
‘Not for publication or broadcasting before
0030, BST Monday 10th May, 1948’ noted
that Stobie, who was apprenticed to
Harrison and Sons Ltd as a retoucher, had
joined the forces and after being invalided
out, rejoined the Company. He was a keen
artist and especially interested in portrait-
ure. Blampied, an etcher and painter in
watercolours, was born in Jersey on 30
March 1886. He studied art at a French Art
School on the island and later in London.
He exhibited at the Royal Academy and at
the French Salon and held ‘one man’
shows at the Lefevre Galleries, the Leices-
ter Galleries, in the USA and Italy.
Blampied is, of course, well known as the
designer of the six pictorial stamps issued
during the German occupation of Jersey.
One final fechnical note was included—the
two stamps were printed by photogravure
on paper specially provided by Messrs
Portals (John Allen and Sons) Ltd. at their
Ivybridge Mills. There was no mention of
the fact that many Channel Islanders
wanted reference to Liberation on the
stamps and the ‘Vraicing’ design caused
some dissatisfaction.

Part 73 (August 2004) will conclude the
examination of GB KGVI Commemorative
varieties.

Readers interested in the stamps of
the KGVI era may like to join some
400 other collectors who are members
of the King George VI Collectors’
Society founded in 1960 by the late
Frank Saunders. Further details can be
obtained from the Secretary, KGVICS,
98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH 1 3EW or from the
website www.kgb.info/ (not Freeserve).
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