King George VI Varieties
Part 71—The Last Round-up (Section 6)

Richard Lockyer, ose

1937 Coronation

Volume 2 of the Stanley Gibbons Great Britain Specialised Catalogue describes many of the
varieties affecting stamps of the King George VI era. However, although two full pages
are devoted to the 1%d. stamp issued in Great Britain to commemorate the Coronation it
would be most remiss not to mention a small, but invaluable book, containing 36 pages
chockfull of information about this modest issue. Entitled The Coronation Stamp, 1937 it
was compiled by L Birch and published by The Midland Stamp Company in conjunction
with Colonel H E Pike, CBE, DSO. The book’s subtitle, Ifs Aberrations, Flaws and
Abnormalities, sets the scene, but even then Birch readily admits that despite their efforts
many more flaws were not included as only single specimens were available. A measure of
his tenacity can be judged when one reads in his foreword that he searched through
150,000 used copies searching for an example of the ‘Corrected Colon’ variety sought by
Pike, a request that led to the eventual publication of the handbook. Happily, Birch was
eventually rewarded when he was able to purchase several sheets and blocks containing
the correction just before the book went to press. In his introduction, Pike strikes a chord
that is still most relevant today, when he wrote ‘my pocket demanded something
inexpensive and so I determined to give it a trial. It proved to be of absorbing interest,
full of excitement and major varieties, many of which may still remain to be discovered’,
he concluded ‘The average collector usually wants to discover things for himself; in this
Coronation stamp he has the ideal medium.’ These words are surely just as pertinent in
2004 when searching for KGVI varieties across the board.

Crown Colonies

It was decided that a uniform design
should be used for the 45 colonies because
of the limited time available between the
abdication of King Edward VIII and the
Coronation date set for the crowning of
King George VI. In addition, each was to
have the three denominations in most
general use for letter postage. Bradbury
Wilkinson and De La Rue were the
printers and they had about three months
to produce the required number of stamps.
23 sets were allocated to the former and
the rest, numbering 22, to De La Rue.
Both firms used the line-engraved process
and generally speaking, stamps from
Bradbury Wilkinson were more deeply
engraved giving a darker and heavier
effect. De La Rue numbered most of their
plates. The easiest recognition feature is
the difference in perforation: De La Rue
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13%x14 and Bradbury Wilkinson 11x11%.
With two exceptions, sheets were ten rows
of six. Those for Aden were 16 by 5 and
those for the Straits Settlements were 10 by
5.

Stamp Collecting published a regular
series from May to December 1937 called
‘Coronation  Compendium’.  Several
hundred tiny defects were faithfully
recorded, but unfortunately the
magazine’s contributors usually failed to
mention a sheet position. This was
probably because many readers were
examining single copies distributed
through their new issue service. This is a
pity as some were given attractive names
such as “The Escaped Curl’ on the Queen’s
left cheek on the Ascension 2d.
Nevertheless, a few were positioned and
the opportunity is taken to include them.

oo~y At a recent meeting of the KGVICS in Abing-

; don, Brian Pike showed a first rate example of
doubling of the design on the 3d. value printed
in green from the frame plate (SG 126). It was
agreed that the title “The Ghost’ was a good
description, as a second figure of the man carry-
ing bananas on his head shows clearly 2% mm to
the left. Closer examination reveals significant
doubling to the figure ‘3’, which shows in the

left margin. Above it, the frame surrounding the King’s head and the left side of the

head is affected in the same way. The trunks of the trees at the right are also doubled
to the left, as is the top frond. It is a ‘cracker’ and on a par with the doubling on the
6d. described previously. Any reader who has another copy, most probably used, is
urged to make the fact known. (The fact that the design does not appear to be doubled
clearly at the top right of the stamp suggests that some positions would have an ‘albino’ second
impression. Confirmation of this would lead to catalogue listing. Ed.)

Aden
The la. provided two varieties noted in
Stamp Collecting (5 June 1937). First, the
cross bar of the ‘A’ denoting anna at the left
was missing on R15/2 (stamp 74), until
corrected in later printings. The variety
was illustrated (Fig ). Secondly, the serif of
the upper bar of the ‘E’ of ‘ADEN’ was
broken on R14/3
(68). A contem-
porary advertise-
ment by Gulben-
kian & Co at 392
the Strand priced
positional blocks
of the former, en-
titled the ‘Inverted
V' at 17s5.6d. and
blocks of the
latter at 7s.6d.

Madame Joseph

It is worth pointing out that there are five
forged postmarks for Aden, ranging from
1 April 1937 to 2 March 1944, and a
further two apiece for Mukalla and Seiyun.
(Surprisingly there is another for Seiyun
with a 1967 date.)

Cook Islands

Bradbury Wilkinson printed the New
Zealand Coronation stamps in ten
horizontal rows of 12. Sheets from plates
IT (1d.), 2T (2%d.) and 3T (6d.) were
overprinted in black fancy type for the
Cook Islands at the Government Printing
works in Wellington. The stereos wore very
badly and ‘many varieties can be found.
Several are: of note. C P Rang described
‘The Small Second S’ at R1/2 on the three
values from the first printing (GSM Sep-
tember 1937). Fig 2 illustrates the normal

= COOK
IS'OS.
+ COOK
IS'DS.

overprint and Fig 3 the variety. It is listed
in Part 1 and the Commonwealth catalogues.
Rang also noted a second small ‘S’ on R8/4
on the same printing. This is only men-
tioned in a footnote in Commonwealth to-
gether with another example at R6/10 on
the second printing only. A square dot,
instead of an inverted comma between ‘IS’
and ‘DS’ on R8/4, was reported in Stamp
Collecting on 24 July 1937. This affected
stamps from the first printing.
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‘The Small Second S’ variety is most
easily detected by the space above the ‘S’
being greater than above the other letters
on the same line. This appears to be due to
the letter being slightly dropped as well as
damaged at the top. Rang considered that
the suggestion it might be a wrong-sized
letter, similar in character to those which
occurred in the 1935 Silver Jubilee issue,
was not likely. It has to be said that the
defects in the overprint are very hard to
spot on the 24d. value as the black over-
print blends into the Prussian blue back-
ground. The third printing was free from
varieties.

Robson Lowe confirmed the use of three
settings of the stereos and quoted the
numbers printed as: 1d.—737,572. 2%d.—
569,108. 6d.—541,657. The late release
date—1 June 1937—was due to the infre-
quency of the mail services between New
Zealand and the islands.

Gilbert and Ellice Islands

A diagonal line through the ‘E’ of
‘ELLICE’ at R1/1 on the 1%d. value was
described in Stamp Collecting on 5 June
1937; two weeks later, a similar error was
noted on R2/1.

Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika
The official date of issue was 12 May 1937.
However, airmail covers were reported at
* the time with the date 11 May. Mr Robert
Hunter offered an explanation for this in
GSM (February 1938). He explained that
his son was one of the first to enter the
Nairobi Post Office on 12 May to buy
Coronation stamps, which he used on mail
posted that day. When these letters
reached Mr Hunter he noticed that those
sent by sea mail had the 12 May postmark,
whereas the airmail registered cover was
postmarked ‘l1la.m., 11th May 1937". As
the post office was extremely busy on 12
May, he suggested that in the rush of
selling Coronation stamps, the datestamp
for registered airmail matter was not
altered to bring it up to date.
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Nauru

The re-entry on the 2%d. (CW S3a) was
described in Part 30 (November 1993), but
the faint vertical line from the upper left
corner was not mentioned.

Niue

Sheets of the New Zealand Coronation
issue were again used—I1L (1d.), 2L (2%d.)
and 3L (6d.). The normal overprint is
shown at Fig 4. However, the type wore
very badly and
I u minor varieties
abound as well
Fig 4 as dropped let-
ters, particularly the ‘E’. The most striking
variety occurred on R9/4 on all three
values and it is surprising that it has not
caught the eye of a catalogue editor. Rang
described it a few months after the Cor-
onation (GSM September 1937). ‘NIUE’ is
in smaller type or the letters were dam-
aged, as the overprint is at least imm less
in height than normal. There are no serifs
on the ‘N’ and
N l u E ‘U’ while the top
of the ‘E’ is flat-
Fig5 tened (Fig 5). A
further set of stereos resulted in a con-
siderable improvement and the variety was
corrected. However, it was the view of
Stamp Collecting (28 August 1937) that
there were three states of the overprint. It
noted another fairly prominent recurring
variety from the first stereo on R10/7,
where the tail of the down-stroke of the ‘N’
had a shortened loop. In addition, on the
third state a variety caused by damage
developed on R1/10 and 11, where the top
stroke of the ‘E’ became twisted down-
wards. Commonwealth gives the numbers
printed as: 1d.—730,429. 2/%4d.—575,288.

6d.—547,000.

Contemporary comment compared the
variety described by Rang on the 1937
Coronation set to the overprinted 2%d.
deep blue issued in 1915 where ‘NIUE’
was 1% mm high. This was listed in the
1945 Part 1 (33a at that time), at eight
times the price of the normal stamp. It was

not a newcomer to the catalogue as it had
been included in 1920, with the same
catalogue number, and continued to be
listed until, at least, 1963. However, it is no
longer featured.

Northern Rhodesia

It was noted in Stamp Collecting (5 June
1937) that a hyphen appeared between
‘NORTHERN’ and ‘RHODESIA’" at R9/6
on the 3d. value, but was corrected in later
printings. At the time Gulbenkian & Co
were offering the variety for 25s.—a lot of
money in 1937 and only 2s.6d. less than
the cost of the omnibus issue of 135 stamps
for 45 colonies. A ‘Blob of Ink on the
King’s Head’ was also reported occurring
on the 1d. at R10/5, but this could have
been a transient fault.

Papua

‘Coronation Sensation’ was the headline to
an advertisement from The Guildhall
Stamp Company in Stamp Collecting (21
August 1937). On offer were complete sets
of the four Coronation stamps for Papua
on registered covers, postmarked and
backstamped 2 April 1937 and accom-
panied by official confirmation of posting.
The price was 30s. (£1.50) and that was a
significant sum of money in those days.
Part 1 has the following explanatory foot-
note ‘Some covers franked with these
stamps and posted on 2 June 1937 were
postmarked 2 April 1937 in error” The
‘Halo’ on the 1d. green (CW Sla) and
other varieties were described in Part 30.

South West Africa

Sheets were printed in sheets of 120
stamps arranged in two panes of 60, in six
horizontal rows of ten. The printer’s im-
print appears in the lower margin of each
pane. The design is not particularly im-
pressive, although the colours are striking.
In gutter pairs, they make an attractive
display as can be seen by those below.
There is only one significant variety. It
occurs on the 4d. value and consists of a
strong re-entry to the lower part of the left

Striking colours—South West Africa’s Coronation issue
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frame on R6/3 from the lower pane. A
strong line occurs between the two left
frame lines in the lower half of the stamp
and this is the identifying feature. The
nearby leaves also show signs of doubling.
It was first noted in Stamp Collecting (4
September 1937). Fig 6 has been taken
from a Stamp Collecting handbook entitled
Coronation Stamps of the Empire in Philatelic
Retrospect by the editor, Douglas Arm-
strong. The variety has been listed in the
Commonwealth catalogue for many years
(CWS6a). At the time, two other minor
instances of doubling were described on
the 3d. The first on R6/10, where the top
frame line and ‘1937 were affected, and
the other on R6/8, where there was similar
doubling of the upper frame line—both
from the lower pane. The stamps were on
sale from 12 May to 31 July 1937. Post
office sales totalled £121,426, some values
were sold out, but stocks, mostly of the
lower denominations, valued at £8173 had
to be destroyed when the issue was with-
drawn. Nevertheless, there was a tidy profit
of £112,541 for the administration as the
cost of printing and post office charges
only amounted to £8885.

A contemporary report by the Robertson
Stamp Company reported that exporters
of Karakul pelts used large quantities of
Coronation stamps. The pelts were sent to
London in 111b parcels, each franked with
Coronation stamps to the
value of 11s.

Straits Settlements
During late 1937, Stamp Collecting reported
the following varieties. First, the 4c. R1/1
Plate B1, where the fringe on the centre of
the Queen’s forechead had two hairs to the
below the main hairs of the fringe.
o Secondly, the 8c.
o @‘ a dot below the
g King’s left eye,
from Plate B1 carried a black dot on the
Queen’s forehead resembling a ‘Hindu
between the eyebrows. It was reported that
the adjacent stamp at R2/4 sometimes had

right deeply and well defined running
R2/1 Plate Al, had

Fig 7 hile RY/5 printed

Caste Mark’ (Fig 7). The dot is easy to see
heavy ink marks on the nose of the Queen.

Forged postmarks on

Coronation covers

Readers who collect examples of the 1937
Coronation first day covers may not be
aware that two stamp dealers, John Dris-
coll Harris and George Whitehead, were
convicted on the charges of forgery at the
Stafford Assizes in 1938. They were
charged with ‘conspiring together to de-
fraud by falsely representing that certain
marks on stamped envelopes purporting
to show that they had been posted on 12th
May 1937, were genuine postal cancella-
tion marks, forging stamped envelopes of

various Dominions purporting to bear
postal cancellations of 12th May 1937,
uttering envelopes bearing false cancella-
tion marks well knowing them to be forged
and with intent to defraud.’ (This is surely
a good example of legal jargon.) The
police gave evidence that 3283 forged first
day covers of the Gold Coast, Gilbert and
Ellice Islands, Northern Rhodesia and
British Solomon Islands had been sold for
£2119. This figure did not include com-
plete sets of first day covers, many of which
had included forgeries. Harris was sen-
tenced to nine months imprisonment and
Whitehead to 18 months. A comment in
The Philatelist expressed the view that a
very conservative estimate of the cash that
changed hands for the forgeries was
£10,000 to £12,000 and this did not take
into account the heavy losses caused by the
drop in the value of genuine covers and
the fall in the price of mint sets.

Robson Lowe was an expert witness and
his Guide to Forged Postmarks on Coronation
Covers, complete with illustrations, was
published in contemporary issues of The
Philatelist. Suffice it to say that to assemble
representative examples of the ‘J D Harris’
first day covers could prove to be an inter-
esting sideline for a KGVI collector,
particularly as Robson Lowe in his account
added Ascension, British Honduras, Do-
minica, Nyasaland and St Helena to the
list.

1946 Victory Issue Plate varieties

Thanks to the very sharp eyes of Chris Webb, a member of the KGVICS, it is possible to
add some more varieties to those described in Parts 12-14 (GSM May, August and

November 1989).

Fiji 2/4d. green R9/5, ‘The Divers’ (Fig 8). Two small marks occur immediately above the
barges and under the tiny rowing boat. (One is doing a flat racing dive and the other a

Jjack-knife!).

Gilbert and Ellice Islands 1d. purple R2/5, “The Tick and Dot’ (Fig 9). These marks
appear to the left of the tall central (Victoria) spire. R6/5, ‘The Exploding Bomb’ (Fig
10). Three tiny dense marks against a circular haze, by the spire, Jjustifies the
description. R8/6 has four slight imperfections: ‘Sharks’ Fins' (Fig 11), a couple of small
triangular marks show above the left value tablet in front of the launch. “The Coracle’
(Fig 12) takes the form of a noticeable spot above the first barge and close to the river
wall. There is also a short semi-vertical line on the river’s sérface above the foremast of
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the launch and a tiny spot in the sky
above and to the right of Big Ben and
under the ‘4’ of ‘1946’. Examples of R8/6
exist without “The Coracle’ and semi-
vertical line, although they are usually
present.

Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika 20c.
orange R8/2, “The Meteorite Splashdown’
(Fig 13). This is a large circular mark in
line with the ‘c’ of “20c.” and just to the
right of the vertical frame line of the left
value tablet. R9/2, “The Falling Bomb and
Flying Saucer’ (Fig 14a and b). They show
either side of the main tower. ‘The Long
Scratch’ begins in the top margin above
R1/2 and continues downwards through
R1/2, 2/2, 3/2-3, 4/3, 5/3, 6/3, 7/3 and 8/3.
30c. blue. R2/3, “The Fishhook’ (Fig 15).
Although an apt description, the mark
appears in the sky to the right of the
main tower close to the upper right
turret.

Mauritius 20c. blue R5/5, ‘The Fishing
Net Floats’ (Fig 16). A series of dots
stretch between the small boat above the
launch and close to the river wall and the
barges at the right.

St Vincent 3%d. blue ‘The Mole’. A most
distinctive

‘;{\\N\ - '26::,/ circular mark
N P occurs on the

z — =§ nose of the
King between

his eyes (Fig 17, lefl).

Trinidad and Tobago 6c. blue R6/3, “The
Grave Accent’ (Fig 18). The ‘4’ of ‘1946’
has a short diagonal above it. R7/4, ‘The
Falling Plank’ (Fig 19), another
imaginative title to describe a noticeable
vertical line in the sky to the left of, and
level with, the central spire.

Current numbers

The inverted numbers that appear below
R10/1 on many, but not all values, are
unique to the Houses of Parliament Victory
issue for the Crown Colonies. It is highly
probable that De La Rue used them as
some sort of record, with the intention that
they should be buffed off the plates before
printing. This was done for some, but
eventually abandoned as it proved to be a
time-consuming task. Furthermore, it did
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not matter if the current numbers showed
on the printed sheets. Therefore, sheets
printed for some colonies have the num-
bers, others do not. It has been reported
that traces of the buffed out numbers can
be detected on a few sheets.

‘Inserted stamps’

Two news items during 1946 drew atten-
tion to the existence of ‘Inserted Stamps’
in sheets of the Victory or Peace issue for
the three New Zealand Dependencies. The
first, in Stamp Collecting (20 July) mentioned
that supplies received by D R Pope of
Stourbridge had one stamp extracted from
the sheet of both the 2d. Cook Islands and
the 6d. Western Samoa and a loose stamp
attached to make up the total. He had
examined used copies and found two poor
examples of overprinting that might
account for this unusual occurrence. The
2d. Cook Islands had an extra line after
‘COOK’ making it ‘COOKI’ while the 6d.
had a thickening to the bar of the ‘T" of
‘WESTERN’ that made it look very ugly.
They did not impress the editor who ex-
pressed the view that, while they could be
the reason for the deletion of the two
stamps, their removal showed great sensit-
ivity on the part of those who did the
overprint in New Zealand.

In September, GSM noted that the firm
had received sheets of the issue for the
three dependencies from which single
stamps had been removed and replaced by
others held in position by strips of thin
paper gummed over the perforation. It
was judged that the reason for this must lie
with the overprints as no substitution had
been seen on sheets of the unoverprinted
issues. No consistency in the position of
the inserted stamps had been found and
the explanation seemed to be that minor
blemishes of the overprint had led the
oversensitive authorities to remove the of-

fending stamps. Nevertheless, the comment
concluded ‘Collectors who find themselves
in possession of such specimens should not
blame the dealer for botching, but on the
contrary congratulate themselves on having
a very collectable curiosity.’

In the late 1980s, the late Barney
Kleinberg of Pinner told the author that
nearly every sheet of three of the Western
Samoan values he had seen had always had
one stamp ‘inserted’. The location of the
replacement stamp was constant for each
value, i.e. R4/3 on the 1d., R7/3 on the 6d.
and R1/11 on the 8d. They were all fixed
to the sheets with thin brownish paper
2mm wide on the gum side, attaching each
stamp firmly and neatly to its neighbours.
He went on to say that the matter had
caused him problems as a dealer, because
purchasers who wished to buy complete
unmounted sets in sheet form had re-
turned them as defective. The author was
not so choosey and more than content to
obtain ‘collectable curiosities’!

Malta

A typing error

In Part 70 the position given for the
damage to the left foot of the second ‘A’ of
‘MALTA on the 2%d. was incorrect. It
occurs on Row 6/10 (not 6/9). Thanks go to
Peter Dawson of the King George VI
Collectors Society for drawing attention to
the mistake.

Part 72, reviewing varieties on Great Britain
commemoratives, will appear in the May
edition of GSM.

Readers interested in the stamps of the KGVI era may like to join the King George
VI Collectors Society. Details are available from the Secretary, KGVICS, 98 Albany,
Manor Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3EW or on the Society’s website at www.kg6.info/

(not Freeserve).
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