King George VI Varieties
Part 70—the Last Roundup (Section 5)

Richard Lockyer, ose

Stanley Phillips was the editor of GSM for many years and in June 1941 recounted
an event, under the title ‘Topical Notes’, that illustrated the sort of problem
confronting businesses at the time. He described how one of his editorial staff
rushed into action within a few moments of receiving the news that the May 1941
edition of GSM had been bombed and completely destroyed. Phillips wrote, ‘A
London printer, placidly having his lunch in a nearby restaurant, had his peaceful
munchings rudely interrupted and was faced by the demand that he then and there
proceed to print us an emergency issue of the magazine’. Phillips continued, saying
that he believed the printer insisted on finishing his lunch, but after that events
moved rapidly and the emergency issue for May was in the hands of most of GSM’s
readers only a few days late. He took the opportunity to include a note that ‘Our
own premises at 391 are still structurally intact in spite of rumours to the
contrary...’. Elsewhere in the magazine came the first news of the Fiji 2%d./2d.
surcharge. Another item disclosed that within a few days of the welcome
reoccupation of British Somaliland, the Crown Agents had announced that a fresh
issue was being prepared and steps were being taken to demonetise all previous
issues of British Somaliland. No doubt the news of looting referred to in Part 67

had reached London.

Jamaica
(See Parts 56-7, GSM May and August
2000)

1937 Coronation

Stamp Collecting (12 June 1937) reported
that the first three stamps in the first two
rows of the 1%d. value had the inscriptions
‘1’%d. JAMAICA 1%d. in outline instead of
in solid colour. The defect was most
noticeable on R1/1.

2’%d.

The late Hugh James noted only one
minor constant setting-up mark on the
2%d. value in his excellent study of the
stamps of Jamaica issued during the reign
of King George VI. It was a mapping mark
in the form of a very fine vertical line in
the right margin, just below JAMAICA’ on
R2/3. He also noted the equally fine diag-
onal scratch crossing the right frame ad-
Jjacent to the leaf hanging under the bunch
of bananas on R2/4. A very small flaw
affecting the small ‘2’, on a single copy, has
recently been reported to the author by
Michael Hamilton. It has been identified
on a sheet and occurs, most conveniently,

on RI1/1 (Fig 1). The large ‘2’ is also
affected. It has to be said that the defect is
exceedingly small and the
scale used for the illustra-
tion shows this! It is not
known if it is constant on
Fig 1 all the 22,394 sheets
printed from unnumbered plates to satisfy
four requisitions from the Crown Agents
between 1938 and 1942. As an aside, this
may seem a good number of sheets, but
pales into insignificance when compared
to 1,162,446 printed for the 2d. value.

A doubled vignette

The doubling to the vignette of the 6d.
value was described in Part 57 and it was
noted that the late Hugh James knew of
four copies, including his own. A used copy
has recently been found in the USA and an
unmounted mint copy and another used
have been identified in the UK. It appears
that at least one sheet received a double
impression. Any collector owning an addi-
tional copy is asked to contact the author
so that the investigation can be carried
forward.

A strange shade

Mention was made in Part 56 of the
discussions in the past about the authen-
ticity of the 2s. with the yellow-olive frame.
Michael Gooday of Norfolk has since
found another used copy on piece with two
normal copies. He discovered them in a
large quantity of 1940 to 1960 kiloware ap-
parently hoarded by someone who worked
for a large Liverpool-based insurance com-
pany. The three stamps had been torn
from a standard manila envelope and the
unusual stamp on the right has, unfortun-
ately, a small tear in the top margin but is
tied to its neighbour by a c.d.s. This evid-
ence points to normal commercial usage
with the high probability that the stamps
formed part of a stock bought by a firm in
Jamaica. It supports the view that some-
how, at least, one sheet in the unusual
shade was available in the Colony. The
piece has now come into the possession of
the author and a photograph of it and an-
other example with part of a slogan cancel
matching the adjacent 1s. value is shown
close by. The two latter values were on
piece, but unfortunately were separated.
The two additional used single copies in
the strange shade, making four in all, add
support to the existence of a sheet. The
only discernable date of usage is (19)56.
Any reader who has any further informa-
tion about this matter is asked to put pen
to paper and write to either the Editor of
GSM or the author and so help resolve a
philatelic mystery. The normal shade is, of
course, shown for comparative purposes.
(When writing this the author had not seen |
Pemberton’s letter in Ask GSM’ (October 2003).
our reply was based on Richard Lockyer’s com-
ments in Part 56 which suggested that the yellow-
olive-framed 2s. was probably a colour change-
ling. It occurs to us that it might have seemed
worthwhile to clean fiscal cancellations or violet
temporary rubber datestamps from a 2s. value
and that in doing so the original brown colour
was altered. Comments would be welcome! Ed.)

Colour changelings with normal (far

right) for comparison
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Postmarks

There are plenty of interesting small town
and village postmarks to collect, although
it has to be said that patience is needed to
find clear, clean examples. Such names as
Adelphi, Bath, Cornwall Mountain, Dee-
side, Enfield, Frome, Glen Islay, Hayes,
" Islington, Jack’s River, Kellitts, Little Lon-
don, Malvern, Newton, Old England,
Pembroke Hall, Reading, Spaldings, Troy,
Ulster Spring, Vineyard Town and White-
hall can evoke all sorts of memories and
are hard to find. The same can be said for
Racecourse and Street Letter Box. In con-
trast, Cross Roads, Half Way Tree, Kingston,
Mandeville, Montego Bay, Old Harbour
and Spanish Town seem to be fairly
prolific. The Philatelic Handbook of Jamaica
by E F Aguilar, published in 1949 provides
much information.

Travelling Post Office (TPO) cancella-
tions are seen infrequently and those from
Jamaica are no exception. Mail-carrying
trains travelled between Kingston and
Montego Bay and between Kingston and
Port Antonio. The mark ‘TPO.1" was
applied to mail carried from Kingston to
Montego Bay. On the reverse journey,
‘TPO.%” was used. Mail carried between
Kingston and Port Antonio was marked
‘T.PO.2’ in either direction.

Nathan’s Store

In April 1938 GSM devoted seven lines to
a special blue postmark, used in February.
It was in the shape of a large rectangle
worded ‘JAMAICA PHILATELIC SOCIETY
—THIRD STAMP EXHIBITION—AT
NATHAN’S STORE’. This prompts two
queries. Is Nathan’s Store still in business
and how fares the Jamaica Philatelic
Society? Perhaps these questions may
provoke a letter to the editor ...

Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika

(See Parts 33-5 August, November 1994
and February 1995)

Plate Flaws

Blocks of the 10c. with the ‘Mountain
retouch’ at R6/7 (135a) are not all that easy
to find because they came from the centre
of the sheet, rather than the more obvious
position at R5/10 alongside the selvedge
and printers guide cross. The latter was
spotted first and extracted from sheets
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even though the former had a longer life,
but was not noticed until the retouch to
R5/10 was identified and inspired further
scrutiny. Goldcast Philatelics of Southport
has identified eight centre plate flaws in
each of three blocks of nine (3x3) with the
retouch on the centre stamp at R6/7. Two
on R5/6 are most distinctive; one has been
called “The Shillelagh’ and the other “The
Frying Pan’. They are situated just to the

right of the tall central tree (Fig 2). It is
confirmed that they
lg\ both occur on two
? sheets without the
— retouch at R5/10 from
- T FP9 CP7B. However,
Fig 2 neither is evident on a
sheet with both retouches to the mountain
at R6/7 and 5/10. It is worth noting that
‘The Shillelagh’ is a much stronger
horizontal line that exists in a fainter form
on all impressions.

Watermark error

The ‘A of ‘CA’ missing from the watermark
on the 15c. (137ab) is currently unpriced
in the Part I catalogue. It is worth noting
that an example on a sheet in the author’s
collection, printed from Frame Plate 2,
Centre Plate 3B, occurs on the fourth
stamp in the top row. It is also noteworthy
that the sheet has a very deep bottom
margin (26mm) and under the imprint
carries the reversed number 2915-3, in
black, within a heavily printed ‘curtain’ in
black and rose-red from the two printing
plates. This is the De La Rue Register
Number for the centre plate.

Contemporary printing costs

A Crown Agents official tender for
Requisition 1206/2 was issued on 7 Octo-
ber 1941 and sent to De La Rue. It con-
cerned the supply of one million lc.
stamps, in sheets of 100. The total cost was
£154 10s. 4d. and this included an agreed
increase of 6 per cent on 23 August 1938
and a further agreed increase of 10 per
cent chargeable from 1 October 1940. The
tender stated that 730,240 stamps were to
be supplied without interleaving and num-
bering, with the balance interleaved with
wax paper and numbered one upwards in
parcels of 500 sheets. The parcels were to
be addressed to the PMG in Nairobi, via
Mombasa. There was a special requirement
for Kenya that ‘All packages must be
painted with a blue band in such a way that
the band is visible on any face of the
package’. The whole order was to be sent
to the Chief Inspector of Stamps at the
Crown Agents. There were 100 cents to a
shilling and it does not take complicated
mathematics to work out that, even on this
very low value, there was a manufacturing
profit to be made as well as a source of
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revenue for the colonial administration. A
profit that grew for any colony, as the face
value of the stamps increased. After all,
printing costs remained much the same
whether producing a 1c., 50c. or £1 stamp.
The situation was frankly admitted in
1962 by Mr R S Leydin, the Administrator
for Norfolk Island (GSM April 1961). In
response to concern expressed by the newly
created Island Council about the depend-
ence on philatelic sales to finance the Ter-
ritory’s public services in 1960/1 he stated:
‘Most small countries attract revenue by
means of stamp sales because it is a ready
means by which further taxation burdens
on the local population are avoided. It is
hoped that a continuance of revenue from
stamp sales will enable the Administration
to undertake capital works for the finan-
cing of which there is no other prospect.’

Pay scales

Although well outside the King George VI,
period the contents of a letter dated 6
October 1919, from Mr A J Hayes, a
Director of De La Rue, to the Stamp
Inspection Department gives a glimpse of
contemporary rates of pay. Examiners
were paid from 32s.8d. to 37s.8d for a 47%
hour week, those under 18 years old were
classed as ‘learners’ and earned from
195.10d. to 215.10d. They were paid for all
fixed holidays and one week’s summer
holiday. (By 1948 pay scales had improved
slightly, for example, 18-year-olds serving
in the RAF as Aircraftmen II were paid 4s.
(20p) a day.)

Malta

(See Parts 7, 8 and 9, February, May and
August 1988)

%d.

Some time in the life of Plate 6 a very
strong re-entry affected Row 6/3. It seems
that Mike Mercer of Parkstone Philatelics,
Redcar, first noticed it and by May 1995
was able to provide its position. The semi-
vertical lines of shading on the left of the
King’s face (looking at the stamp) show
very clear doubling as does the outline of
the forehead and nose and lines of shading
in the neck. Indeed, the general impres-
sion when seen in a sheet or block, is that
the left side of the face is noticeably darker
than normal. In addition, the design in the
upper left framework behind the value, the
shading lines of the castle above the ‘M’ of
‘MALTA’ and the nearby framework all
show doubling. It is most surprising that
this very clear re-entry was not reported at
a much earlier date.

Examination of a batch of nine sheets
from Plate 6 all overprinted ‘SELF-
GOVERNMENT 1947’ has revealed three
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with the re-entry. The remaining six most
probably came from another printing as
they have ‘bulls eye’ guide marks above

and below the fiféh vertical column and

alongside R3/1. Not one of the nine sheets
has the Joined NT’ variety at R4/10. All
the sheets were, therefore, overprinted with
the fresh unit that most probably came into
use for the release on 16 May 1950. None
of the sheets carries a sheet number. Fur-
ther issues then occurred on 5 November
1953, 13 April 1954 and 26 July and 23
November 1955. There are the usual breaks
in the letters and figures that result from
overprinting recessed-engraved stamps on
the batch of six sheets without the re-entry.
Some show a measure of constancy indic-
ating damage to individual letters. How-
ever, the three sheets with the re-entry
have only a few very minor inconsistencies
in the overprint except for a clear nick out
of the foot of the ‘9’ of ‘1947’ on R5/9 (Fig
3). A pencil note in the margin—CA
3/52'—on one of the three sheets indicates
that they came from the May 1950
release. However, if the re-entry

was made just prior to the 1950
release then the question arises

why did it escape detection for so Fig 3
long? After all, the four succeeding re-
leases should have been affected. Any
assistance to resolve this problem would be
most welcome.

2d.

The ‘Extra Windows’ variety achieved
catalogue status a few years ago. It and the
‘Curl on the King’s Head’ (R2/6 other
pane, both colours), were described in
Stamp Collecting on 10 March 1945. Thus
occurred a ‘gestation’ period for the
former of more than half a century. Will
the latter break the record?

2%d.

The second ‘A’ of ‘MALTA’ shows marks
from plate damage to its left foot at R6/9
(Fig 4). The variety has been seen on
greyish-blue and dull violet stamps with
and without the overprint. It has not,
as yet, been confirmed on the scarlet-
vermilion. On the other

pane, without

the damaged

‘A, the right

vertical frame

lines of the

value tablet Fig 4 Fig 5

are disfigured adjacent to the ‘d’ of ‘2%d.’
on R5/3. on both the 2%d. dull violet and
scarlet-vermilion (Fig 5).

6d.

The ‘Broken F’ at R3/1 on the 6d. Self-
Government stamp could not be illustrated
in GSM (August 1988), as an example was
not available, although the repair was
shown. The opportunity is now taken to
provide an illustration of the damage (Fig
6) leading to the eventual repair (Fig 7).
The damage was noted in GSM (February
1953) when the new print- -~

in London on 30 Decem- F F
ber 1952 from a new frame

ing of the 6d. was released
plate 4 and centre plate 2. Fig 6 Fig 7

Fig 12

Fig 13

A small inverted T-mark at R6/8 occurs in
the oval around the King’s head on both
colours of the 1%4d. from the unnumbered
plate beginning with the 17 February 1938
issue (Fig 8). This is the third T-mark on
the pane without the ‘Broken Cross’
variety. (The other two occur in the second
‘A’ of ‘MALTA on R3/10 and 5/8 Figs 9-10).
A doubled “T” also so occurs on R5/8 (Fig
11). The opportunity is also taken to pro-
vide an illustration of the inverted T-mark
on the 6d. at R4/10 from the initial print-
ing from unnumbered plates released on
17 February 1938 (Fig 12). Another, from
the same release occurred at R5/10. It is
located within the left leg of the second ‘A
of ‘MALTA (Fig 13). An unpositioned copy
from the Self-Government overprinted
issue has several marks within the “T” and
‘A of ‘MALTA'. These have all the hall-
marks of a Waterlow setting mark. It is
most unusual and included in the hope
that someone can position it. The centre of
the ‘L’ of ‘MALTA’ on the 5s. is another
spot where the remains of a T-mark can be
detected, while traces can be found in the
sky above the left-hand building. The 10s.
is also worth examining as the left bar of a
T-mark can be detected in the white
border to the right of ‘MELITAE’. A faint
vertical stem shows underneath. The
semaphore flaw at R2/7 on the 5s. (230a) is
a popular and well-known variety. The dis-
covery in the USA during 1994 of the first
example on the 1947 Self-Government
issue followed by another in 1995, led to its
listing in Part I as 247b. At least three more
used copies have since come to light. A
glance at the catalogue will show that it is
worth checking every copy seen to find the
fifth or even sixth example!

Waterlow working plate

numbers

The use of working plate numbers by
Waterlow, printed in the top selvedge, has
Jjustified previous comment during this
series. The printers guillotined them from
the sheet, but very octasionally, the figures
escaped complete erasure. The marginal
block of the 1947 14d. Self-Government
stamp, shown nearby, is the only example
seen by the author for King George VI
issues for Malta.
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Large ‘NT’ in overprint

The use of a common

overprinting plate

The %d., printed from Plates 4, 5 and 6,
and the 5s. shared a common overprinting
plate—consequently the ‘Joined NT* (R4/
10) is listed for both values. In 1988 a copy
of the 5s. with the ‘Hammer’ (R5/3) had
been seen. Since then, not only have other
examples been acquired, but also further
copies of the 5s. with the ‘Tick’ or ‘Accent’
flaw (R1/2). (The ‘Hammer and ‘Tick’
were illustrated in Part 9.) In addition, two
copies of the 5s. with a ‘Missing Crossbar’
have been found. This raises the question:
does it occur on the ¥d? )

The ‘Large NT’ variety

The existence of the ‘Large NT” on R10/1
received attention in Part 9 and an
illustration was shown—the above picture
of the 4%d. offers a clear example. It was
reported in GSM (March 1953) that the six
values in the new colours with the Self-
Government overprint released on 8 Janu-
ary 1953 had, with one exception, the same
plate numbers used for the last printing in
the old colours i.e. 1d. ‘4", 1%d., 2d. and
3d. ‘2’ and no number for the 2%d. The
exception was the 4%d. with a new frame
plate number ‘3’ and no centre plate num-
ber. It was apparent that a new setting had
been used for the overprint on the 44d. as
there was a different alignment of the letter-
ing throughout the sheet and the large
‘NT variety on R10/1 had disappeared.
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Whoever was responsible for buffing
the marks off the plate did not do a

satisfactory job

[ EEEREEENEENEEEEEEEEEEE R REEEEREEREEEEEEEERENRENEENENRNENENR-EJRJEH:.E:EJ;NRNES:]

Mauritius

(See Part 44, May 1997)
C P Rang discussed and illustrated a
remarkable pair of the 25c. value in GSM
(March 1948). ‘MAURITIUS’ had been
crudely hand-painted on the left-hand
copy. It was possible, he wrote, to detect
the very faint, and almost colourless im-
pression of the original word on the left-
hand stamp and this had been strength-
ened by rough strokes using ink in the
same colour as the printed word. The
crudeness of the work raised some doubts
as to its authenticity. On the other hand,
although it was obvious when attention was
drawn to it, the retouching was good
enough to disguise weak
printing and, therefore,
from the printer’s view
worth doing. The letters
‘MAURT are very faint Bif
on this copy of a used
3c. and clearly show that
weak printing did occur.
Those collectors interested in ‘deliberate
mistakes’ in stamp design may like to take
note of the 12c. pictorial stamp (282). The
latitude and longitude of Port Louis are
shown as 21°10' South and 57°30" East,
whereas they should be 20°18" South and
57°31' East (GSM October 1950).
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North Borneo

(See Part 63, February 2002)

Montserrat

‘There is nothing of especial rarity or
interest’ was the concluding remark by
Potter and Shelton when dealing with the
first definitive set for Montserrat. Good
news for De La Rue who printed the
stamps, but disappointing for variety
hunters. It was, therefore, pleasing to note

mu'f that the 18th edition

b, of the Commonwealth

catalogue published
—_— by Murray Payne in-
Fig 14

cludes and illustrates
‘The Engraver’s Slip” (CW 8) on the Is.
(perf 13x13) at R10/5 (Fig 14) with an
accompanying note that it apparently only
occurs on this perforation.

Northern Rhodesia

(See Part 61 August 2001)

Moreton Black writing in Stamp Collecting
on 7 January 1950 described a ‘Scar on the
King’s Temple’ on the 2s.6d. at Row 6/2. In
more recent times it was noted in Sixth Sense
(Murray Payne’s house magazine) that the
giraffe’s neck was doubled on the %d. (Plate
2). An update and correction on their web-
site (www.murraypayne.com) for the 18th
edition of the Commonwealth King George VI
catalogue gives the position as R12/2.

Some time prior to mid-1941, a quantity of $1 stamps were overprinted ‘W.S.C.” with
the words ‘Postage and Revenue’ deleted. The initials did not stand for the then
British Prime Minister, Winston Spencer Churchill, but signified War Savings
Certificate. They were not available at the post office.

_ The lc. and 2¢. War Tax provisionals were issued on 24 February 1941. A copy of
the 1c. had to be affixed on every postcard, letter, newspaper, parcel or other postal
packet addressed to any place in the state. The same rules applied to every item sent
outside the state, whether by surface or airmail. The stamps were overprinted at the
local printing office in Sandaken and owing to the small amount of type available,
the sheets of 100 stamps were broken up into blocks of 25 for overprinting. The
standard of overprinting was reasonable, bearing in mind recess-printed stamps
were involved, but some stamps do show poor impressions in the same positions
pointing to wear or poor quality type.
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So far as can be established from an examination of three blocks of 25 of the 1c.,
the following minor defects are worth reporting. R3/2—the left lower side of the ‘A
of ‘WAR’ shows slight damage (Fig 15). R3/3—the left foot of the ‘A’ of ‘WAR'’ is short
(Fig 16). R4/3—a definite and clear break in the left side of the ‘A’ of “TAX’ (Fig 17).
R5/3—the centre of the R is weak and this leads to a large break (Fig 18). Four minor
varieties have also been picked out on similar blocks of the 2c. They are: R1/2—the
‘W’ has a break at the top left (Fig 19). R1/4—the ‘T’ of “TAX’ resembles a hammer
(Fig 20). R 2/1—the right side of the right leg of ‘W’ is defective (Fig 21). R2/5—a
hole shows in the vertical of the ‘R’ near its foot (Fig 22). Finally, the centre of the ‘A’
of ‘WAR’ on R1/3 is almost completely filled in, leaving a tiny dot rather than the
conventional triangle. This is more likely to be pollution than a type defect.

In 1944 The South African Philatelist
reported the existence of a pair of the 1%4d.
red ‘imperforate between’. This is now SG
29a. At a KGVICS meeting in 2002, Alan
Leverton displayed an acknowledged
forgery accompanied by two certificates.
One stated the pair was a genuine item,
the other that it was a fake!

Nyasaland

The low value definitives evoked some
praise from John Easton in his book British
Postage Stamp Design as of all the converted
King George V designs, Waterlow had
shown the most improvement in the
adjustment to the original. In his view, the
removal of ‘POSTAGE’ and ‘REVENUE’
had enabled them to fashion a strong and
workmanlike design. Furthermore, the
increase in the size of the head of the King
lowered the level of his eyes so that the
leopard proudly surveyed the world from a
high peak and no longer stared its
sovereign rudely in the face.

T-Marks

For the variety hunter there is little of
interest to report on the low values, except
for the presence of several reasonably well-
defined sideways T-marks, with the stem of
the letter pointing to the left. The position
of these marks on all values, except for the
Is., is on the right side of the stamp ad-
jacent to the triangular shape immediately
to the right of the shortest ray from the
sun. On the %d. R3/1 carries a good ex-
ample (Fig 23), while many other impres-
sions show traces of the marks. The 1d.
green only offers traces on many stamps. A
very nice example, with a doubled stem,
can be found on R10/5 of the 1%4d. grey
(Fig 24). Otherwise, there is little further
evidence. The 2d. carmine has two very
clear marks—Rb5/1 and 6/1 (Figs 25 and
26)—the vertical of the latter shows
doubling, if not trebling. There is another
on R7/1 (Fig 27). There are many strong
traces on other impressions, particularly of
the vertical; or top of the sideways T.
Whoever was responsible for buffing the
marks off the plate did not do a satis-
factory job. The 3d. and 9d. values have
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They did not justify the extravagant
claims of their correspondent that they
should be ‘counted among the great

rarities’
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very few traces, but none could be found
on the 4d. or 6d. values. The 1s. is unusual
in that a sideways black T-mark appears
outside R2/2 (Fig 28). Traces of other black
marks can be found within the outside
right orange frame line, adjacent to the
triangular shape. These are frequently in
the form of a black dot where presumably
the lines of the T crossed and formed a
deeper cut into the plate that resisted the
buffing-out process. (This is a character-
istic that can be found on the Malta 5s. in
the ‘L’ of ‘MALTA'.) Orange dots show
alongside and to the right of R2/6 and 3/1;
these may have been accidental, but they
bear a striking resemblance to each other,

which suggests a deliberate act. It is reas-
onable to assume that the well-defined T-
marks described on the %d. 1%d. and 2d.
in the 1942 colours also occurred on those
issued in 1938. Shortage of material pre-
vents confirmation.

Large keyplates

An analysis of the printings of the 2s. to £1
values can be found in Dickgiesser and
Yendall’s excellent book entitled King
George VI Large Key Type Stamps of Bermuda,
Leeward Islands and Nyasaland. Suffice it to
say that the November 1937 printings and
the January 1938 reprint of the 10s. only
carry three minor centre plate flaws. It is a
different matter when considering the July
1943 printing of the 5s. (141a) however, as
at least 15 can be found. It is most relevant
that only 141 sheets were printed and were
all despatched to the Crown Agents. A
patient search should eventually enable a
collector to obtain all 15 flaws in the mint
state. It has to be said though that to
collect used examples will present a real
challenge and the search could continue
for many years.

South Africa

(See Part 38, November 1995)

Thanks to Brian Cocking of Huddersfield,
it is now possible to position a couple of
varieties on the %d. Bantam. The white
spot in the background level with ‘POST-
AGE’ is on R7/3 and the spot of colour
above the two ‘E’s of ‘POSSEEL and green
mark in the bottom margin is R9/18. Alan
Smith of Port Talbot sent help about a
variety on the 1d. where a spot on the
figure 1 affected R14/4 and another on the
%d. with an ‘Elbow’ on the ‘S’ of ‘SUID’ at
R17/10.

2d. misplaced perforations

On 26 April 1947 Stamp Collecting con-
tained a report about ‘a curious piece of
bad printing’ affecting the 2d. Bantam. 24
sheets were purchased in October 1945 in
the Transvaal, in which the perforation was
progressively misplaced, until in the centre
rows it cut directly through the mouth of
the sailor. In addition, on one sheet the top
half of the stamp was missing, and on an-
other only the top half of the stamp ex-
isted. Three other sheets were completely
blank except for the serial number at the
top of each sheet. Editorial comment
suggested that it was most probable that
the batch of sheets was put to one side
by a checker for rejection, but somehow
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Blank block from 2d. Bantam

or other escaped into circulation. They
did not justify the extravagant claims of
their correspondent that they should be
‘counted among the great rarities etc’, but
were not without merit for the specialist. A
selection of the more striking examples is
shown together with a blank block, pre-
sumably taken from one of the three blank
sheets.

Part 71 ( GSM February 2004) will review
more of the varieties to be found on the 1937
Coronation and the 1946 Victory issues.

Readers interested in the stamps of the King George VI era may like to join some 390
other collectors who belong to the King George VI Collectors’ Society. Further details
can be obtained from the Society’s website at www.kg6.info or the Secretary, KGVICS,
98 Albany, Manor Road, Bournemouth, BH1 $EW.

Feed-back

In Part 68 reference was made to a small variety on a sheet of the Barbados %d.
yellow-bistre (SG 248c). It took the form of a distinct mark like a ‘¢’ in the border
above the T of ‘BRITANNOS’ on Row 10/7, which could have been a ‘one-off’.
However, Mr Brian Harrup of Cambridge has since reported another used example.
Readers are urged to search for other examples! e

In Part 69 attention was drawn to the very large flaw spotted by Rang on the $1
value of Hong Kong. It was not positioned at the time. The photograph of the flaw
on one of a pair, from the SG catalogue reference collection, was featured on the
front cover of GSM (May 2003). This drew a response from Nick Halewood in Japan
who is a member of the KGVICS. He confirmed that he had a marginal corner block
of six and the flaw occurred on Row 9/1, left pane. As an added extra, he pointed
out that the stamp to the right (R9/2) has a blue spot between the ‘N’ and ‘E’ of
‘ONE’ as in the illustration on the cover of GSM.
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