King George VI Varieties
Part 63—North Borneo and Sarawak

Richard Lockyer, oge, looks at varieties, errors and postmarks and
provides a ‘Potter and Shelton’-style table for the 1950-52 Sarawak

definitives

Past times
‘Stamps in the Courts’

That was the headline to a news item in Stamp Collecting (1 April 1944). The charge was
that £156 worth of stamps were stolen from Mr B J Hunter, stamp dealer, of Maida Vale,
by means of a trick by H M Markovitch (24), journalist. Markovitch sold the stamps on
for £130 and lost all the money at two dog-race meetings. He was sentenced to six months
hard labour at Marylebone Police Court. One is left to ponder how such a matter would
be treated these days. Times change, but thankfully stamp collecting goes on.

North Borneo

The 1939 Pictorial Set

The Philatelist (May—June 1979) published
a most comprehensive study by David Fort-
num of the many plate flaws to be found
on the 1939 pictorial set. In addition, he
provided details of the number of stamps
ordered and the five-figure numbers given
by Waterlow to their frame and vignette
plates. These were, as usual, trimmed away
on post office sheets. Sheet size was 10x10.
An exceedingly large number of plate flaws
were described in Fortnum’s study and
anyone interested in forming a collection
showing a selection can do no better than
consult it. However, the catalogue will
quickly show that a search for the flaws on
the 1947 Crown Colony set (SG 335/49) is
the cheapest option, with the proviso that
the overprint may well hide some of the
flaws.

A double print—one sideways

In July 1970 a KGVICS member reported
in Geosix, the quarterly newsletter of the
society, that his collection included a copy
of the 25c. (313) with a duplicate sideways
print of the native boat in addition to the
normal. The stamp had been certified by
the BPA. Furthermore, a letter from Water-
lows, in reply to a query from him, stated
that it must have been caused by a double
print and should have been scrapped. The
stamp has achieved footnote status in Com-
monwealth. To find another copy must be a
prime target for every variety-hunter. After
all, another 99 could have existed in the
first place.

BMA overprints

The 2c. with a double overprint, was first
listed and priced mint by Commonwealth, in
1991 (CW 19a). A footnote stated, ‘Double
overprint exists in vertical pair—top stamp
normal’. The current edition has the same
details. It seems most unlikely that only
one stamp in a sheet of 100 was doubly
overprinted. An implication to be drawn
from the wording of the footnote is that at
least one row of stamps across the sheet
was not overprinted twice. Judging from

happenings concerning overprints else-
where, it is more likely that the overprint-
ing forme missed the top row and printed
in the margin at the bottom of the sheet. If
this is so then up to 90 copies could have
existed. The $2 value with a double over-
print was listed, but not priced, in the
196061 Commonwealth catalogue (CW 31a).
It was priced mint in the 1980 edition at
£800. In the current edition the value has
moved on to £2250. Both varieties are listed
and priced mint in Part I (SG 321a and
333a). Luck may one day favour an observ-
ant collector, as some copies of either of
these varieties must still await discovery.

Finally, it is worth keeping an eye out for
a copy of the 25c¢. doubly perforated at the
left. This has recently rated a footnote in
Commonuwealth.

Crown Colony overprints
Commonuwealth has-listed the ‘Short Over-
print Bar’ on the 4c. value at R2/2 (CW
36a) for very many years. A corner block is
illustrated (Fig 1) and it can be seen how
difficult it is to spot that the top bar, which
is intended to block out * THE STATE OF’,
is about a millimetre shorter than usual.
On the other hand, the arc obliterating
‘BRITISH PROTECTORATE’, because it
has been shaved off almost vertically, is
slightly more obvious—even though it has
been truncated to a lesser degree.

The ‘Broken Lower Bar’ Varieties.
The author, when giving displays of KGVI
varieties to societies, is sometimes asked
how they achieve catalogue status. The fol-
lowing account demonstrates the way in-
formation, from a number of collectors,
helped to lead eventually to the listing in
Fart 1 of the two ‘Broken Lower Bar’ varieties.

Hugh Jefferies, writing in “Through the
Magnifying Glass’ (GSM November 1984)

Fig 1 Corner block of the North Borneo 4c. showing

the short overprint bar (R2/2)
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15¢. stamps showing
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(Was it that long ago? Ed.), drew attention to
a deformed lower bar, at the left, on the
overprint of two used copies of the 50c.
sent to him by H J F Brooks of Colchester.
Jefferies suggested the variety could have
been due to damage to the overprinting
plate and examples could, therefore, exist
on other values of similar format (1c., 8c.,
12¢., 20c., 25¢., and $5). In February 1985 it
was noted in TMG that ‘A Bonbernard of
the Isle of Man had submitted a mint ex-
ample of the 50c. and the indentations on
the back of the stamp caused by the over-
printing plate could be seen clearly’. This
discounted the possibility that a transient
inking flaw, such as those shown on the 12c.
and 50c. stamps here (Figs 2 and 3), being
the cause. Jefferies considered that the dam-
aged arc was, at least, partially constant.

In December 1985, TMG reported that
Patrick Longfield, of New South Wales,
had confirmed the flaw on R8/4 plus
slightly less damage to the right end of the
arc on R8/3.

In December 1986 Jefferies happily re-
ported that the two flaws had been con-
firmed by Philip Woodland on a sheet of
the lc. (Fig 4). In addition, Tanzy Biggs of
Edward Sellers, Bristol (now Murray Payne),
had sent examples of the 50c. from R8/4,
as well as copies of the 25¢. and $5 from R
8/3, together with a used copy of the 15c.
with less noticeable damage at the right. A
copy of the 20c. and two copies of the 50c.
with the ‘Lower Bar Broken at Right’ are
shown (Figs 5, 6 and 7), one of the latter is
used to serve as a reminder that, although
not priced in Part 1, varieties in the used
state do exist! The two copies of the 15c.
(Figs 8 and 9) show completely different
characteristics to the example submitted
by Tanzy Biggs and demonstrate the fun to
be had looking at this issue.

Figs 5, 6 and 7 20c. and
50c. stamps showing
damaged lower overprint

Fig 4 Block of four of the 1c. showing damaged

Sarawak

Imperforate between

In July 1970 it was noted in Geosix, that a
member had obtained a strip of four of
the 5c. (SG 110) imperforate on the left
margin. Apparently, someone had pur-
chased a complete strip of ten from
Kuching post office and had given away six
copies to friends. Although not listed in
Part 1, the variety is in the Commonwealth
catalogue (CW G78a) priced at £750 mint.
An accompanying footnote states: ‘One
sheet was imperforate between the left
margin and the first vertical row.” This
brings to mind John Walton of St Lucia
and his discovery of the ‘6c. Imperforate
Between’ (Part 62, GSM August 2001).
Judging by the Commonwealth assessment
of value and auction prices, it seems that
the buyer in Kuching should have placed
his copies on envelopes and put them
through the post as did Walton three years
later.

Research by Alan Dant

Alan Dant contributed a long article to
GSM (May 1946) entitled ‘Sarawak Stamps
During the Japanese Occupation’. He also
commented on the period up to the end of
1945 and included the following para-
graph concerning the issue of pre-war
Sarawak stamps overprinted BMA on 17
December: ‘One special variety occurred
in this issue. In the 50c. Sarawak the figure
of the Rajah is out of alignment, and the
top of his head is touching the border. Two
sheets of 100 stamps in this condition
reached Kuching. I do not know if there
were others sent to other post offices in
British Borneo.” From this it is clear that
such very bad registration of the centre
plate by Bradbury, Wilkinson was most
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unusual and the appearance of these two
sheets provoked special comment. Any
collector who has an example will possess a
tangible link with Sarawak at a time when
its inhabitants were beginning to recover
from occupation by the Japanese.

Dant also published a monograph
(Government Printing Office, Kuching), in
which he revealed the results of his on-the-
spot research concerning stamps during
and after the occupation. He also re-
counted some glimpses of life in Sarawak
under the Japanese. For example, certain
values of the 193441 set were overprinted
with three characters between vertical pairs
of lines. These were not used as stamps,
but as a seal for top-secret letters passing
between high officials. The opening by an
unauthorised person of a letter thus sealed
carried the death penalty. At a later date,
Peter Collins, writing in Stamp Collecting
(23 September 1971), remarked that the
Japanese did not favour Sarawak stamps as
their portrait of a white rajah was con-
sidered an insult to the Emperor. Con-
sequently, the most common use of these
issues was to overprint them as described
by Dant. This practically obliterated the
original stamp. They were then used for
sealing envelopes of official mail. Such
covers then received priority treatment in
the post. Collins made no mention of the
Draconian punishment for misuse.

Overprints

Alfred Toms, in his article ‘Why Sarawak?’
in Stamp Collecting (27 February 1969),
commented that the 1934 issue required
no real study but was notable as, over a life
embracing pre- and post-war issues, it
should, by all the normal rules, have suf-
fered from war-time and immediate post-
war deficiencies in paper and ink, but no
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Figs 8 and 9 Two copies of
the 15c. showing damaged
lower bars
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worthwhile varieties or variations in shade
had appeared. (This perhaps explains the
earlier remarks by Dant about the 50c.)
However, in the same issue Norman ]
Claydon drew attention to a certain num-
ber of ‘albino’ overprints on the 3c. value
released in 1947 surcharged with the Royal
Cypher on watermarked paper.

Both catalogues list the mint ‘albino
overprint’ on the 1947 3c. (SG 152a and
CW 29a). In addition, the used 2c. from
the 1945 BMA set with a ‘double overprint’
is also listed (SG 127a and CW 8a). Both
are very expensive. Nevertheless, unrecog-
nised examples are surely waiting to be
discovered by ‘variety hunters’ as there
were 100 stamps in a sheet.

Immediate post-war events in

British Borneo

Dant reported that the Japanese postal
authorities destroyed all their records in
Sarawak on 4 September 1945, five days
before liberating troops reached Kuching.
From the following day until 6 November,
no postal service was available to civilians
and no stamps were on sale. During this
period the situation was confused and
three other accounts of events, including
another from Dant, illustrate this.

The Australian influence

Stamp Collecting (8 June 1946) carried a
report from Australian Stamp Monthly (1
April 1946) that post offices in Sarawak
had opened for business on 6 November
1945 and had been stocked with the
current 3d. Australian stamp, this having
been fixed as the rate to all parts of the
world. In addition, 1d., 6d. and 1s. values
had been obtained by Australian troops
from their own Field Post Offices and their
use had not been refused. Robson Lowe, in
Volume III of his Encyclopaedia, quoting
from an article by Dant in the Sarawak
Journal (May 1950), mentioned that, soon
after liberation civilian mail was accepted
and delivered free anywhere within British
Borneo (i.e. Brunei. Labuan, North Bor-
neo and Sarawak) using the official food-
distribution network; the mail bore neither
stamps nor datestamps. He also added
that, with effect from 29 October 1945, ex-
ternal mail was carried by air, franked with
Australian stamps, with the 1d., 3d., 4d.,
6d. and 1s. values sold by the Ninth
Australian Division Field Post Offices. The
Imperial rate was 3d. for the first ounce
and 5d. for foreign; each succeeding ounce
cost 2d. for both. The current Part 1 states,
‘Following the Japanese surrender elements
of the British Administration reached
Kuching on 11 September 1945. From 5
November 1945 current Australian 1d., 3d.,
6d., and 1s. stamps were made available for
civilian use until replaced by Nos 126/45.
Other Australian stamps were also accepted
as valid for postage during the period’.

Marudi Labels

It seems likely that reports inferring that
all offices had been stocked with Australian
stamps were optimistic. For example, Clay-
don, writing in 1969, drew attention to Mr
C B Murray, the Civil Affairs Officer at
Marudi, who in the absence of postage
stamps, made up his own labels, typed on

ruled paper from an account book. The
wording, in four lines, read: ‘Postage Paid/
15 cents/C.A.O./Marudi’. The labels were
placed on envelopes, initialled by him and
cancelled with the pre-war postmark of
Baram, before being sent to Labuan, where
they were replaced by postage stamps.
However, an earlier account by Dant in
1950, while broadly in agreement with
Claydon’s comments, also mentioned that
the labels measured 4.3x3.4cm, the word-
ing could be black or violet and the value
either 8c. or 15c. He also mentioned that
the BMA Headquarters in Labuan dis-
approved of the Marudi ‘provisionals’; the
offending labels were soaked off to be
replaced by stamps. A small number of the
removed labels have survived, but anyone
who has an example on cover should bless
their good fortune. Lowe described genu-
ine covers (other than philatelic) as rare.

On 17 December 1945 the British
Military Administration took over the
postal services of ‘British Borneo’ from the
Australian Military Authorities.

Linotype and ‘Morse Code’

cancellations

To meet the postal needs of the new
administration, Sarawak stamps of the
1934-41 issue and North Borneo stamps
of the 1939 issue were overprinted BMA.
These stamps were valid not only in those
two countries but also Labuan and Brunei.
Many of the post offices had lost equip-
ment, including datestamps, and had to be
supplied with temporary cancellations.
They were made up using linotype from
the Straits Times offices in Singapore and
were issued to Bintulu, Lawas and Sibu in
Sarawak, Beaufort, Jesselton, Kudat, Lahad
Datu, Sandakan and Tawao in North
Borneo and Brunei Town and Kuala Belait
in Brunei.

Single examples with linotype cancella-
tions can be easily overlooked or dismissed
as some form of fiscal cancel, rather like the
manuscript cancellations of the Solomon
Islands described in Part 62. This is far
from the truth and they offer evidence of a
short period when postal necessity forced
the introduction of an exceptional meas-
ure. Examples are shown here (Figs 10 to
15) with partial cancellations on stamps
from North Borneo and Sarawak. An un-
usual cancel with similar characteristics
also appeared for Victoria, Labuan, at the
same time. D C D Castle, in a letter to
Stamp Collecting dated 3 April 1946,
described sets of the two BMA issues he
had just received postmarked ‘Victoria/
Labuan/19.12.45’ in three lines with the
Morse symbols for BMA alongside. Com-
monwealth, in a most informative footnote,
states: ‘A rectangular boxed cancellation
(22x19mm) inscribed ‘VICTORIA/DEC/
1846-1946/LABUAN’ was used at Victoria
from December 24th-31st 1946 to com-
memorate the centenary of the cession of
Labuan to Great Britain by the Sultan of
Brunei. It may be found on all values of
the above set (i.e. CW 18/32) and should
not be mistaken for an overprint.’ The
Sarawak 20c. and 50c. show Victoria/
Labuan, while the symbols appear on the
3c. and 10c. stamps (Figs 16 to 19). The
dots and dashes were possibly an illustra-

Figs 10 to 15 Linotype
cancellations on stamps from North
Borneo and Sarawak

ST

Fig 16 to 19
‘Victoria/1846-1946/Labuan’ Morse
code cancellations :
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Notes Reiease dates ,m‘?those given in cuntemporary editions of Gibbons Stamp Monthly for new printings released by the Crown Agents in London.

K svgniﬁes comment by ‘Kendalian’.
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3.
tion of military humour. Early in 1946
circular datestamps came into use, although
the linotype cancellations continued well
into the year.

Forged postmark

Just one forged postmark for the King
George VI period is illustrated in the book
Madame Joseph Forged Postmarks. It is a c.d.s.
for Kuching, dated 23 May 1946.

A touch of history

It so happens that the date of the forged
c.d.s. was just two days after the Protect-
orate was ceded to the Crown by the age-
ing Rajah Vyner Brooke, who in the pre-
vious February had issued a proclamation
urging the people of Sarawak to accept the
rule of the King of England. The British
government had then sent out a commis-
sion to ascertain what the people wanted.
In May the Council Negri agreed by a 19
to 16 majority to transfer power to Britain
and the act of cessation by the Rajah was
made effective by an Order-in-Council on
15 July 1946, when Sarawak became a
Crown Colony.

1950-52 Definitive issue

A changed design

The Scaly Ant Eater was featured on the
original design of the 10c. released on 3
January 1950. This was replaced on 1 Feb-
ruary 1952 by a map of Sarawak as it was
considered that the animal could not be
found in the pose shown. Some time later
expert opinion determined that this was
not so, but too late to save the first design.

Solecisms

L N and M Williams drew attention to
errors and freaks of design in their superb
book Fundamentals of Philately. The third
class of such mistakes they described as
solecisms or flagrant offences against
grammar, idiom or etiquette. They pointed
out that a curious animal, the Tarsier or
Tarsius, is shown on the Sarawak 1950 2c.,
where it is ungrammatically described as
“The Tarsius’ (Fig 20). A digression, and a
far cry from the stamps of King George VI,
they also pointed out that English titles of
honour present certain difficulties, but
Knights and Baronets are invariably re-
ferred to formally by the forename as well
as the surname, as in ‘Sir Edward Codring-
ton’. Postal historians will recall research by
Robson Lowe into the ‘Codrington Corres-
pondence’, but may not know that the
Greece 1927-28 Navarino Centenary 5d.
value appears with the inscription ‘Sir
Codrington’ below the portrait and not the
correct form of address, ‘Sir Edward Cod-
rington’. Another stamp was issued later
correcting the mistake.

Shades and printings

The pretty, 16-strong pictorial set, printed
by Bradbury, Wilkinson, looks at first glance
to be straightforward (171/86). The Com-
monwealth catalogue adds a slight com-
plication by including a shade for the lc.
However, contemporary comment in GSM
reveals a different picture; the number of
releases recorded in the magazine for
Sarawak over a period of six years is amaz-
ing. The opportunity is taken to present
this information as a table of printings in

Fig 21 $5 showing line from left frame
across the King’s head

Fig 20 Plate block of the original
2c. value depicting ‘The Tarsius’

the format used by Potter and Shelton in
their book entitled The Printings of KGVI
Colonial Stamps, published in 1952. They
promised to include such a list should
there be a second edition, but unfortun-
ately this did not happen. (Bridger and
Kay (Guernsey Ltd) published an excellent
reprint in 1997.)

The table for the 1950-52 issue shows
the current descriptions used in Part 1, plus
those from GSM published in the 1950s as
the Crown Agents released stamps in
London. It is important to remember that
they were based on the inspection of sheets
fresh from the printers, unsullied by the
passage of time. The colours used in Com-
monwealth are also included in the last
column and only five match exactly those
used in Part 1. Relevant contemporary com-
ment by ‘Kendalian’, published in Stamp
Magazine, is also noted and prefixed K.
All the subtle differences in the descrip-
tions demonstrate just how difficult it is to
describe colour even at the time of issue.
Indeed, ‘Kendalian’ often praised the care-
ful workmanship of Bradbury, Wilkinson.
For example, his comments on the 14
August 1952 release began ‘No one can
accuse Messrs Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co
of playing up to collectors. For matching
shades, they are dons at the job.” The task
of assessing shades and allocating them to
printings is even more challenging now
that 50 or 60 years have passed by. No
doubt some fortunate collector will have
dated examples, complete with pencilled
comments quoted from GSM. However,
the list may provide some help for any
collector wishing to assemble a selection
relating to the printings.

A plate flaw?

The only defect seen, so far, on the 1950~
52 issue concerns the $5. A very narrow
double line in the frame colour crosses
from the left-hand border, in line with the
King’s ear, on to and across his upper
forehead (Fig 21). It could well be a ‘one-
off” caused by a piece of wire or thread
sticking to the splate. Is there another
example?

Part 64 will consider the varieties to be found
on the stamps of Seychelles during the KGVI
era.

Collectors interested in the study of
the stamps issued during the reign
of KGVI are encouraged to join the
King George VI Collectors’ Society.
At least four meetings are held each
year; one includes an auction. Geosix,
the quarterly newsletter, contains
articles contributed by members.
The annual subscription is £7 (Geosix
by surface mail) or £10 (airmail).
Further details from: The Secretary
KGVICS, 98 Albany Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.
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