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Richard Lockyer, oge, discusses varieti

es on the King George VI stamps

of India, Bahawalpur, the Solomon Islands and the Virgin Islands

The new sin
‘My husband doesn’t smoke or drink; his one vice is stamp-collecting.” Witness, London
Police Court (Evening News, 22 April 1944).
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Colour and shades

Stampy Collecting (19 February 1944) re-
ported that the editor of The Philatelic
Journal of India had asked the Director
General of Posts and Telegraphs, why so
many stamps of India were being issued in
shades of grey, violet and mauve. The
Director explained that the restriction on
the choice of colours for postage stamps
had been caused by a shortage of certain
pigments due to war conditions. Presum-
ably the issue of 194043 had given rise to
the question, but the answer did not take
into account the shades of the same
colours in the 1937 set. Could it have been
that someone in authority just liked them?

The ‘Missing Pearl’

A couple of minor varieties occur on the 9r.
purple and brown (SG 260). A square-
shaped frame of small dots or pearls sur-
rounds the value. Tivo instances occur
where a pearl is missing. The first is at the
dead centre of the top row, right between
the ‘2’ and the ‘Rs’ in the value inscription.
The other is the second pearl from the left
in the bottom row of 16. Stamp Collecting

Could it have been that someone in authority liked shades of grey, violet and mauve?

(31 March 1945) published a list of the
stamps alfected on a complete sheet (i.e.
six panes—four horizontal. rows of five).
‘They were: Top row, centre: R3/4 (top right
pane), R1/4 and 3/4 (Centre right-hand
pane), R2/3, 2/5, 4/3 and 4/4 (bottom
right-hand pane). Bottom, left-hand lower
corner: R3/4 and 4/5 (top left-hand pane),
R3/2 (top right-hand pane), R1/2 and 2/2
(centre left pane), R4/1 (bottom  right
pane). The ‘Missing Pear' has also been
found on
Bahrain (SG 33), Muscat (SG 15), Pakistan
(SG 15) and Patiala (SG 93). The variety
undoubtedly occurs on other overprinted

The ‘missing
pearl’ can also
be found on the
overprinted
stamps
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The green and grey Victory stamp issued on 1 May 1946 (SG O19) provides a small
variety. It takes the form of a coloured dash over the ‘T of ‘VICTORY’ on Row /1 (Fig ).
g The current Commonwealth Catalogue also lists this stamp in green and black
(CW O17a), with a note that it may have been a colour trial and is certainly rare.

Stamp Collecting (10 August 1946) carried a report, from a Brighton philatelist,

of considerable variation in the colours, particularly the grey, which ranged from

pale to very deep. This was most apparent where the

grey background

overlapped the flags of Russia and China; on the dark shade they were almost

obscured.
Fig 4

On 17 August the magazine noted a report from Captain E Lindsell that the

sixth vertical line in the Russian flag was cut short some way from the bottom of the flag,
but could not position it. Another small variety followed on 7 September, when a green
spot under the left-hand coconut tree was noted. The same magazine contained a remark
that the Indian supply of this stamp had its grey centre printed in metallic ink. This gave
it a curious effect of having been dusted with gold. M W V Dawson of Bournemouth sent
the editor copies to compare and wrote, ‘I wonder if this is a purely local addition, as they
are great on additional ornamentation out there, especially the gold plate idea.’

the overprinted stamps of

stamps. To find a full selection will involve
a hunt and for the Indian Convention
States some expense. Nevertheless, when
assembled they will make an interesting
display.

3p. on 1a.3p. (SG 282)

Pe F

Fig 1 Fig 2

Remaining stocks of the la.3p. were
surcharged in 1946, as it no longer covered
any postal rate. The surcharge has two
noticeable defects. R1/2—The ‘I’ of ‘PIES’
has a sliced foot (Fig I). R 11/8—The ‘P’ is
damaged (Fig 2). It was also reported in
Stamp Collecting (9 November 1946) that
on several stamps the base of the figure ‘3’
was square and flat, rather than round.
Their positions were not known then and
have yet to be identified.

The ‘Teardrop’ flaw

Fig 3 The ‘Teardrop’ flaw

Commonwealth lists a very clear variety on
the 3%a. from the 1947 Dominion Status
Issue (CW S6b). The 7’ of ‘1947 in the
design on R5/6 has a clear flaw (Fig 3 and
front cover).

Téte-béche pairs i

The November 1943 issue of The Onlooker
(Bombay) had an interesting item in its
‘Philatelists Corner'. It read, ‘India has just
provided one of those surprises which help
to make stamp collecting such a fascinating
hobby. Long after the taking into general
usage of its successor in that denomina-
tion, the one anna carmine stamp of the
first King George VI type has been issued
in téte-béche pairs. The variety, of course,
comes from sheets originally printed for
breaking up into booklets but because of
the changed circumstances, now released
in sheet form. Considerable quantities of
them have been on sale at the General Post
Office in Bombay.” Both catalogues list the
pairs (SG 250a and CW 4), but Common-
wealth also includes ‘hooklet pane of 4’
(CW 4b) and at £75 such panes should not
be broken up!
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2%d. Imperforate between pair

In 1961 the Commonwealth catalogue con-
tained the comment ‘imperf. between
imperf. pair’ against the unpriced variety
on the 2%d. listed as CW 5a. Other early
commentators, such as Robson Lowe in his
Encyclopaedia, The Empyire in Australasia, pub-
lished in 1962, believed that there were
only six pairs imperforate horizontally be-
tween the stamps. However, by 1980 a foot-
note, which is still in current use, had been
added in Commonwealth stating, ‘A part
sheet was found by a US serviceman and
taken back to the USA. Judging from
photographs that have appeared in auc-
tion catalogues, it is noteworthy that top
marginal imperforate pairs show normal
horizontal perforations above the upper
stamp, while other pairs without selvedge
appear to be imperforate horizontally
above and below, as well as between a pair.

The ‘Pocket Handkerchief’ on R1/6

1948 Silver Wedding

The well-known ‘Pocket Handkerchief’
variety occurs on the 2d. at Row 1/6 (SG
75a). It is illustrated in Part 1. The proof
sheet in the British Library does not show

the variety. The flaw, therefore, appeared

some time during the printing.

Official records

The official ledgers in the care of the
British Library are generally accepted as
‘tablets of stone’ and accorded a very high
degree of accuracy. Unfortunately, the fig-
ures for the 2d. entered in the Requisition
Book do not balance. It is not possible,
therefore, to determine exactly how many
stamps went to the Solomon Islands and
how many stayed in London for the Crown
Agents Bureau (CAB). Req G3/675/11
called for 7584 sheets of 60 stamps. The
records show that 6220 sheets were dis-
patched on 26 August 1948. However, the
‘Remarks Column’ shows, by the use of
ditto marks, that 450,000 stamps (7500
sheets) were earmarked for the CAB.
There is a clear shortfall.

Additional comments, describing the
treatment of supplies ol the 2d. destined
for the Solomon Islands, state ‘P Post,
numbered 1 up, interleaved with waxed
paper.’ (P Post meant parcel post and
interleaving, which cost extra, prevented
sheets sticking together in hot, humid
conditions). It is possible that the clerk
completing the remarks used his dittos for
the low values in a cavalier manner as, with
the exception of the Cayman Islands and
Gibraltar, 450,000 was the standard dis-
tribution for the CAB. However, the fig-
ures recorded in the requisition book
detailing the despatch dates for all the
orders and the numbers of sheets sent to
the many destinations show clear differ-
ences in style from the rest of the entries.
This indicates, not only that several people
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The British Solomon
Islands 10s. ised—
according to the records
only 4 per cent of the
printing was sent to the
colony—yet mint are
priced more highly than
used
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were involved in manually completing the
record, but that the figures in the remarks
column relating to the CAB indicate the
original intended number of stamps to be
sent there. In the event, the records for the
Solomon Islands were not altered to reflect
what actually happened, whereas they were
amended for the £1 Gibraltar and 10s.
Cayman Islands.

The late Marcus Faux, the former Chief
Inspector of Colonial Stamps at the Crown
Agents, said that the whole Silver Wedding
issue was a headache for him, as there were
a lot of production problems and the very
large quantity of stamps was produced in
some haste. It is not surprising, therefore,
to find a few other similar instances where
the figures do not balance; for example, the
£1 Falkland Islands and the $5 values for
Kelantan, Pahang, Perlis and Trengganu.
All this may seem like a storm in a teacup.
However, consultation with the Curator of
Philatelic Collections at the British Library
has confirmed that small mistakes could
well have happened because the records
were completed by hand, with the added
caveat that this could also apply to other
issues during the reign. It is important to
cross-reler figures whenever-possible. -

Local regulations

Req G3/675/11A dealt with the 10s.: 2084
sheets were dispatched on 4 August 1948
2000 were earmarked in the Remarks Col-
umn for the CAB. This left 84 sheets to go
to the Solomon Islands, numbered ‘1 up’,
interleaved and dispatched by parcel post.
There is little difference in price in Part 1
between unmounted mint and used copies,
with mint winning by a short head. When
considering this small difference in value,
it is worth recalling an article by Phillip
Halward in The Stamp Collectors’ Formightly
(26 December 1953) about the Solomons.
He wrote, ‘Postal regulations are enforced
rigidly in the Protectorate and for the guid-
ance of collectors the following extracts
will no doubt prove of assistance: “Post-
masters are forbidden to comply with re-
quests to affix stamps to letters or to cancel
stamps which are not affixed to letters.
Postmasters are forbidden to comply with
requests for the cancellation of stamps
affixed to envelopes and sent under cover
for return by post: such envelopes are re-
turned under official cover to the sender.
This rule, however, does not apply to en-
velopes bearing Protectorate stamps, sent
with an order for unused stamps for the
specific purpose of being used as a cover
for the new stamps ordered.” This last
exception to the general rule is unlikely to

have altered significantly the number of

used copies. Tt seems likely, therefore, that
the ratio of used to mint copies should
make the former the firm Givourite unless
an agent, living in the BSI, was very busy
sticking a considerable number of ,10s.

stamps on to envelopes at the behest of

dealers elsewhere.’

A slight digression

There are three other varieties on the low
values of the Silver Wedding issue listed in
Part 1. The opportunity is taken to provide
details of the number of sheets dispatched
from the security printers (Waterlow and
Sons). Cyprus—1%p., ‘Extra decoration’
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(SG 166a), 19,375 sheets. Hong Kong—
10c., ‘Spur on N'(8G 171a), 56,950 sheets.
Seychelles 9c., ‘Line by the Crown’ (SG
152a), 11,417 sheets. Although the proof
sheet of the Hong Kong 10c. in the British
Library shows the variety, it is clear from
the Solomon Islands example already
quoted that this is not necessarily so for the
other two. Indeed, there are no proof
sheets for the Cyprus and Seychelles values
in the CA archive in the cave of the Library.
It seems, therefore, most probable that the
prices given for unmounted mint copies in
the 2002 catalogue (Cyprus £30, Hong
Kong £60, Seychelles £20 and Solomon
Islands £23) reflect the popularity of an
individual country (or market forces, in
popular jargon) rather than the potential
number of varieties available. To complete
the picture, Commonwealth lists ‘Flash in
the Neckline’ on the Jamaica 14d. at R
1/1-6. 73,850 sheets were dispatched. The
variety is priced at £3.50 mint, but then
there were six on each sheet.

Manuscript cancellations

Generally speaking, stamps bearing hand-
written dates, initials and marks do not
attract much interest, as they are usually
examples of fiscal use. The KGVI GB 2d.
springs to mind, as so many were used as a
matter of course on simple receipts of the
time. Much has been written in the past
about the postmarks used in the Solomon
Islands, suffice it to say that any collector
who has a KGVI definitive with a manu-
script cancellation should treasure it, the
more so if it is on a cover.

The earliest manuscript-marked covers
are known to date from a very short period
in early 1942 at Tulagi, a fact recorded by
the Rev A H Voyce of Mitford, New Zea-
land, as part of an article about events of
that period concerning the re-use of a pre-
war Tulagi canceller (Stamp Collecting, 28
July 1961). Tt was in response to an earlier
one by Stanley C Jersey, dated 10 February,
who claimed that a canceller had been
buried on Guadalcanal prior to the arrival
of the Japanese and then recovered by Mr
Martin Clemens (the District Officer) to
cancel four covers to satisfy a staft officer of
the US Ist Marine Division on 7 December
1942. The editor terminated the debate
with the publication on 19 January 1962 of
further views from Voyce and R A Baldwin
of Sydney, NSW, entitled ‘Final Words on
that Tulagi Canceller’. They all make
fascinating reading about events in the
Protectorate only a few months after the
Japanese were forced to withdraw from the

The Virgin
= Islands 1c.
OMBRER re-entry is
LIGHTHOUSE @ immediately
above the
ISLANDS ~ i
——

collection may like to know that the shape

A re-entry

In April 1957 GSM noted that Lt Col H C
Mason had reported a nice re-entry on the
Ic. (SG 136). Sheet size was five rows of ten
stamps and the re-entry occurred on Row
5/5. Fortunately, it is easy to pick out when
viewing marginal copies, as the stamp is
immediately above the imprint. It can be
detected as a duplication of the horizontal
lines of the whole lower part of the stamp.
This includes the lower lines of shading of
the sky, the sea, the lines of shading under
the tower, the shadow lines under the value
and the lettering ‘SOMBRERO LIGHT-
HOUSE’ and ‘VIRGIN ISLANDS’, In
addition, the two horizontal lines at the foot
of the design are noticeably thickened.

The variety, although first reported in
GSM, has failed to be listed in Part 1. How-
ever, the Commonwealth catalogue has in-
cluded it since 1960 (CW 13a). Collectors
who like to add a line or two of text in their

of the tiny rock, some fifty miles east of the

Virgin Islands, appears to resemble a sombrero from a distance—hence the name.

An obdurate Postmaster

Just over 50 years ago, on 16 February 1951, the 28 stamps commemorating the

inauguration of the BWI University College were released, with
one exception, by the 14 colonies. The maverick was the 3c. for
the Virgin Islands, issued on 10 April. The delay occurred because
the parcel containing the stamps was mistakenly sent to the
neighbouring US possession of Puerto Rico, where it was ‘mislaid’.
In the interim, the Virgin Islands Postmaster refused to postmark
any of this value sent to him until the new supply and written
instructions arrived from the Crown Agents. A further complicating
factor noted by E F Aguilar, who sent the news to Stamp Collecting,
was the absence of a telegraph on the islands. Young readers may
find this hard to believe in this age of mobile telephones. However,
a comment in Stamp Mirror (7 April 1951) sets the tone, where it
was noted that a recent letter from Roadtown had taken 27 days
to reach London, whereas the earliest cover owned by the com-
mentator had taken just one day longer in 1806! He ruefully
declared that the only real benefit was that the cost had come down

from 1s. to 2d.
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The 3c. BWI
University College
stamp—mislaid in
Puerto Rico!

area. Furthermore, the articles demon-
strate a great willingness by philatelists to
put pen to paper and have a discussion in
public in a commercial philatelic maga-
zine, an infrequent happening today.

The early 1950s saw the specific author-
isation of individuals to,cancel stamps in
manuscript.

D L Senior contributed an excellent
account of the Yandina and Barakoma air-
field cancellations in the Philatelic Magazine
(28 October 1966), based on information
from Harold G D Gisburn and R A
Addyes-Scott. He covered the period from
1951 to 1958. Although KGVI stamps were

A manuscript cancellation from Tulagi; such cancels were in use for a short period
in early 1942

in use for much of this time, the QEII
Coronation 2d. stamp, issued on 2 June
1953, and some values of the full definitive
set that followed on 1 March 1956 are
mentioned in his study.

Yandina airfield in the Russell Islands
became a postal agency in November
1951. At first, no type of cancellation was
used. However, in early 1952 Kevin
Williamson, manager of the Fairymead
Sugar Plantation, was authorised by Mr
Western, the District Officer at Gizo, to act
as sub-postmaster and cancel the mail. He
did this in a variety of ways during the next
two years. At the start, two straight ink-
lines across a stamp sufficed. This changed
to two straight lines, plus a hand-written
date between them. As a variant, the date
was in violet or red ink. Later in 1952 a
large rubber datestamp was introduced
using black ink; blue ink was also used in
carly 1953. During early and mid-1953
Williamson changed tack and reverted to
two straight lines enclosing the date and
his initials underneath. In the middle of
the year the small violet datestamp came
back into use. All mail sent from Yandina
by the aircraft calling at Honiara during
the two-year period was also cancelled by
the Honiara c.d.s. The Yandina c.d.s. came
into operation on 2 January 1954,

72

G.S.M. November 2001



Barakoma airfield was on Methodist
Mission property on the island of Vella
Lavella in the western Solomons and about
16 miles from Gizo. On 2 September 1953
Sister W B Poole of the Mission Hospital
was authorised, as the first of six mission-
aries, to cancel mail in manuscript. At the
start, only aerogrammes (airletters) were
authorised, but two airmail letters were
included in the first mailbag because of
misleading instructions. After this, manu-
script cancellation of aerogrammes was
strictly adhered to until 16 March 1954,
when letters and small parcels were
allowed. Sister Poole used her full signa-
ture and date in ink. Miss Davinia Clark, a
nurse in the hospital took over the
cancellation duties on 2 February 1954,
assisted by Miss Myra C Frazer, a local
teacher at the Mission School. Miss Frazer
was eventually appointed as the authorised
person and is known to have cancelled
mail in manuscript either using her full
signature or initials from 3 May 1954 to 11
January 1955. The Rev | R Metcalfe, Rev
‘Trevor Shepherd and his wife, Mrs Gloria
Shepherd, also cancelled the mail in
manuscript during 1955. Only one person
at a time was authorised to do this and no
government or local official was authorised
to deal with the mail at any time. Straight-
line rubber handstamp cancellations fol-
lowed and were in use from 6 February
1956 to 11 March 1958.

It must be re-emphasised that manu-
script cancellations on KGVI Solomon
Islands stamps, if discovered as singles or
on piece, can be mistakenly identified as a
type of fiscal cancel. They certainly were
not and represent a genuine postal
requirement.

Forged postmarks

In 1982 the New Zealand Stamp Dealers
Association drew attention to forged
postmarks on the 4%d. value and the 10s.
Silver Wedding. "Iivo further examples arc
also mentioned in Madame Joseph Forged
Postmarks.  Both are c.d.s., one for
“TULAGI’ on ‘6AP38’ and the other
‘LUNGA on ‘28FF44’.

In October 1952 Mr S C Christmas wrote
to the editor of GSM, suggesting that at 81
he was their oldest customer, having dealt
with Stanley Gibbons for 60 years. This
claim was short-lived as Mr William Berry
of Tile quickly pointed out that he had
dealt with the company since 1876! In
2001 the author can only claim back to
1939. Someone must be able to beat that!

Fart 63 (GSM, November 2001) will review
KGVI varieties on the stamps of Novth Borneo,
Sarawak and Seychelles,

Readers interested in the KGVI
philatelic era may like to join some
420 other collectors who are members
of the King George VI Collectors
Society. Further details can be
obtained from the Secretary, KGVICS,
98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW,

G.S.M. November 2001



