King George VI Varieties
Part 61—0dds and Ends

Richard Lockyer, OBE comments on errors and varieties from Northern
Rhodesia, Pitcairn Is, St Lucia, St Vincent and Tristan da Cunha

FI‘he title is significant as the end of this long series is approaching and it is time
to look at the stamps of those countries that only have a few varieties.

Northern Rhodesia
1%d. The Tick Bird flaw
(SG 29b and 30b)

Fig 1 The Tick Bird
flaw

This variety is well-known and aptly named,
owing to its similarity to a bird called the
White Egret. They are often seen perched
on animals in Southern Africa as they
search for insects by scratching their skin
with their claws. In this instance, a small
elephant acts as host and Row 7/1 bears the
fortuitous mark caused by damage to the
plate (Fig I and front cover).

There were three printings of the
carmine-red stamp. Sheets consisted of 12
horizontal rows of ten stamps. So far as is
known, the damage did not happen dur-
ing the first printing of 21,269 sheets (Req
2635/2), released on 1 March 1938. The
second printing of 12,733 sheets followed
on 8 and 15 September 1938 (Req 2981/1)
and the third, consisting of 9385 sheets, on
21 July 1939 (Req 3329/1). The example
illustrated carries the date ‘2? JAN 39’
(The printer’s guide mark in the top left
corner confirms the position as R7/1). The
date thus indicates that the damage oc-
curred during the second printing. If the
flaw occurred right at the start of the
second printing then 22,118 sheets were
affected. However, mint copies are very
hard to find and even used copies come to
hand infrequently. Based on this practical
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assessment, it seems likely, therefore, that
the damage occurred during the second
printing run, most probably towards the
end. It is not possible to indicate accurately
how many carmine-red sheets carried the
flaw, save to say if you find one count your-
self lucky: A positional block of six owned
by Graham Cooper was shown, as part of
his exhibit, in a major display by members
of the King George VI Collectors’ Society
during the recent Spring Stampex held in
London. The same plate continued in use
for the fourth printing released on 10 Janu-
ary 1941, thus the ‘Tick Bird’ appeared in
the new colour—yellow-brown. It disap-
peared when Plate 2 was introduced.

1’%d. imperforate between (29a)

A look at Part 1 will quickly show that this
is a very rare variety and only a fortunate
few will own an example. (Those who re-
cently attended Stampex had the oppor-
tunity to view one as part of the display of
KGVI material). The story of its discovery
was told by Rex Pearce (Stamp Collecting, 29
June 1956) and is worth retelling 45 years
later. In 1938 Adam Thom bought a sheet
of the 1%d. at the Old Post Office at
Mulfulira. It contained a vertical strip of
six horizontal pairs with the vertical per-
foration missing. This is perplexing as the
sheet ought to have had 12, not six, hori-
zontal pairs, because it is unlikely that half
of a full sheet could have escaped proper
perforation. Perhaps Thom only purchased
half a sheet and when, or if, he went back
to the post office, the other half had been
sold. In any event, by the early 1950s two
blocks of four and a pair were known to be
in the colony, with the whereabouts of the
last pair unknown.

Fig 2 Partial large A outside
vertical guide line

h

Figs 3 and 4 Showing shape and
size of letters

<C

High values and their use

Collectors sometimes query the propensity
for small colonies to issue high values.
They pose the natural question; why were
they needed? R F Pearce of Kitwe, writing
in Stamp Collecting (10 February 1951),
presented a sensible reason, at least, for
Northern Rhodesia. He explained that
there were six large mining companies in
the colony and until the end of 1950 all of
them had offices in London. Numerous
reports had to be sent to them and they
went by air. Pearce was told that one
company despatched, on average, 150 to
200 letters a year needing postage in
excess of 20s., with some requiring up to
£6. According to an official contemporary
report in 1949, 246 sheets of the 5s., 132
of the 10s. and 66 of the 20s. were issued
to post offices. (They all consisted of 80
stamps.) It is not known how many were
sold, but these figures indicate a steady
demand. An offbeat item of expense by the
postal authorities in 1949 was £10 for ‘Mail
Runners Rest Huts’, an increase of £7 on
1948! Finally, an indication of the size of
postal traffic at the time is that 21,758,590
articles of mail were handled in 1949; this
included 16,234,813 letters.

More unusual marginal marks

Regular readers will recall that the letters
‘A’ and ‘B’ appeared in the selvedge, ad-
Jjacent to the corner guide lines, of some
values of the 2 January 1952 Falkland
Islands set printed by Waterlow (Part 54,
GSM November 1999). In practice, these
were normally trimmed off before des-
patch. Examples of a large ‘A’ outside the
vertical guide line in the top right corner
have been seen on the Northern Rhodesia
%d. (26a, Fig 2) and 4%d. and a small ‘B’ on
the 9d. (The first from Plate 4 and the last
two from Plate 1). Figs 3 and 4 illustrate the
shape of the letters and have been in-
creased in size by a scale of four. It has also
been noted in the past that some sheets of
the 9d. show the figure ‘4’ in the bottom
right margin, outside the corner guide
lines. John Woolford illustrated a plate
block of the value with ‘the “sawn-off”
figure 4, another of the printer’s cabalistic
signs’ in GSM (February 1981). The follow-
ing May, L J Clark identified it ‘as part of
a five-figure number which appears on
Waterlow-printed sheets to a greater or
lesser (usually lesser) extent, and appears
to be a consecutive number allocated by
the printer to each plate used (or pre-
pared?). It usually seems to have been
engraved beyond the edge of the finished
sheet, thus is partially or wholly trimmed
off the issued sheet.” As an example, the tip
of the left-hand side of the ‘4’ shows in the
plate block of the 9d. (Fig 5) to demonstrate
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Fig 5 Tip of ‘4’ in bottom right
margin
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Figs 6 and 7 Partial ‘43772’ in top
margin

Pitcairn Islands

The signs in the lower left corner of R2/3 a

R2/2 and R2/3, and traces of colour can us
bottom left corner. The following are also

Older readers will remember the days when the %d. value was used as an induce-
ment to persuade schoolboys to order approval books. At some stage, the outer ver-
tical lines of shading in the lower corners of some impressions were strengthened.

to identify single copies, the vertical orange and green printer’s marks fall between

side), R5/3 (L and R), R9/1 (L), R11/2 (L), R12/2 (by the value tablet) and R12/5 (L).
Every impression shows a faint, but constant short horizontal line within the two
outer lines surrounding the head of the King on the lower left side. This could be a
master die defect as it does not appear to add anything to the design.

re easily detected with a glass. As a help

ually be seen on the perforations in the
alfected to a lesser degree: R3/4 (right

how easy it is to miss such a small part of
a figure. The other photographs show a
partial 43772 in the top selvedge of a pair
of 1d. brown and the 1d. green (Plate 4, Figs
6 and 7). Regular readers will recall the very
clear examples from Sierra Leone (GSM,
May 2001). In contrast, the top marginal
strip of the 1d. Fiji (Fig 8) has just a trace of
the figures and illustrates how easy it is to
miss their existence. It has to be said that,
with the exception of the Northern Rhodesia
9d., all of the figures seen by the author have
been engraved in the upper margin.

As a slight diversion, and in support of
the apparent preference of Waterlow for
the top margin, the marginal single of the
%4d. Cook Islands (150, Fig 9) has a perfect
44112 in the frame plate colour, while a
pair of 6d. values (155, Fig 10) display in
their margin not only the working plate
number 44108 for the frame, but a trunc-
ated number for the centre plate and, for
good measure, an inverted “T” and bull’s
eye. That really is value for money for any
collector interested in marginal markings!
For the record, in the same set the number
for the frame plate for the 6d. was 44102
and for the 2s. it was 44114, The last is
particularly interesting as the figures, in-
stead of being upright, slope towards the
left (Fig 11). Ttis a sad fact that all too often
in the past such pieces of selvedge have
been removed ‘to make it easier to fit
stamps into a stock book’.
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St Lucia

The 6c. imperforate at left
This variety is not listed in Part 1, but
appears in the Commonwealth catalogue,
accompanied by a footnote (CW 32a).
There were only eight copies and all were
used on first day covers (1 October 1949).
Commonwealth notes that one pair is dam-
aged. Sheet size for the 6c. was eight hori-
zontal rows of 15 stamps. A news item in a
British philatelic magazine of the period,
under the headline ‘Remarkable West
Indies discovery’ contributed by C D
Milbourne, the Honorary Secretary of the
St Lucia Philatelic Society, described the
events leading to the discovery. He wrote
that during the morning of 1 October
1949 John Walton of Soufriere visited the
post office intending to send some first day
covers to friends using the new dollar
currency stamps. While at the counter he
noticed that there was only one sheet of
the six cents value and bought the first two
or three vertical rows. He noticed that the
perforation on the left side of the sheet
was missing and, although not a stamp
collector, realised that this was unusual.
Thinking they would be even more valu-
able used, he placed them on envelopes
and sent them through the post. Of the
cight stamps, one was sent to Milbourne,
another to one of his relations in England
and the others, in vertical pairs, addressed
to and retained by Walton himself.

Fig 8 Strip of the Fiji 1d. showing
Just a trace of plate number

Figs 9 to 10 (below, left to right)
Cook Islands stamps showing
various amounts of plate numbers
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Itis known that a single used copy ap-
peared at the Robson Lowe auction on 11
July 1958. This was most probably the one
sent to England.. The cover with the lower
left vertical pair, complete with margins
showing the adjacent printer’s guide lines
in the bottom left corner and addressed to
John Walton, Sapphire, Soufriere, was illus-
trated in the Harmers auction catalogue
for their sale on 28 July 1995. The pair of
stamps had been very carefully tied to the
envelope by a crisp ‘SOUFRIERE 1 OC 49
ST LUCIA c.d.s. with another perfect c.d.s.
by the address. Tt was sold for £5588 and
had last been offered at the same auction
house on 24 April 1951, Walton may not
have been a stamp collector, but from the
quality of the cancellations and precise
placing of the marginal stamps it seems
likely that he had picked up a few hints
from his philatelic friends!

An opportunity to see the hand-written
cover and letter sent by Walton to Com-
mander C D Milbourne at Fairview, Castries,
on 1 October 1949 occurred at the recent
Spring Stampex. The text is repeated here
as a matter of record for future collectors,
thanks to Graham Cooper.

‘Dear Commander Milbourne,

I send you herewith first day cover with
the new 6 cent St Lucia Issue. You will
note it is unperforated on the left side.

I would explain that 1 noticed when
purchasing that there was only one sheet
on sale at Soufriere Post Office and the
perforation was missing on the left side. 1
sent one on a first day cover to a relation
in England and am retaining six myself.
All are date stamped October 1st., first
day of issue, & I consider it is unusual to
have an error like this.’

The concluding remark by Walton must
have been the philatelic understatement of
1949!

12c¢. perf 14%x14 (153a)

Allan Leverton’s interesting comments,
adjacent to Part 57 (GSM, August 2000),
about the 12c. perforated 14%x14 brings
to mind a news item in GSM (January
1953) when it reported the mysterious
appearance of the stamp which was im-
mediately listed as SG 153a. (It sub-
sequently appeared in the Commonuwealth
catalogue as CW 44.) GSM pointed out
that the normal issue was line perforated
12% and the finer perforation had previ-
ously only appeared on the current 2c.
(147a). The Crown Agents’ Bulletins had
been consulted and they showed that there
had only been two printings of the 12c.—
the original issue in October 1949 and one
released in London in August 1951. Only
the 12% perforation had been noted for
both these issues. This posed the query
when could the 12c. perforated 14%x14
have been produced?

GSM went on to point out that the 2c.
perforated 14%x14 first appeared in the
colony as a coil stamp in late 1949. It
therefore appeared reasonable to assume
that the coils were made up at the same
time as the ordinary series, using normal-
sized sheets (120 stamps—eight horizontal
rows of 15) with only the perforation
different. Thus, it seemed that the mystery
12c. value was produced at the same time.

This posed a second query—were the
stamps perforated 14%x14 deliberately or
accidentally? The latter seemed possible.
After all, the colours of the two values (2c.
magenta and 12c. claret) were in the same
colour range. In addition, the dollar cur-
rency had only just come into use and the
similarity between 2’ and ‘12’ may have
caused confusion. There was no doubt that
the 12c. 14%x14 was very rare. In January
1953 only a few copies had been found.
This provides another query. How many
were printed?

In a letter dated 3 November 1964, H A
Maguire of Toronto asked Kenneth Chap-
man, the editor of Stamp Collecting, how
many other copies could exist. His curios-
ity had been aroused as he possessed a
single marginal copy bearing sheet num-
ber 1573. On 4 December Chapman re-
plied that, following on from a paragraph
about the stamp in his magazine (27 No-
vember), ‘one of the well-known London
stamp dealers telephoned to say they had
purchased 400 copies of this particular
stamp’. It is possible, therefore, that there
could have been more than the four sheets
(of 120 stamps each) mentioned .in the
recent article by Leverton, unless Healey
and Wise had sold a few copies and then
managed to add the fourth sheet, or a
large part of'it, to the three already in their
possession in 1959, to sell them all on in
1964. At one stage Saunders expressed the
opinion that four or five sheets could have
been printed (Geosix March 1965). The
discussion in Part 59 about the possible
number of copies of the Grenada 2%d.
(157a) may also be relevant. From this it is
reasonable to suggest that six or seven
sheets of the St Lucia 12c. were mistakenly

picked up from a waiting stack and put®
through the wrong perforating machine.
The operator, unwilling to admit the mis-
take, or maybe not noticing it, then added
the sheets to the normally-perforated
batch. Many years have passed, but to find
marginal copies of the 2c. magenta bear-
ing sheet numbers very near to 1573, the
number noted by Maguire on his copy
of the 12c., would add some weight to this
theory. Whatever happened provided a
rare perforation variety.

Like any good mystery story there is still
one more twist in the telling. In Geosix (12
May 1987) the late John Yorke of Muscott’s
reported a copy of the 12¢c. perforated
14%x14 on a small piece of thiek cream
paper with ‘CANCELLED’ diagonally per-
forated in a straight line reading from the
top right to bottom left through both the
stamp and paper. He appealed for help.
This quickly came in a reply from John
Marriott, the Keeper of the Royal Phil-
atelic Collection (Geosix, July 1987). The
Royal Collection contained an approved
colour trial for the 3%d. denomination
issued in 1947. In addition to the colour
proolf, there was also a colour proof per-
forated 14%x14, annotated as ‘Approved’
over the initials of S Chappell of the Crown
Agents and dated 27.9.46. The Requisition
number ‘G3/St Lucia 4002/1 was marked in
manuscript and there was also a ‘WATER-
LOW AND SONS LIMITED’ handstamp.
When issued on 8 August 1947, the new
3%d. value was, of course, perforated 12%.
Marriott considered it interesting that in
this rare case of a colour proof béing
perforated, the gauge should have been
14%x14. He suggested that this may have
been the gauge used at the proof stage of

Tristan da Cunha
Overprint

Fig 17

The setting of the overprints on the St Helena stamps was
composed of four blocks of 15 (GSM, February 1952). This can be
detected without difficulty as the top right corner of the initial ‘T’
of “TRISTAN’ is missing on Row 4/2, 4/5, 9/2 and 9/5 (Fig 17). A
set of the 14 values with the variety makes a most interesting
album page, while the hunt’to find the stamps provides enjoy-
ment with a definite and not expensive ending. Rushstamps drew
,attention in Stamp Collecting (10 May 1979) to a couple of defects
in the overprint. The first was described as ‘bar of second T of

TRISTAN disjointed from upright’ on the %d., 3d., 4d., 6d. and 1s. values. The
second, was the same letter ‘Hollowed out’ on the %d., 3d. and 1s. Both could have
been caused by deterioration of the metal forming the letter and perhaps only
occurred late in the overprinting process. Finally, Stamp Collecting (7 Maich 1952)
reported a find by G V Base of Harrogate on part of a sheet of the 2d. R6/2 had the
‘AN’ of “TRISTAN’ and ‘NHA’ of ‘CUNHA’ in albino and the stamp below it had the
‘H’ and part of the ‘A’ of ‘CUNHA’ in the same state. No further reports have been
seen and it seems likely that they were ‘one-off 'defects.

Perforations

Rushstamps, when advertising the overprint varieties, also mentioned that it
seemed that two printings of the basic St Helena stamps had been overprinted.
They had different shades throughout, as well as different horizontal perforations—
12.525 and 12.375. It appeared that most of the latter had been despatched to the
island although some had been mixed in supplies direct from the Crown Agents.
Gibbons had earlier noted (February 1952) that their supplies of the 1d., 1%d., 4d.
and 6d. had a horizontal perforation measuring 12.5 rather than the 12.3 of the
previous printing of the basic stamps. So here is a more difficult challenge—one
album page with the ‘Broken T’ on all values perforated 12.5 and a second with the
set perforated 12.3. An Instanta perforation gauge will be necessary, but take heart,
Rushstamps stated that the difference could be clearly measured and showed up
even more when one stamp was placed over the other.
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Fig 13 Leaping fish

Fig 14 St Vincent 1d. block of
showing ‘leaping fish’ variety
and ‘cobweb’ in right margin
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Fig 15 Centre
plate crack
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" Fig 16
Confetti
flaw

the 1949-50 4c. and 12c. and that this was
the possible cause of the very limited num-
ber of these stamps which were issued so
perforated.

4c. perforated 14%x14 (SG 149a)

Allan Leverton has also commented re-
cently about this stamp (GSM, August
2000) and mentioned forgeries in the mint
state. Indeed, in August 1954 GSM re-

ported that the Expert Committee had -

recently seen a ‘Total Forgery’. On a
happier note, John Marriott, when giving
a display of the stamps of St Lucia from the
Royal Philatelic Collection to the members
of the Royal Philatelic Society on 20
September 1979, drew attention to the 4c.
and 12c. perforated 14%x14. He classified
the former as ‘extremely rare’ and only
known used, usually with the circular date-
stamp of Patience. At the time he couid not
offer any reason why either stamp should
have the unusual perforation and expressed
the view that their issue in this form ap-
peared to be a genuine error. Graham
Cooper displayed a genuine used copy
and a mint forgery at the 2001 Spring
Stampex.

Coils

The lc. and 2c. perforated 14 and 14%x14
respectively, (146a and 147a) were mostly
used to make up coils. However, a few
sheets were distributed in sheet form.
Blocks of four are noted as ‘scarce’ in Part
1, reference to Commonwealth will quickly
show that, at £40, such blocks should not
be broken up!

1s. brown

After all those words about the St Lucian
rarities comes mention of something that
can come the way of anyone. It is worth
looking at top marginal copies printed late
in the life of the 1s. Examination of the top
horizontal frame line will show signs of
fuzziness, rather like the Gibraltar 3d.
from Plate 1A, mentioned earlier in this
series. They were both De La Rue products
and it does seem possible that all the
impressions in the top row of the 1s. were
re-entered.

St Vincent

Plate varieties v

Nearly 50 years ago W Waugh of Glasgow
described and illustrated two varieties on
the 1d. value printed from Frame Plate 2,
Centre Plate 3 (Stamfy Collecting, 8 June
1951). The first, on R2/6, was a retouched
sky above the rock on the left side of the
design. His illustration is shown as Fig 12.
He stated that the retouch was quite
distinct and resulted from wear to the
plate, adding the remark ‘in first supplies
the wearing was not retouched’. The au-
thor has two positional pieces, one show-
ing the plate numbers under R10/5-6,
neither shows evidence of a retouch to the
sky, but both have a ‘fish’ leaping over the
rock. This is shown in Figs 13 and 14.
Attention is also drawn to the cobweb-like
mark in the margin alongside R1/6. It is in
the frame colour. It demonstrates the sort
of accident that could happen. In this
instance it was probably due to a blow to
the underside of the plate, cracking the
chromium facing. The second variety re-

ported by Waugh occurred on FP2aCP3a.,
where a crack in the centre plate through
and over the hills on the right skyline
affected R1/2. It is reminiscent of the
defect described on the Ceylon 1941
3c./6c. provisional in Part 52 (GSM, May
1999). The illustration at Fig 15 is a copy of
the original provided by Waugh.

The ‘Retouched Sky’ mentioned by
Waugh cropped up again, but this time in
GSM (May 1952) when C P Rang, in
‘Through the Magnifying Glass’ reported
its existence on the 2¢. (165). He asserted
that obvious retouching had been con-
spicuously absent from stamps printed by
Bradbury, Wilkinson and suggested that
this was, perhaps, not because it was
absent, but because it was inconspicuously
done. He added that there was no doubt
that much touching-up was done on the
plates by all the printers, but remained
undetected because of the quality of their
work. The retouch to the sky on the 2c. was
not one of them. The normal graduation
of the lines of the sky above the ‘2c’ had
been replaced by an almost evenly-shaded
rectangle of dashes that ended abruptly.
Furthermore, all the left side of the
vignette showed weakness, including the
tall rock that was paler in colour. Sur-
prisingly, Rang did not know the position
or plate and sought help, pointing out that
CP3, 3a, 4 and 4a had been used for the
2c., suggesting that if the retouch existed
on CP3 or 3a then there was the possibility
that it occurred on the 1d. Thus, we have
come full circle.

A confetti flaw

It was the practice of Bradbury Wilkinson
to punch holes in the selvedge. The small
discs of paper sometimes adhered to a
sheet prior to, or during, printing. The
pair of 2%d. (Fig 16) show the result. The
disc was present when the frame was
printed, but had disappeared prior to use
of the centre plate as the green shading of
the vignette shows in the circular area.

Part 62, entitled "More Odds and Ends’, will
describe somg varieties to be found on KGVI
stamps from North Borneo, British Solomon
Islands, India, Sarawak, Seychelles, Sudan
and Virgin Islands.

Readers interested in the collection
and study of the stamps of KGVI
should join the 420 members of the
King George VI Collectors Society.
The society holds at least three
meetings each year at the British
Philatelic Centre, as well as others
outside London. An auction, held
after the AGM in April, is open to
postal bidding. The society also
publishes a quarterly journal called
Geosix containing articles written by
members. The annual subscription is
L7 (Geosix by surface) or £10
(airmail). Further details can be
obtained from The Secretary,
KGVICS, 98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.
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