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King George VI Varieties
Part 57—Jamaica (continued)

Richard Lockyer ose concludes his study of the definitive set and
illustrates a number of worthwhile commemorative varieties

4d. Saunders noted the occurrence of mi-
nor irregularities in the frame design of
the 4d. value printed by Waterlow. He be-
lieved they originated from a badly-tooled
master die, as they ran through all print-
ings from all plates. He also reported very
slight duplication of the outer lines of the
design, stemming most probably from a

transfer shift. The recently published study -

paper, Jamaica, The Definitive and Commem-
orative Stamps and Postal Stationery of the
Reign of King George VI, by the late Hugh
James, notes some 13 instances of plate

damage and 16 examples of doubling, as ..

well as two T-marks and four mapping lines.
James positioned and plated 22 of them.
They are very small when compared with
those described on the 2d. and 3d. values
in Part 56 (GSM, May 2000). The majority
need a powerful glass to aid identification.
Nevertheless, bearing in mind there were
22 requisitions using nine different plate
combinations from eight frame plates and
four centre plates, it is a mark of his pa-
tierice that he achieved that number. Sheet
size—12 horizontal rows of 5 stamps.

6d. The unnumbered centre plate (CP1)
was used by Waterlow with the unnumbered
frame plate (FP1) and FP2-4. These com-
binations were followed by FP4CP2 and
finally FP6CP3, which was ‘120-set’ instead

of the normal ‘60-set’. There is no record '

of an FP5. Sheets comprised 6 horizontal
rows of 10 stamps. There were 21 printings.

Fortuitous damage to CP1 gave rise to
some aptly named and, in a couple of in-
stances, well-known varieties. The first, is
the ‘Exhaust pipe’ (Fig I). This can be found
on R6/1, perforated 12% line. Foster, writing
in Stamp Collecting (26 March 1970), ex-
pressed the view that King George VI
definitive issues generally presented many
difficulties to the philatelic student and
Jamaica was no exception. He drew atten-
tion to the ‘Exhaust pipe’ flaw that occurred
on one of the most frequently used values,
the 6d. (SG 128), and expressed surprise
that the sheet position had never been
recorded. By 11 June he was able to confirm

_ the position as the bottom left corner copy

and numbered it 55. Sadly, this was prob-
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Foster, having examined corner blocks, then
propounded a theory that printer’s sheets
consisted of two horizontal, adjoining panes
of 60 stamps with the ‘Exhaust pipe’ on the
right pane. They were then separated to
form two post office sheets of 60. He main-
tained that specialists had been mistaken
when they suggested, on seeing sheets from
CP1 without the flaw, that it had been
corrected. Unfortunately, Foster did not
have access to the Plate Issue Register. This
clearly shows that ‘60-set’ plates for the 6d.
were issued by the Crown Agents to Water-
low up to 15 September 1949 (Req 3686/2
FP4CP2). There were 15 occasions when
‘60-set’ plates were issued between 26 Octo-
ber 1938 and 15 September 1949, 12 in-
cluded CP1. James owned a FP2CP1 sheet
and this combination was used on five occa-
sions. FP2 was finally returned to the CA on
15 September 1949. The ‘Exhaust pipe’
could have occurred, from the start, until
it was corrected for the very last use of
the FP2CP1 combination. However, the at-
tractive variety is very hard to find. Anyone
searching for it will soon realise that the
odds are stacked heavily against them. This
practical experience must lead to accept-
ance of the original belief by specialists that
the flaw was corrected at some time during
the long life of CP1. Indeed, it is most prob-
able that the ‘Exhaust pipe’ existed for only
a short time.

A very similar flaw, closely resembling the
‘Exhaust pipe’, exists on, as yet, unposi-
tioned copies (Fig 2). The exhaust pipe is
shorter and at a slightly different angle—
perhaps it should be called the ‘Tail pipe’ to
aid recognition. The popular ‘Roof spot-
light’ is a dense black mark, with a definite
upper poirit, situated on the roof of the car
(Fig 3). It is easily seen and can be found on
the FP2CP1 combination at R5/3. Just to
add a measure of confusion a similar flaw
(Fig 4) can be found on R6/1, but without
the ‘Exhaust pipe’. This could, of course,
have come from CP2, also line perforated
12%4. To ease recognition, the mark can best
be described as a round, diffuse, black blob.
The last variety is the ‘Nail in the tyre’, a
distinctive black line protruding from the
right rear tyre (Fig 5). Unfortunately it is
unplated.
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A considerable number of examples of
minor doubling, setting-up marks and
mapping lines are described in the study
paper. The most distinctive shows clear up-
ward doubling of the car, the men in the
canoe, both river banks and the tops of all
the trees in the design. James noted the
existence of at least four copies. A used
example is in the possession of the author
and Fig 6 illustrates the ‘ghost’ affecting
the outline of the car and the strong
doubling of the nearby river bank. The
characteristics point to a genuine double
impression. However, taking:a pessimistic
view, they could have been caused by a
kiss-print. The truth might be established
if all known copies were compared with
each other.

9d. Post office sheets consisted of 12 hori-
zontal rows of 5 stamps. Waterlow used the
same single-working unnumbered plate
for all 15 printings. However, it consisted
of 120 impressions arranged in two panes
of 60. R1/2 on one of the two panes has
two constant dots just below the ‘J' of
‘JAMAICA' in the name tablet (Fig 7). R7/3
on the other pane is affected by a short
diagonal mark which cuts through the oval
surrounding the head of the King, ad-
jacent to his eyebrow (Fig 8).

2s. Again printed by Waterlow, this value
seems to be remarkably free from im-
perfections. Fig 9 shows one that was noted
by James—a brown mark in the white
diagonal stroke forming part of the value.
Unfortunately it is unpositioned. The same
pair of unnumbered plates (‘60-set’) was
used for all 17 printings. Sheet size was 6
horizontal rows of 10 stamps.

5s. The same pair of plates (FP1 and CP1)
was used by De La Rue throughout the life
of this value, to satisfy 14 requisitions.
Sheets were printed in 5 horizontal rows of
6 stamps. Early printings were comb per-
forated 14 with later ones comb perforated
13. No plate varieties have been reported.
However, there is compensation for the
variety hunter as the line perforated
stamps are now listed in Part 1 (SG 132a).
The opportunity will be taken to recount
past reports about the discovery of this per-
foration variety and deductions concern-
ing how it probably originated.

The 5s. line perforated

14-14.1 (SG 132a)

In August 1963 GSM noted that the
Colonial and Foreign Stamp Company
had recently shown the editor a block of
four of the 5s. value which was indisputably
line perforated. More information about
this new discovery was sought. The exist-
ence of the variety was subsequently men-
tioned in a footnote to the Two Reigns
catalogue in 1964—'Number 132 is norm-
ally Comb perf, but also exists line’. The
entry was dropped the following year. On a
nostalgic note, list number 1669 from the
Colonial and Foreign Stamp Co for the
week ending 25 July 1970 contained the
following entry—'JAMAICA 1938-52 5/-
SG 132, Line perf. A rarity £20, block of
four £85". The current catalogue price of
£2750 for a single unmounted mint copy

IR

certainly justifies the term ‘rarity’ used in
the list. It may have been the original block
described in GSM, which had been re-
tained in stock for seven years because no
one would pay the price, or was it another
block? The former seems most likely as Dr
W H Barker, having seen a similarly
worded advertisement in Stamp Magazine
(December 1971), wrote to Mr Alcock of
the company, who told him that the block,
which was a corner piece, and a marginal
single were the only examples he knew
about. By that time some wise collector
had purchased the block, to be followed
quickly by the sale of the single. On 5
October 1972 Foster drew further atten-
tion to the perforation variety in Stamp
Collecting and described the vignette as
greyish blue and the frame as much more
reddish orange than any of the many
shades that existed on the value. In the
following September he confirmed that
two further examples, one used, had been
seen by Saunders. Foster surmised that
they probably originated from an overseas
release and dated back to the days of the
London blitz when the De La Rue works
were seriously damaged and some colonial
stamps were produced by a firm in Wat-
ford. In December 1974 he noted in the
Jamaica Newsletter that another used copy
had surfaced bearing a Kingston postmark
of 16 May 1942. This appeared to confirm
the theory that it was one of the ‘blitz’ per-
forations. Other used copies have been
reported since then bearing Kingston
postmarks dated 15 December 1941 and
16 May, 14 July and 3 October 1942.

There were no further developments
until April 1986 when James published his
findings in Geosix, the quarterly newsletter
of the King George VI Collectors Society.
They are also included in his study paper
and are summarised here as they demon-
strate how abnormal events can affect
stamp production and provide collectors
with a most elusive quarry.

Two printings were despatched from De
La Rue before the outbreak of the 1939-45
war (Req 9968/1—500 sheets, despatched
9 September 1938 and Req 924/4—218
sheets, despatched 10 August 1939). It was
not until early in 1941 that another order
followed, originally for 400 sheets but
amended to 200, with a delivery date of
‘the end of April’ (Req 1638/1). The centre
plate was issued on 1 May and returned
the following day. The frame plate was
issued and returned on 9 May. However,
the records show that exactly 200 sheets
were not despatched until 3 August with
De La Rue retaining six copies. Not sur-
prisingly, none of the official records gives
any details of perforation. After all, to a
printer, the little holes are made to facil-
itate easy stamp separation. It is only phil-
atelists who take special note of the type of
perforator used and measure differences
in gauge to a decimal point.

On 30 December 1940 the De La Rue
George, Star and Crown factories were
seriously damaged by enemy air attack and
108 and 110 Bunhill Row were destroyed
by fire. On 8 January the company re-
ported that two perforating machines had
been recovered and erected at their
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Watford branch. In addition, they hoped
to re-erect one or two machines that had
been in store. Mr Marcus Faux, the former
Inspector of Colonial Stamps at the Crown
Agents, told James he remembered that the
perforating machines on the fourth floor
of the Bunhill works were all destroyed, as
were the surface/letterpress-printing presses
on the third floor. However, it seems that
most of the recess-printing machines on
the ground floor escaped damage. He also
recalled that a Mr Carberry was a manager
of the direct-plate printing department in
the works at the time.

Mr Faux celebrated his 100th birthday
during May and it is an opportune
moment to thank him for all the help he
has given so willingly to a multitude of
collectors over very many years.

James discovered that Req 1638/1 in-
cluded not only an order for postage
stamps, but also for the 6d., 1s., 2s., 5s. and
8s.6d. Judicial stamps. The Plate Issue
Register shows that all the plates for the
Judicial stamps were specifically issued to
Williams Lea, another printer who was
carrying out emergency work for De La
Rue in early 1941. The well-known Ber-
muda line perforated keyplate values did,
of course, originate from them, a fact
established by Denis Littlewort. Faux sug-
gested to James that perhaps Williams Lea
had used their single line perforator while
printing the Judicial stamps. However,
their line perforator used for the keyplates
measured 14.15, whereas the Jamaica 5s.
has an irregular line perforation of 14 to
14.1. Furthermore, the letterpress facilities
at Williams Lea could not have been used
for recess printing the 5s. It is also most
relevant that the Plate Issue Register

clearly shows that the plates for the 5s.

were issued to Mr Carberry of De La Rue
and not to Williams Lea. Consequently, it
seems almost certain that the elusive
Jamaica 5s. was printed and line perfor-
ated in the De La Rue works, using print-
ing machinery that had escaped damage
and most probably one of the perforators
brought out of storage.

A Freak Perforation

The 24 October 1949 release of the bs.
value was perforated by a new comb-head
measuring 13.2x13 (SG 132b). In January
1974 Saunders described in Geosix a 5s.
value perforated in a most unusual man-
ner. It had been sent to him for examina-
tion by Mr R E Shaw who had first noticed
that the stamp lacked symmetrical corners,
the presence of which is the usual identi-
fying feature of a comb-perforated stamp.
He had then measured the perforations in
the hope that he had discovered the scarce

line perforated version. However, the top
edge measured 13.2, the bottom edge
nearer 13.9, while the left-hand side was
13.7 and the right side 13.0. Saunders,
after two pages of discussion suggested a
solution, ‘which, though logical, is so co-
incidental as to be scarcely feasible’. In
sum, a single comb-head was used with an
extra pin on one ‘tooth’ of the comb making
13.7 on the left-hand side of a vert.cal row
of stamps as the comb moved downwards,
perforating the usual stack of seven sheets.
All was well until the bottom row was
reached, when the comb did not perforate
the bottom edge of the last row and into
the bottom selvedge. This defect was
noticed when the sheets were checked and
a single row of perforations were added
using a line perforator measuring about
14, thus eliminating ‘the imperf between
stamp and margin’, so admired by col-
lectors. In Saunders’ words ‘It could have
happened—but did it?’ So far as is known,
no other examples have come to light.

10s. Only one plate was used by De La Rue
to satisfy 12 requisitions. James noticed a
near vertical scratch through the left-hand
angel (Fig 10) on the fourth stamp of an
unknown row on copies of SG 133. It can
just be seen in the accompanying illustra-
tion of a marginal pair. A very clear map-
ping line also occurs to the lower right side
of R6/4 and continues into the margin,
parallel with the vertical of the guide cross
(Fig 11). James reported that it was not
present on SG 133aa. The line is reminis-
cent of a variety called ‘Extra frame line’
on the 2d. Barbados (SG 250da and ea).
For those who like marginal markings it is
worth noting that a plate block of SG 133
gives, as well as the mapping line, a part
imprint, a plate number (1) and printers’
dot below R6/4, plus a sideways guide cross
alongside R5/5.

£1 In racing terms, this value was a ‘late
declaration’, as it arrived on 15 August
1949. There were only two printings, using
two plates, both numbered 1 and ‘30-set’.
The first order was for - 1600 sheets (6
horizontal rows of 5 stamps) and, although
18,000 stamps went to the Bureau in Lon-
don, the quantity despatched to Jamaica
was not recorded. Contemporary descrip-
tions of shade were deep brown and violet
or chocolate and violet. A further 218
sheets were printed and despatched from
Waterlow on 3 December 1955 and 29
February 1956. According to GSM (March
1956) supplies were released on 24 Janu-
ary 1956 with a ‘lighter sepia centre and
brighter violet frame’. The perforation was
12.6 instead of 12.5, with slightly thinner
paper. These extra details are provided as,
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in that well-used phrase, this stamp is the

‘key value in the set’. Several instances of
doubling of parts of the design printed
from the frame plate have been reported
and Figl2 illustrates an example which is
most probably a re-entry, as traces of the
design overlap the main inner frame line.

The Commemorative Issues

1937 Coronation

Only the 1d. value offers a couple of small
varieties. An unplated ‘Tear-drop’ under
the left eye of the King is easy to pick out
(Fig 13), while a fine diagonal scratch runs
from the King’s chin into the stamp below,
affecting R9/3, Plate 1A (Fig 14).

1945 New Constitution

A Waterlow production that is still available
at little over face value. A very experienced
dealer has offered the author a possible
explanation. At the time, there was a con-
siderable amount of ‘hot money’ in the
country, arising from nefarious dealing on
the black market. However, there was little
to buy in the shops with all this cash! Thus
some of the money was, to use a modern
financial term, ‘laundered’ and bulk sup-
plies of the New Constitution set were
purchased in the hope that the stamps
would prove an untraceable and beneficial
investment, particularly as the set had a
short life—being withdrawn from sale on
19 August 1946. Events have proved
otherwise. This is probably because of the
large quantities despatched:
1%d.—12,645,000, 2d.—6,754,440,
3d.—6,645,840, 4%d.—6,789,840,
95.—2,932,220, 55.—1,880,040 and
10s.—108,000;

even though Mekeel’s Weekly reported the
following were destroyed by burning after
the issue was withdrawn: :
1%d.—2,377.380, 2d.—442,480,
3d.—3,889,740, 4'4d.—5,065,980,
95.—15,990, 55.—38,184 and 10s.—10,926.
Another sobering thought is that in recent
months the former chief adviser to the
Treasury, Sir Alan Budd, has pointed out
that the value of £1 in 1945 had falled to
5p by 1997.

1%d. Waterlow used four single working
plates ‘120-set’, numbered 1 to 4, to print
the 1%d. Post Office sheets comprised 6
rows of 12 stamps. It is the only stamp in
the set to provide a quantity of varieties
and James plated five from Plate 1 and a
further ten from Plate 2. He positioned,
but could not- plate, four other examples
and described another four which remain
unpositioned. The majority. affect the
words ‘COURTHOUSE, FALMOUTH’,
where doubling of-the letters can be de-
tected. A small selection follows, but be
warned, a strong glass is required. Plate 1
(line perf 12% offers a good example at

R5/1; as'not only does ‘COURTHOUSE

" FALM’ show doubling, but also the side-

facing steps on the left, where the veftical
rise of each step is similarly affected, as

~ well as the adjacent door and windows of

the Courthouse, with an extra vertical line
in each of the four pillars as a bonus. R5/3
has doubling of ‘COURT’ and an extra
vertical line in the first pillar. Similar lines
show in the first two pillars of R6/1 and the
letters ‘RTH E FA' show doubling. The T-
mark hunter will be pleased to know that a
very strong sideways ‘T’ can be detected
easily on R6/2 from Plate 1. It is very close
to the inner right frame line (Fig 15). The
dark foliage between the courthouse and
the frame is not shown in the illustration
because it does tend to mask the hori-
zontal stem of the sideways ‘T, but the

“vertical cross-bar stands out clearly in the

band of white immediately adjacent to the
frame. (This T-mark is on a par with the
‘Printer’s guide mark’ on’ the %d. New
Zealand Peace issue, listed as SG 667a).
Another can be found in the oval frame
surrounding the head of the King on R3/3
from Plate 2 (Fig 16) and yet another on
R2/9, but pointing in the opposite direc-
tion (Fig 17).

Bs. Traces of a T-mark can be detected just
to the right of the centre of the right-hand
mace (Fig 18). A plate block (1), for ex-
ample, will furnish two examples on R5/9
and 6/9. 3
The Victory Issue

Seven varieties on the two values were
described in Part 14 of this series (GSM,
November 1989). However, very close
scrutiny enabled James to list five from
Plate 1A and 12 from Plate 1B on the 1%d.
and four on the 3d.

Other Commemorative Issues

For the record, no varieties have been
found, as yet, on the 1948 Royal Silver
Wedding, the 1949 Universal Postal Union,
the 1951 Inauguration of the BWI Univer-
sity College or 1952 Scout Jamboree issues.

Copies of Jamaica, The Definitive and
Commemorative Stamps and Postal Stationery
of the Reign of King George VI, written by
the late Hugh James and reviewed by
John Holman in GSM, April 2000, are
available from The Editor, KGVICS,

56 Waterloo Avenue, Leiston. Suffolk,
IP16 4HE, price £20 (plus £2 p&p in UK,
elsewhere £3 surface and £6 airmail) for
non-members or £16 (plus the safhe p&p
rates) for members.

Part 58 (GSM, November 2000) will describe
some recently discovered varieties on the 1938
Burma issue overprinted ‘SERVICE' in 193 9.

Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.

Readers interested in the King George VI era may like to join the KGVICS. Four
meetings have already been held during 2000, with a fifth in September. A similar
programme is planned for 2001. An annual auction, which is open to postal bidders
who are members, coincides withi the AGM in April. The quarterly newsletter
GEOSIX offers informative articles. Subscription is £7 (surface) and £10 (airmail).
Further details can be obtained from the Secretary, KGVICS, 98 Albany, Manor
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