King George VI Varieties
Part 51—Aden, The Protectorate States and

Antigua

Richard Lockyer, ose reviews the varieties, errors and printings

is quarterly series about King George VI varieties began in August 1986. Since
then varieties on the definitive issues of the following countries have been con-
sidered: Ascension, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda (%d. on 1d.), Brunei, Dominica,
Falkland Islands Dependencies (Thick and Thin Map Issues), Fiji, Kenya, Uganda
and Tanganyika, Leeward Islands, Malta, Mauritius and Tonga. Also the Nauru,
New Guinea and Papua Coronation issue, New Zealand commemorative issues, St
Kitts-Nevis Tercentenary, South Africa (commemoratives and War Effort), Southern
Rhodesia commemoratives and the 1946 Omnibus Victory issue.

It is now time to consider the stamps
that remain to be described. In fairness,
there are major areas of study which have
not been included and will be deliberately
omitted. For example, varieties that occur
on the stamps of Great Britain are listed in
Volume 2 of the Stanley Gibbons Great
Britain Specialised Catalogue. Some of these
also occur on stamps used for overseas
agencies and territories.

Readers interested in the issues for
Australia can do no better than obtain a
truly superb catalogue published by Brus-
den White in 1995 (79 Burke Street, Mel-
bourne, Victoria 3000). Equally, the large
keyplates have been the subject of dedic-
ated and enthusiastic research by many
collectors since the early 1940s. This cul-
minated in the publication during 1985 of
a definitive study entitled King George VI
Laige Key Type Stamps of Bermuda, Leeward
Islands and Nyasaland by the late R W
Dickgeisser and E P Yendall. The definit-
ive issues of New Zealand, and associated
varieties, are described in The Ibstage Stamps
of New Zealand, published by the Royal
Philatelic Society of New Zealand, and
those of South Africa in the Handbook/
Catalogue of the Union of Southern Afvica. A
Study of the Hong Kong Definitive Issues of
King George VI, by Nick Halewood and
David Antscherl, published in 1992 by the
Hong Kong Study Circle, deals effectively

with these most interesting stamps. Finally,
in 1997 Peter 1. Baldwin brought his Study
of the KGVI Stamps of St Kitts-Nevis up to
date and his book is available from Murray
Payne Ltd.

Despite these omissions, there still re-
mains a selection of varieties that claim
attention. However, the number cannot

justify inclusion in this series on a single-

country basis even though they have rated
listing in catalogues. There are also others
that are unlikely to be given catalogue
status, because they are not easily seen with
the naked eye. Nevertheless, these are of
philatelic consequence and their presence
not only adds interest to a collection, but a
measure of satisfaction when they are dis-
covered by the ardent variety hunter.
Countries will, therefore, be grouped to-
gether and considered, as near as possible,
in alphabetical order beginning with Aden,
the Protectorate States and Antigua.

Aden

The 1939-48 issue

Although the 14a. (SG 23a and 42) brings
interest in the form of minor re-entries,
the straightforward listing of colours for
the 193948 issue hides a wide range of
distinctive shades stemming from the
many printings.

Format

The 13 values were recess printed by
Waterlow and Sons on paper watermarked
Multiple Script CA. The sheets were line
perforated 12%, with slight variations
about this norm. These are detectable with
an Instanta perforation gauge and helpful
when identifying printings. The format for
the anna values, except for the 3a., and
14a., was 16 rows of five stamps printed
from a single plate. Sheets of the 3a. and
14a. consisted of ten horizontal rows of
eight stamps printed from a frame and a
centre plate. Sheets of the Ir. value were 12
rows of five stamps from a single plate and
the 2r, 5r. and 10r. in the same format
were each printed from two plates. Only
two plate numbers were used. The figure 1,
for the Frame Plate, appeared under
R10/7 on the 14a., issued on 15 January
1945, and (Centre Plate) 2 came into being
on the 2r, when released in London in
July 1945. None of the other plates bore a
number. The 3a. and 14a. values shared a
common centre plate. The 10r, although
having the same design, had a difterent
centre plate.

Plate varieties

14a. Frame Plate

This value was issued for use on airmail
letters weighing up to %oz. A contempor-
ary observer reported in Stamfy Collecting
(24 March 1945) that first day sales
totalled 8194 copies of which some 800
copies were ‘flown’ on the first day—15
January 1945. Just over seven years later
Bentley Kettle described 11 re-entries to
the frame plate in the same magazine (18
July 1952). There were others but he rated
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The 13 values in the Aden
1939-48 definitive issue
show Aidrus Mosque at
Crater (%a., 2a.), Adenese
Camel Corps (%a., 5r.), the
harbour (1a., 2r.), a dhow
(1%a., 1r.), Mukalla (2'4a.,
8a.) and ‘Capture of Aden,
1839’ by Capt Rundile (3a.,
14a., 10r.)

them too minor to mention. Those
affecting the 11 stamps occurred in the
upper right half of a sheet and Kettle
considered that they existed from the start.
This led him to propose that the plate
suffered either damage or distortion,
through buckling, that necessitated atten-
tion. Saunders suggested that the remedial
work was an attempt to strengthen un-
satisfactory weak impressions on the plate.
The re-entries continued to show on the
later surcharged issue, released on 1
October 1951.

The individual stamps mentioned by
Kettle were: R2/8, doubling of the outer
and inner frame lines in the top left corner
extending to a point over the head of the
King (Fig I). R4/6, similar to R2/8, but the
extra line is fractionally further away from
the true frame line (Fig 2). R4/7, the
bottom frame line is doubled in the lower
right corner. This is the only example of
doubling in this area (Fig 3). R4/8, similar
to R2/8 and 4/6, but the doubling can be
traced as far as a point over the A" of
ADEN. R5/5, the top frame line is doubled
horizontally at the right (Fig 4) and the left
frame is also doubled at the bottom corner
(Fig 5) R5/6, vertical doubling of the left
frame line occurs at the top left (Fig 6).
R5/7, very slight horizontal doubling
affects the top frame line above ‘EN’ of
ADEN at the right and the bottom frame
line at the left. It is surprising Kettle
included them, as both show the merest
trace and are not as clear as others he
rejected as too minor. R6/5-8, Kettle said
that the signs of doubling on these four
stamps varied and depended on inking.
He noted that the signs showed as an
additional top frame line with extensions
of the side frames at each end and bore a
marked similarity to each other. He
admitted that he could not guarantee to
allocate single copies correctly. The author
has also failed to identify them. On the
other hand, the very clear doubling of the
lines of diagonal shading in the value
tablet and behind ADEN on R7/5 was not
mentioned by Kettle. For the record, traces
of doubling also occur on R1/1, 1/4, 1/7,
9/1, 2/6,.4/3, 5/4 and 5/8. The addition of
the extra five occurring in the left half of a
sheet gives support to Saunders’ conten-
tion that the printers were trying to
strengthen 22 weak impressions, rather
than work specifically in one area as sug-

gested by Kettle.

3a. and 14a. Centre Plate

The vignette, taken from a painting by
Capt Rundle, depicts HMS Volage, under
the command of Captain Haines, in action
during the capture of Aden in 1839. "This
resulted in Aden becoming a British
possession and was necessary to prevent
attacks on shipping by locally based
vessels. A minor re-entry affected R4/5 on
the centre plate used for the 3a. and 14a.,
where, in the background, the mast of the
smaller ship, its flag and the very small
rowing boat all show slight traces of
doubling. Fig 7 illustrates the normal state
and Fig 8 shows the signs of the re-entry.
The most easily noticed, with a good glass,
is the strengthening to the outline of the
smaller flag. The author has a single copy
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The 13 values in the Aden
1939-48 definitive issue
show Aidrus Mosque at
Crater (%a., 2a.), Adenese
Camel Corps (%a., 5t.), the
harbour (1a., 2r.), a dhow
(1%a., 1r.), Mukalla (2}%a.,
8a.) and ‘Capture of Aden,
1839’ by Capt Rundle (3a.,
14a., 10r.)

them too minor to mention. Those
aflecting the 11 stamps occurred in the
upper right half of a sheet and Kettle
considered that they existed from the start.
This led him to propose that the plate
suffered either damage or distortion,
through buckling, that necessitated atten-
tion. Saunders suggested that the remedial
work was an attempt to strengthen un-
satisfactory weak impressions on the plate.
The re-entries continued to show on the
later surcharged issue, released on 1
October 1951.

The individual stamps mentioned by
Kettle were: R2/8, doubling of the outer
and inner frame lines in the top left corner
extending to a point over the head of the
King (Fig 1). R4/6, similar to R2/8, but the
extra line is fractionally further away from
the true frame line (Fig 2). R4/7, the
bottom frame line is doubled in the lower
right corner. This is the only example of
doubling in this area (Fig 3). R4/8, similar
to R2/8 and 4/6, but the doubling can be
traced as far as a point over the ‘A’ of
ADEN. R5/5, the top frame line is doubled
horizontally at the right (Fig 4) and the left
frame is also doubled at the bottom corner
(Fig 5) R5/6, vertical doubling of the left
frame line occurs at the top left (Fig 6).
R5/7, very slight horizontal doubling
affects the top frame line above ‘EN’ of
ADEN at the right and the bottom frame
line at the left. It is surprising Kettle
included them, as both show the merest
trace and are not as clear as others he
rejected as too minor. R6/5-8, Kettle said
that the signs of doubling on these four
stamps varied and depended on inking.
He noted that the signs showed as an
additional top frame line with extensions
of the side frames at each end and bore a
marked similarity to each other. He
admitted that he could not guarantee to
allocate single copies correctly. The author
has also failed to identify them. On the
other hand, the very clear doubling of the
lines of diagonal shading in the value
tablet and behind ADEN on R7/5 was not
mentioned by Kettle. For the record, traces
of doubling also occur on R1/1, 1/4, 1/7,
2/1, 2/6, 4/3, 5/4 and 5/8. The addition of
the extra five occurring in the left half of a
sheet gives support to Saunders’ conten-
tion that the printers were trying to
strengthen 22 weak impressions, rather
than work specifically in one area as sug-
gested by Kettle.

3a. and 14a. Centre Plate

The vignette, taken from a painting by
Capt Rundle, depicts HMS lolage, under
the command of Captain Haines, in action
during the capture of Aden in 1839. This
resulted in Aden becoming a British
possession and was necessary to prevent
attacks on shipping by locally based
vessels. A minor re-entry affected R4/5 on
the centre plate used for the 3a. and 14a.,
where, in the background, the mast of the
smaller ship, its flag and the very small
rowing boat all show slight traces of
doubling. Fig 7 illustrates the normal state
and Fig & shows the signs of the re-entry.
The most easily noticed, with a good glass,
is the strengthening to the outline of the
smaller flag. The author has a single copy
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of the 3a. showing plate damage that could
have been the cause of the remedial work
(Fig 9). It appears that at some stage the
centre plate was scratched as R9/7 carries a
slightly curved line in the sky above and to
the right of the fort on the hilltop (Fig 10).

Printings

The most welcome appearance, in the au-
tumn of 1997, of the reprint of The Print-
ings of King George VI Colonial Stamps, by
Potter and Shelton, turns the spotlight on
shades. The book was published in 1952
and, although modern research has re-
vealed facts not available to the two au-
thors, their listings provide a sound start-
ing point for anyone trying to sort out the
many obvious shades not listed in the
catalogues. (The reprint is available from
Bridger and Kay (Guernsey) Ltd, PO Box
99, Guernsey, and costs £25 plus £2
postage and packing).

In the early 1960s Frank Saunders de-
voted much time and effort to the study of
the printings of many of the former colon-
ies. Those for Aden certainly attracted his
attention. The results of his work were pub-
lished in Geosix, the quarterly journal of the
King George VI Collectors’ Society, and
demonstrate how shades of colour, minor
changes of perforation and differences in
gum and paper all help to identify printings.

To offer even a summary of Saunders’
research into the Aden issues would take
up too much space. Nevertheless, it would
be a pity not to take the opportunity to
present his findings for just one value as an
example of his work. However, before
dealing with the %a. value it is necessary to
utter a few words of warning. They apply
to all King George VI issues. First, judge-
ment of colour is always open to individual
interpretation. Secondly, the passage of
time often complicates matters as the ex-
posure of a stamp to light can affect colour
and paper. Thirdly, changes in temperat-
ure and humidity did, and still can, affect
gum used during the period, usually turn-
ing it light or even dark brown, with con-
sequent changes in the frontal appearance
of a stamp. With these points in mind, it is
now necessary to include some details
about paper noted by Saunders when con-
sidering the 1939 Aden issue.

He reported that the paper was origin-
ally off-white and of medium thickness. It
was replaced in 1941 by thin white paper.
This was followed, in 1944, by thinner and
semi-transparent paper. In turn, thin white
opaque paper appeared during the next
year, while 1950 saw similar paper intro-
duced which, in his opinion, had a brittle
feel to it.

Printings of the '4a.

19 January 1939, yellow-green, perf 12.5x
a little under 12.5. July 1942, paler yellow-
green, perf 12.6x12.6 (GSM October 1942
noted less yellow in the green). January
1944, lighter shade of green, slightly
under perf 12.5x12.5. (GSM April 1994
reported 12.5x12.6). June 1945, yellow
more noticeable, deeper than 1939, perf
12.5x12.5 exactly (GSM August 1945
noted perforations just over 12.5 and the
London release as July 1945). 13 Septem-
ber 1948, blue-green, 23 January 1950,

slightly deeper blue-green, perf exactly
12.5x12.5. 9 May 1950, near to true green,
watermark hardly visible, perf slightly
under 12.5x12.5 (GSM July 1950 reported
more yellow-green). 8 May 1951, deeper
blue-green, perf exactly 12.5x12.5, water-
mark not pronounced (GSM July 1951
used deeper green with a slightly finer perf
12.5 against 12.4).

Readers interested in assembling a
representative collection of the printings
of Aden, based on the work by Saunders,
should join the King George VI Collectors’
Society to obtain further information.

The 1951 surcharged issue

The surcharged issue was released on 1
October 1951 and in the following month
GSM observed that supplies received by
them were comprised partly of sheets bear-
ing serial numbers which appeared to have
been returned from the colony and others
without which probably came from London
stock. This does complicate matters when
considering shades.

The catalogued variety listed as ‘sur-
charge double’ on the 15¢./2%a. (SG 38a) is
well-known and expensive. One sheet was
affected and the clarity of the doubling
varied across the sheet, a characteristic
shared with 1951 Gibraltar 6d. New Con-
stitution double overprint. A block of four
and two single copies showing the differ-
ences on the Aden stamp were sold in the
T D Barber sale at Christie’s in 1990.
Another with very clear doubling showing
on 3 marginal copy from the left of the
sheet was in the Wilson Wong collection.

The albino surcharge on the 2s./2r. (44a)
is equally well-known and expensive, but is
certainly not obvious. Two examples were
sold at the Barber sale. In the eighth
edition of the Commonwealth Catalogue for
1960-61 the 2s./2r. with ‘surcharge omitted’
was listed. It was priced at £12 mint. A
footnote explained that a printing was
specially made, to make up quantities
required for surcharging. One sheet (60
copies) was found in a wholesaler’s supply
(received direct from the Crown Agents) of
the surcharged stamps, where the surcharge
had been omitted in error. Fluorescent
aniline ink was used for the frames of the
stamps of this particular printing. Under a
quartz lamp the frames showed up as
fluorescent salmon-pink with greenish-
black centres, whereas the centres of all
other printings were varying shades of
blue-black. The footnote continues in the
1997 edition. It is most probable that the
60 stamps were sold with a written identi-
fication from the start, but over the years
one or two may have lost this important
tag and may be lurking unappreciated in
someone’s collection, or even a dealer’s
stock.
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At a more mundane level, GSM (May
1952) reported a minor defect in the
surcharge of the 30c¢/8a. released in
London on 18 March 1952, 'The figure '3’
in the surcharge failed 1o print clearly and
only the lower half was visible on R7/2.
(Sheet size 16 horizontal rows of five).

Aden Protectorate
States

Another helpful hint from early editions of

the Commonwealth Catalogue (continued in
the 1997 edition) concerns the inverted
overprint on the Kathiri State of Seiyun
1946 Victory 2%a. A small footnote stated:
‘One sheet was purchased from the Crown
Agents. Distributed unnoticed, a number
of copies have not been traced.” Yet an-
other chance to discover some undis-
covered treasure! It has to be said that a
block of four and a single were sold in the
Barber sale which reduces the odds. Part 1
notes that the same stamp is known with
surcharge double, but that the second
impression is almost coincident with the
first.

The second major variety from the
Protectorate States is the surcharge omitted
on the 1949 UPU Ir. on 1s. blue (SG 19a)
for the Qu'aiti State of Hadhramaut (issues
inscribed  ‘Shihr and Mukalla’). One
complete sheet was discovered by a hucky
dealer as part of normal stock bought from
the Crown Agents. It came to light three
months after the purchase. He showed it to
Stanley Gibbons, who purchased the
greater part of the sheet. The news was re-
leased officially to the press on 2 February
1950 and on the following day six of the
eight national morning newspapers men-

tioned the sensational find. A full page of

the March GSM was devoted to the dis-
covery and the stamp was promptly listed
in the catalogue. Both the Barber and Wong
collections contained copies, each with a
Stanley Gibbons guarantee handstamp on
the reverse, presumably all copies sold by
them at the time were given this identi-
fying mark.

The surcharged issues for both States
were released on 1 October 1951. Another
major variety affected the 20c./3a. for
Hadhramaut (Shihr and Mukalla) and is
described as ‘surcharge double, one albino’
(23a). Besides shade differences, listed by
Commonwealth, there are also some minor
defects in the surcharge noted in GSM
(November 1951). 5¢./1a. (both Protector-

ates)—A dot occurs in the lower curve of

the ‘C’ on R1/6 (Fig 11). 10c./2a. (both
Protectorates)—The ‘O’ and ‘C’ have
flattened tops on all stamps in the third
and eighth rows (Figs 12 and 13). From this
it can be deduced that the surcharge set-
ting consisted of 60 subjects made up from
an original vertical strip of five subjects,
repeated horizontally across a sheet (six
times at the top and six below). 20c./3a.
(Seiyun)—The ball of the figure ‘2’ has a
pointed top in rows two and seven. They
vary slightly in shape. (Figl4 shows the
normal and Figs 15 and 16 illustrate two
variations). This constant imperfection
across the sheet shows that the overprint-
ing unit was made up in the same way as

for the 10c. It is, of course, spaced differ-
ently as this is a horizontal stamp.
Hadhramaut (Shiln and Mukalla)—Same

seting, but a break in the third stroke off

the ‘N’ is repeated across the first and sixth
rows (Fig 17). 50c¢./8a. (Sciyun)—A small
dot appears after the lower serif of the ‘I
across the fourth and ninth rows (Fig 18). A
marginal copy, from the first vertical
column, exists with the small dot and the 5
and 0 joined together (Fig 19). On R2/3
the bottom of the ‘¢’ is malformed, while
the bottom of the ‘E’ is battered on RY/1
(Fig 20) and 10/2. Hadhramaut (Shihr and
Mukalla)—Same setting, malformed ‘C’ on
R2/3, but the bottom of the ‘E’ on RY/2
shows only a slight tilt upwards (Fig 21)
and the dot after the serif is absent. The ‘E’
is unblemished on R10/2, but the ‘C’ has a
small break (Fig 22). A similar break, but at
a lower position on the curve of the letter,
has been noted on single unpositioned
copies.

Part 52 (May 1999) will be devoted to Ceylon.

Readers wishing to know more about
the stamps of King George VI may
like to join the King George VI
Collectors’ Society. In 1999 meetings
will be held at the British Philatelic
Centre, 107 Charterhouse Street,
London on 24 April and 4 September
and at Swinpex (Swindon) on

12 June and Midpex (Coventry) on

3 July. Geosix is the quarterly
newsletter. An annual auction
coincides with the AGM on 24 April.
The subscription is £7 (UK and
surface rate overseas) and £10
(airmail rate overseas).

Further details from The Secretary,
KGVICS, 98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.

Antigua
A rarity
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Universal Postal Union issue for the
Qu’aiti State of Hadhramaut with 1r.
surcharge omitted

Inverted overprint on the Kathiri State of
Seiyun 2%a. Victory stamp

The 1s. value of the Antigua definitive
issue is known with the frame printed
double, one albino—56 copies are still
to be found
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When seeking the most unusual, it is always worth looking closely at Antigua Is.
values, just in case an undiscovered copy of SG 105ab with the frame printed double,
once albino, suddenly appears. An unmounted mint copy with the sheet margin at
the top was sold in the Barber sale. It was noted in the auction catalogue that the
albino impression was displaced by approximately 2%mm upwards and to the left of
the printed impression. Three other mint copies were sold as a single lot, before.they
achieved catalogue status, in a Christie’s sale in Bournemouth some years ago. It has
to be said that the albino impressions were hard to see without a very good
magnifying-glass and good light. That leaves 56 copies to be traced and they are
most probably all mint.

Shades of the 1%d.

Many years ago the Commonwealth Stamp Co of Liverpool published their own
King George VI catalogue, it continues today under the banner of Murray Payne. In
the eighth edition (1960-61) a note from the original owners drew attention, inside
the book cover, to the listing of the 1%d. as an example of correct and accurate
listing. It pointed out that there were three shades—chocolate-brown, lake-brown (7
July 1949) and red-brown (23 January 1950). The third was quite a common stamp,
yet, as it differed considerably in colour from the original printing, it was often
palmed off as the scarce second shade. But users of the catalogue would not be
fooled, as a footnote-mentioned the somewhat purple tinge in the colour of the
scarce lake-brown, which was lacking in the red-brown stamp. Murray Payne
recommend that the best area to observe this is the central hill. Part 1 lists the first
two shades (100 and 100b), but adds another in between—'dull reddish-brown
(12.43) (100a).
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