King George VI Varieties -

Part 49—Burma

Richard Lockyer, ose reviews flaws and varieties—and much else
besides—on the definitive issues of Burma

A few words of explanation
The footnote at the end of Part 48 stated
that the remaining countries still to be in-
cluded in this series would be divided into
groups, as the number of varieties for each
one could not justify inclusion on a single
country basis. That was the intention, but
in the event it quickly became evident that
there was more to Burma than appeared at
first glance ...

Introduction

The 1938, 1945, 1946 and 1947 definitive
issues for Burma will be considered. They
were printed by offset-lithography, at the
Government Security Press, Nasik, India.
Shades abound throughout and on some
values vary markedly across a sheet. This
makes the allocation of printings exceed-
ingly difficult, if not impossible.

The la. value from the 1938 release was
also printed by typography and marginal
copies can be picked out as a jubilee line
appears in the margin. Major C A Pogson,
MC, (Stamp Collecting, 9 March 1946) also

noted that the rectangular frame lines of

the typographed la. were appreciably
thicker than the offset version and sug-
gested that this, rather than measurement,
was the simplest way to differentiate be-
tween the two stamps. Dr J Pilcher (Stamp
Collecting 12 July 1979) added that the
typographed stamp was slightly larger and
of a less clean appearance.

The basic set of designs used for the
1938 set (SG 18a/33), all including the like-
ness of King George VI, continued throug-
hout the period. Complete sheets of all the
values were overprinted ‘MILY ADMN’ by
offset-lithography for the British Military
Administration, during February 1945 (35/
50). The work was done at Allahabad under
the direction of the Postal Directorate of
the Civil Affairs Service (Burma) Account-
ant, also based there. These overprinted
stamps came into use soon afterwards, but
the exact date has not been established with
complete certainty. A change of colours
was released on 1 January 1946 for the
British Civil Administration (51/63). They
were overprinted and issued on 1 October
1947 to mark the formation of the Interim
Burmese Government (68/82). Robson
Lowe noted in his Encyclopaedia that the
new colours used for the 1946 set distin-
guished them from the pre-war stocks
looted by the Japanese. The first, third and
fourth sets were overprinted ‘SERVICE’,
with the exception of the 3a. and 3%a.

Sheet format :

It is most necessary to heed the size of
sheets when searching for varieties. Those
with the small King’s head design (1p. to 2a.
and 4a.) consisted of 320 stamps—20 hori-
zontal rows of 16. In contrast, sheets with
the large horizontal format (2%a., 3a., 3%a.
and 8a.) were printed with 16 horizontal

rows of eight stamps making a total of
128. The 1r, 2r, 5r. and 10r. were more
conventional—12 rows of ten. Marginal
markings are reasonably straightforward.
For example, on sheets with the large hori-
zontal format, the top and bottom margins
show a cross above and below the fourth
and fifth vertical columns and a pair of
offset triangles or arrows to mark the gutter
between these columns. Similar shaped
pairs show in both side margins between
the fourth and fifth, eighth and ninth and
the 12th and 13th horizontal rows.

Plate varieties

6p. ‘A thick line of colour projecting diag-
onally upwards from the centre medallion
of the King’s chain of office’ was reported
by P Kearney in 1965. It was noticed on the
1938, 1945 and 1946 issues, but the sheet
position was not known.

9p. Pilcher noted that double impressions
of the 9p. were discovered as long ago
as 1945 when Gerald Davies purchased
stamps at the Rangoon GPO. Pilcher

"believed they resulted from kiss-printing.

The affected stamps were the right half of
the eighth, the whole of the ninth and
tenth and left half of the eleventh vertical
columns from top to bottom of the sheet.
Only early printings of the ‘MILY ADMN’
issue, in a yellowish shade of yellow-green,
seem to have been affected and it was
believed that corrective action was quickly
taken. W T Waugh (Stamp Collecting, 17
August 1951) also described this variety
and deduced from a large block that, at
least two vertical columns were doubled.
The Commonwealth Catalogue lists the ‘basic
stamp doubly printed’ as CW 20a. The
topic of double impressions, when printing
by offset-lithography, comes up again
when the 8a. value is considered.

1%a. “The Broken Leaf’ variety occurred in
the design on the left side where a 1% mm
gap formed alongside the tails of the
dragon. Pilcher was unable to position it
and stated that the damage had only been
reported on the 1938 release and con-
sidered that as it was so noticeable it would
have been repaired quickly. He also men-
tioned a very marked double impression
on a block of the 1%a. from the 1947 issue.
He considered it was probably a kiss-print.
However, like the 9p. mentioned in the
previous paragraph the double impression
could well have been the result of the
printing malfunction that affected the 8a.
2%a. The well-known and listed variety
at R15/3, called ‘Birds Above Trees’ can
be found on issues from 1938 to 1947
(CW 10a, 24a, 39a, 54a and S1b). It was
reported by Waugh in 1951. A recent
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advertisement featured a bottom marginal

block of four carrying the variety from the
overprinted ‘SERVICE' issue of 1 April
1939 (CW 7). It is safe to assume that the
1946 Civil Administration value over-
printed SERVICE also has the variety.
Indeed the Commonwealth Catalogue lists
‘Birds Above Trees’ in their list of the set,
but it is allocated to the 8a. (CW 022). This
is presumably a misprint and the entry
should have been against the 2a.6p. (CW
020). In fairness, even though it is a
catalogued variety, it is easy to miss as the
birds are only a few flecks of colour in the
sky above the trees on the left side of the
stamp (Fig 1).

3a. ‘The Frame Break’ on R1/2 is a most
noticeable defect. It came to the attention
of Waugh, who reported four states, affect-
ing the 1945, 1946 and 1947 issues. He
noted that on the 1945 issue a distinctive
one millimetre break occurred in the
upper frame of the value tablet below the
‘R" of ‘BURMA TEAK’ (Fig 2). (This is an
optimistic judgement as the break meas-
ures three fifths of a millimetre.) The
second state was a crude retouch (Fig 3).
The illustration is based on a very small
drawing of the second state provided by
Waugh. The+1946 issue showed the third
state, a neat retouch (Fig 4). However, on
the 1947 issue the break reappeared to
give the fourth state (Fig 5). There is a very
slight difference between the breaks in the
first and fourth states, which the illus-
trations show. Pilcher later confirmed that
the break originally occurred on the 1938
stamp. One feature that has escaped
written comment in the past is the exist-
ence of a slight swelling on the dark border
below the break. It exists on the 1945 issue,
has almost disappeared on the 1946
retouch only to reappear on the 1947
release. The drawing by Waugh of the
second state showed a pronounced dip in
the dark border in place of the swelling or
hump.

Pogson described another distinctive
variety on the 3a.—a coloured line (or
series of strong dots) passing through ‘MA
PO’ of ‘BURMA POSTAGE’ on the 1945
issue at R16/2 (Fig 6), 16/5 (Fig 7) and 16/8.
The author does not have a copy of the ,
last, but Pogson said that the line crossed
the lower part of the letters. The line is
easy to spot, even on single copies.
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3%a. There are several attractive varieties.
‘The Extra Trees’ on R 11/8 is now listed
and illustrated in ‘Part I'. The variety oc-
curred on the 1938 issue through to 1947
(27a, 44a, 57ba, and 76a). It has been listed
in the Commonwealth Catalogue for very many
years (CW 10b, 26e, 41c and 56d). The ac-
companying illustration shows a pair from
the 1938 release with the flaw on the right-
hand stamp. In his article Pilcher agreed

“that it was probably present on the 1938

issue and early printing of the 1945 stamp,
but stated that later 1945 printings (in a
much lighter, duller blue) showed the
variety neatly retouched. In addition, he
added that the retouch existed on the 1947
issue and, was therefore, presumably on
the 1946 issue. The author is unable to
comment on the confliction between his
findings and the two catalogues, other
than to confirm the existence of the variety
on the 1938 and 1945 issues.

‘The Tick Bird’, a blob of colour on the
rump of the nearer bullock was described by
Pilcher and allocated to R9/5 from the 1938
issue (Fig 8). It is listed in Commonwealth on
the 1945, 1946 and 1947 issues as well.

‘The Curved Plough Handle’ is another
very easily seen variety. Pilcher believed
that it only occurred on the 1946 issue and
noted that V A Rowe had reported that it.
had been retouched on later printings of
that release. He was unable to position it
exactly, but considered R4/4 or 8/4 were
likely candidates with R4/4 the favourite.
The accompanying photograph shows the
variety very clearly on SG 57b.

R1/2 from the 1945 issue has some addi-
tional shading by the left straight leg of the
man (Fig 9). The shape of the small mark
closely resembles the Island of Cyprus, com-
plete with the ‘Panhandle’ to the north-east.
Waugh stated that this was neatly corrected
on the Interim Government issue leaving
three very small dots (Fig 10), but was unable
to comment on the 1938 and 1946 issues.

A large blue spot just above the head of
the peacock occurs on some sheets of the
1945 issue at R12/1 (Fig 1I). It can be
masked by the ‘M’ of ‘MILY".

Commonwealth states that, for the 1945
issue, the centre plate became so worn that
the inscription ‘BURMA RICE’ was virtually
omitted (CW 26¢). Additional catalogue
entries for the 1945 and 1946 issues are for
doubling of the vignette (CW 26b and 41a).
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8a. ‘The Torn Sail’ has been described as a
white blob at the base of the middle sail. It
has been seen on the 1938 issue with a
crude retouch on the 1945 release. The
position is not known.

“The Doubled Design’. In 1951 Waugh
reported a very interesting vertical shift or
doubling that affected the fourth stamp of
every row on some printings of the 8a.
overprinted ‘MILY ADMN’. He described
it as quite a desirable item, when it was
found. ] W Alexander (Stamp Collecting 12
October 1956) reported ‘that all the lines
in the sails are doubled, thus giving to the
stamp a very heavy and dark shade.’

The author possess two very large posi-
tional blocks—the top four rows and the
bottom eight rows—both with the third,
fourth, and fifth stamps. The doubling is
very clear on the fourth stamp in every
row, particularly in the sail. Close examina-
tion reveals that the doubling extends
from the left frame right across to the
ornament on the left side of the medallion
surrounding the head of the King. In addi-
tion, the right side of all the third stamps
show very clear doubling of the design.
Both blocks are overprinted ‘MILY ADMN’
and are different shades, not that this is
significant bearing in mind earlier remarks
on the plethora of shades that exist. The
near-by photograph of the smaller block
shows the darkened shades in the middle
column caused by the double impression.

. ‘The Doubled Design’;
- affecting the fourth .
_column of stampson .
. some printings of the 8a.
- MILY ADMN, Is most

“clearly seen in the lines of
hading In the boat's salls -

This is the most easily recognisable feature,
although with .care the darkened head of
the King in the left-hand column is also
discernible without the use of a glass.

The technical explanation for the doub-
ling can be found in the pages of a book
entitled Fundamentals of Philately, by L N
and M Williams, a volume that should
reside on the bookshelf of every collector.
Suffice it to say that when printing by
offset-lithography it is most important for
the printer to ensure that correct pressures
and tensions are maintained between the
plate, blanket and impression cylinders.
Maladjustment could cause double impres-
sions. These would continue to be produced
until the printer spotted the imperfection
and carried out remedial adjustments. The
Williams brothers classified such double
impressions as ‘philatelically outstanding
among varieties caused by maladjustment
of the blanket and pressure (cylinders)'. It
seems likely that the double impressions
on the 9p. and 1%a. referred to in'previous
paragraphs were caused in the same way.

It is worth noting that Waugh did ex-
amine a part-sheet of the ‘MILY ADMN’
8a. with a double overprint; one was
normal and the other apart from being
higher on the stamp was very light and
nearly non-existent in some places.

Ir. Kiss prints have been reported in the
past. However, a recent advertisement de-
scribed a block of four of SG 024 with a

superb double impression of the blue af-
fecting all four stamps ia the vertical
plane. Perhaps this is yet another of the
difficulties faced when printing by offset-
lithography.

or. A small white dot appeared under the
‘U’ of ‘BURMA’ on some sheets from the
1945 issue (Fig 12). It can be found on
sheets with damage to the interior of the
right-hand arrow in the margin by R1/6
(Fig 13).

Overprint varieties

The 1940 Centenary Issue. Robson Lowe
mentioned a double overprint, but accom-
panied the entry with four question marks!
For many years the Commonwealth Catalogue
also listed a double overprint. However,
the entry was dropped for the 1997 edi-
tion. Its place was taken by ‘The Broken
Bar’ where the top bar obliterating the
“TWO' of ‘TWO ANNAS' is broken (CW
Sla). It is illustrated in the catalogue the
position is believed to be R16/7.

The 1945 Issue. The overprint omitted in
a pair of the 1p. value with the normal
overprint (352) speaks for itself as refer-
ence to the price in ‘Part I’ will quickly
show. A double overprint is also listed in
Commonuwealth on the 1p. (CW 17a). Partial
doubling does occur on the last stamps of
rows 11 to 20, where fragments of letters
show to the right, and separate, from the
overprint. The right upper serif of ‘N’ of
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‘ADMN’ is missing on R16/16 (Fig 14) and
the top of the ‘I’ in ‘MILY’ is also missing
on R19/2 (Fig 15). The 3a. provides some
very interesting variations. Black ‘shadows’
of the letters forming the overprint can be
found either to the right or the left. They
vary in intensity and the most intense

- could be classified as a type of double over-

print, but they are not separated from the
proper overprint. Whatever the cause they
give the overprint a heavy and ragged ap-
pearance. They are not restricted to mar-
ginal areas, but have a constancy over large
multiples in the possession of the author.
Readers wishing to follow up this line of
study are referred to a lengthy article by
Major Pogson in Stamp Collecting (9 March
1946). The topic fascinated him. For the
record Commonwealth does list a double
overprint on the 3a. Another item of inter-
est affecting this value occurs on R2/1,
where a string of black dots trails in a
south-easterly direction from the right side
of the letter ‘M’ of ADMN’ (Fig 16). There
are also a few examples of damage to
letters on the 3a. The left serif of ‘Y’ is
missing on R14/3 (Fig 17) and the foot of
the first upstroke of ‘N’ is faulty on R16/5
(Fig 18). Commonwealth lists a double
overprint on the 3a.6p. (CW 26a). In
addition, the overprint on this value has
one very noticeable characteristic. On
R12/1, a black line stretches from the left
foot of the ‘M’ of ‘MILY’ across into R12/1

(Fig 19). An instance of temporary pollu-
tion can be found on R4/4 where a black
spot ‘of varying size effects the ‘A’ of
‘POSTAGE’ (Fig 20). ‘

The 1947 Issue. Every value up to, and
including, the Ir. has two or more errors
affecting the Burmese characters for
‘INTERIM GOVERNMENT". They range
through inverted, doubled or shifted over-
prints and omitted, broken or misplaced
characters. The major examples are listed
in either the ‘Part I’ or Commonuwealth cata-
logues. It is worth noting the footnote in
the latter—°‘the majority of the overprint
errors on the market are forgeries, mostly
of poor quality. Use of a magnifying glass
to. examine the overprint is strongly
advised.’

A very low postal rate

In 1939 the fixed rate of exchange for the
India, Aden and Burma Rupee was 1s.6d.
(7% pence). In 1940 the London rate of
exchange for the Burma Rupee between 1

January and 21 October varied between

13.38 and 13.29 to the pound sterling.
One rupee equalled 16 annas or 64 pice or
192 pies. Therefore, in 1940 there were
aboyt 2560 pies to the pound. There were
thfee bronze coins in use, 1 pice (equal to
“%a.) the % pice or 1% pies (%a.) and 1 pie
(A=a. or % pice). At the time the smallest
coin in use in the United Kingdom was a
farthing and there were 960 to the pound.
It is fair to say that one pie was of very little
value.

Nevertheless, on 1 August 1940 a 1p.
stamp was issued and used for newspapers,
registered with the authorities, up to five
tolas in weight. In general terms this was 2
ounces. However, to be specific a tola was
three eighths of an ounce—the weight of
an Indian one rupee coin after 29 August
1837.

There must be the makings of a Trivial
Pursuit question in that piece of informa-
tion from the pen of Gerald Davies in early
1978! Commemorative postal wrappers
used on the first day of issue exist. On the
left side of the wrapper, within the large
design by N K D Naigamwalla, are the
words ‘The Cheapest Postal rate in the
British Empire Authorised by the Finance
Act Burma Act (viii) 1940’ and above them
gave a portrait of U Ba Hlaing, BA, MHR,
‘Introducer of 1 Pie Postage’, a copy of the
stamp, the flag of Burma and the message
‘BURMA ONE PIE ISSUE, FIRST DAY
COMMEMORATION IST AUGUST
1940." Two of these special wrappers were
included in a collection offered for sale by
Western Auctions on 6 June 1998, they
and any other similar wrappers are to be
prized.

1945 BMA release dates

The postal history of the British Military
Administration in Burma was admirably
covered by J W Alexander in Stamp
Collecting (12 and 26 October 1962). One
section dealt with the first day of issue of
the overprinted stamps. He explained that
BMA stamps were authorised, distributed
and administered by the Post Directorate
of Civil Affairs Service (Burma). The sheets
were overprinted in February 1945 in
Allahabad. They were then sent to CAS(B)

- Headquarters in Imphal in the state of

Manipur; at the beginning of April 1945,
for distribution to re-occupied territories
as needed.

Alexander acknowledged that stamps
were sold to dealers prior to their author-
ised use and suggested that unofficial ‘pre-
dated’ covers must exist. On the other
hand, he pointed out that a Postal Direct-
orate issued on 11 April 1945 included the
instruction that CAS(B) post offices were to
accept only fully paid unregistered articles
of letter mail for India and other parts of
Burma at which there were post offices. It
was also made clear that only postage
stamps with the words ‘MILY ADMN’ over-
printed on them were valid and recognised
in payment of postage. CAS(B) post offices
were doing business at Meiktila on 4 March
and at Akyab on 13 April. Civic post offices
in the Megwe and Aarakan Divisions were
also doing business at the time and using
BMA stamps. He therefore considered 4
March to be the first day of issue, but not
necessarily for all values. ‘Part I’ uses the
phrase, ‘from 16 June’ 1945, Commonwealth
cautiously gives June 1945 and Robson
Lowe lists 8 June for the 6p., 1a., 1’4a. and
2a., 1 August for the 3%a. and 24 July, later
amended to 27 July 1945 for the remain-
ing values.

The author has a complete set, all on
piece, each stamp with a c.d.s. for
Mandalay 10am on 8 June 45. This was a
Friday and the day the Head Office in
Mandalay opened. It was the first of 88
post offices to open between 8 June and 1
December. No more were opened until
after the civil administration had taken
over on 1 January 1946. However, as Alex-
ander pointed out, it was most unlikely
that Mandalay was the first office to use
BMA stamps as one quarter of Burma had
been re-occupied before its fall on 29
March 1945. On the other hand, it could
well have been the first occasion when
some stamp collectors in army uniform
had the chance to use a post office in
Burma! (Dauwalders of Salisbury could
still have some examples in stock.)

1945 BMA numbers issued

Robson Lowe gave details of numbers
issued of the BMA values in an amend-
ment to his volume III. They are:

1p., 3,744,00 3p., 2,391,000
6p., 2,804,000  9p., 813,000
la, 11,702,720  1%a., 3,957,440
2a., 1,348,000 2%a., 2,005,120
3a., 69,120 3%a., 379,648
4a., 463,616 8a., 730,624
Ir, 265,920 2r.,, 215,000
5r., 183,000 10r., 78,600

Part 50 in this series (GSM November 1998)
will examine the 1940 Bermuda %d. on 1d.
surcharge.

Some 360 collectors, in 18 countries,
interested in the stamps of KGVI era belong
to the King George VI Collectors’ Society.
Readers wishing to join them should write
to the secretary, KGVICS, 98 Albany, Manor
Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3EW, for further
details.
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