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Commemorative issues

The varieties on the 1937 Coronation,
1940-46 War Effort, 194244 Bantam War
Effort, 1945 Victory, 1947 Royal Visit, 1948
Silver Wedding, 1949 Natal Settlers and
1949 UPU issues have been described and
illustrated in earlier Parts in this series.
This was comparatively easy as stocks of
these sets are still available for study in
sheet form. This cannot be said for the
three commemorative issues released in
1938-39. However, they will now be con-
sidered and illustrations will be provided
where possible, otherwise a written de-
scription will have to suffice, based on
information drawn from the Handbook/
Catalogue published by the Philatelic
Federation of South Africa. Fortunately,
sheets of the 1949 Inauguration of the
Voortrekker Monument were made avail-
able to the author, thanks to the kindness
of J Sanders (Philatelists) Ltd of South-
ampton, thus descriptions and illustrations
follow. Equally, the 14 March 1952 set to
mark the Tercentenary of the Landing of
Van Riebeeck is cheap and available. In the
strictest sense it is a Queen Elizabeth II
issue, as King George VI died just a few
weeks before the stamps were released.
However, the planning, design work and
production occurred during the King’s
reign and it can be argued, therefore, that
the set acted as a philatelic bridge between
the two. As a compromise only the more
noticeable varieties from this set will be
considered.

The Voortrekker Centenary

Memorial Fund

The set was issued on 14 December 1938.
Sheet size was 20 horizontal rows of six.
Half the amount raised from the sale of
stamps, sold at double face value, went
towards the cost of building the Voor-
trekker Monument. Two varieties have

been reported on the %d. + %d. The first
on R5/1, where a line appears just above
VOORTREKKER and the second, on
R15/4, where the area under the C of
AFRICA attracted a white flaw. Another
white patch has been noticed, but not
positioned, between and just below F and
E of EEUFEES (Fig I). A couple of varieties
occurred on the 1%4d. + 1%d.—an extra
green mark in the background close to the
back of the figure of Retief on R4/6 (Fig 2)
and a brown spot on the hillside above the
village and in line with the A of AFRICA
on R 8/4 (Fig 3). Another large brown mark
has been seen on the far mountain side,
almost directly under the R of AFRICA.
This increases the number of flying birds
from the normal seven (Fig 4) to eight (Fig
5). Four white spots affected the 3d. + 3d.:
the first, on the vertical edge of the D of
SUID at R1/2, the second, on the face of
the monument at R5/3 (Fig 6), the third on
the top of the F of AFRICA at R14/6 and
the fourth on R6/1 at the top edge of the
circle surrounding the monument. -

Voortrekker Commemoration

The two values were issued on 14
December 1938. The sheet size was 20
rows of six stamps Four varieties occur on
the 1d. Frst, a line runs below IK of
AFRIKA on R2/5 (Fig 7). For the sake of
clarity the darkening effect of the red
frame has been omitted from the illustra-
tion. The letters and narrow frame under
them are, of course, white. The black line
is easy to see in practice. The second
variety is an example of a printing defect
occurring in just the right place as an extra
securing nut clearly shows on the wagon
wheel (Fig 8). It is listed in the Robson
Lowe encyclopaedia and described as
“Three nuts in felloe’. It is rated at three
times the normal price. The third blemish
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Huguenot Commemoration
Fund : :

is a black dot by the dying tree on the right
(Fig 9)- Although the exact location is not
known it does occur on a left marginal
copy bearing SUID-AFRIKA. Finally, again
unpositioned, but with SOUTH AFRICA,
another black dot occurs above the chain
in the top right corner (Fig 10). Only one
variety occurs on the 1%d. A tiny blue spot
stands out in the inner arc of the double
rainbow, just to the left of the right-hand
value tablet, on R13/6 (Fig 11).

Huguenot Commemoration
Fund

This issue was another example of fund-
raising, as although the stamps only had a
postal value of a %d., 1d. or 1%d., they cost
double this with the extra money going to
the Huguenot Commemoration Fund. The
set was issued on 17 July 1939 to mark the
950th Anniversary of the Landing of the
Huguenots in South Africa. Sheet size was
the usual 20 rows of six stamps and a
number of varieties have been noted. The
yd. + %d. has but one variety, a small break
in the top frame line above the U of
SOUTH on R1/1. The number increases to
wo for the 1d. + 1d. with a red dot
between AF of AFRIKA at R1/5 and a green
dot in the triangle in the sea on R14/1. The
number of varieties progresses to three for
the 1%d. + 1%d. The first is a purple dot in
each of the large figure I of the value on
R1/5. The second, a white mark attached to
the vertical of the R in AFRICA on R1/6.
The last, is a flaw at the edge of the slope of
the centre mountain on R20/1.

Inauguration
_ ofthe..
_ Voortrekker
_Monument

o RIKA - SOUTH ATRICA

Inauguration of the
Voortrekker Monument

This three value set, issued on 1 December
1949, marked the opening of the Voor-
trekker Monument in Pretoria on 16 De-
cember. Sheets were the usual size—20
rows of six. Cylinder 12 was used for the
1d. and shades ranged around the colour
of magenta chosen for Part 1. Cylinder 21
was used for the 1%4d. and a range of
shades also appeared on this value from
green to much darker shades verging on
blue-green and myrtle-green. The blue of
the 3d. value, printed from Cylinder 38,
seems to have stayed reasonably constant.

Varieties on the 1d. Some very small
dots appear in the top left corner of R2/5
(Fig 12). Further down the sheet at R5/3 a
flaw affects the F of AFRIKA and to a lesser
extent the A (Fig 13). A noticeable white
dot occurs inside the wagon on R7/1 (Fig
14). At R8/1, a white mark, resembling a
small extra cloud, shows below the top
frame, between the wagon and top branch
(Fig 15). The nicest variety on the 1d.
affects R16/5, where a large bird flies to the
left of the wagon (Fig 16).

Varieties on the 1}%d. There is a small,
but noticeable, green spot on the monu-
ment on R5/4 (Fig 17) and a tiny break in
the line under the F of AFRIKA on R1/4
(Fig 18).

Varieties on the 3d. Six occur on this
value: R1/2, a blue spot on the mountain
(Fig 19). R3/2, a white patch over SO of
SOUTH (Fig 20). R18/5, a blue spot in the
triangle of the design at the edge of the
bible (Fig 21). R19/1, a broken S of SUID
(Fig 22). R19/2, a white dot above K of
AFRIKA (Fig 23) and a small dot
over the mountain to the left of the
horserider (Fig 24). R19/6, two
blue dots over the mountain to the
right of the woman (Fig 25). R20/ 1,
a blue spot by the woman’s skirt
(Fig 26).

van Riebeeck

Tercentenary
The sheets consisted of the usual 120
stamps, but had a wide central gutter
splitting them into two panes of 60. The
two panes for the %d.., 2d. and ls. were
one above the other and each had ten rows
of six stamps. The panes of the 1d. and
4%d. values were side by side, each with six
rows of ten stamps. White and toned paper
was used, the latter is not to be despised or
confused with the effect of toning en-
countered on colonial stamps of the period
usually caused by climatic conditions and
the passage of time.
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Varieties on the %d. R9/6 (Lower Pane),
a break, or bend, in the bottom frame line
under F and R of AFRIKA (Fig 27). R10/5
(LP), white and a black mark on, and by
the O, forming part of the monogram of
the Dutch East India Company (Fig 26).
There are also brown smudge-like marks
between the stamps of the first vertical row
from R1/1 (Upper Pane) to R5/1 (LP). The
marks in the intervening wide gutter are
particularly noticeable.

Varieties on the 1d. R2/3 (Left Pane),
an easily seen dark mark between the A
and F of AFRICA, plus a small white dash
which gives the impression of a hyphen
between SOUTH and AFRICA (Fig 29).
R5/9 (LP), a small white blob, looking like
a mushroom on its side, projects inwards
from the edge of the left frame, in line with
the forehead (Fig 30). R6/6 (LP), the top of
the first A of Africa flies a white pennant
(Fig 31). Rang considered this deserved
mention in GSM (July 1952). R2/4 (Right
Pane), the forehead of Maria de la
Quellerie has a pronounced wrinkle or
semi-circular line (Fig 32). R2/10 (RP), a
small white spot between the R and I of
AFRIKA (Fig 33).

Varieties on the 2d. R6/3 (Upper Pane),
a full moon shines under the R of AFRIKA,
close to the sails of the ship on the right
(Fig 34). Rang also gave this flaw editorial
attention (GSM July 1952). R9/6 (UP), a
spot in the sky above the mountain, under
and to the left of the S of SUID (Fig 35). A
marginal copy will have 36 in the selvedge,
this cylinder number also appears by R9/6
(Lower Pane). R1/2 and 2/2 (LP), a strong
vertical line passes right through the right-
hand sails of the left ship (Fig 36) down
into R2/2, where it stops just short of the
right hand pennant on the left ship (Fig
37). R6/6 (LP), a star or planet gleams in
the sky under the A of AFRIKA, level with
the top spar of the right-hand ship.

Varieties on the 4%d. R1/7 (Left Pane),
a scar (or large dot) shows on Van
Riebeeck’s forehead above his right eye

(Fig 38). R4/10 (Right Pane), a clear white
spot appears on the shoulder above the
value (Fig 39). R5/10 (RP), Van Riebeeck’s
little finger has a signet ring, in the form of
a large dark circular mark (Fig 40).

Varieties on the 1s. R1/2, two varieties
on one stamp. First, about a dozen spots
show to the front of the man standing on
the right. They are not easy to pick out
against the dark background and have
been called ‘a swarm of bees’. Secondly,
and more obvious, is a blob of colour very
close to the muzzle of the gun held over
the shoulder of one of the group of men
on the left (Fig 41). This has been called
the ‘bird on the gun’. It is much easier to
illustrate, as well as spot, this flaw than the
‘swarm of bees’. R9/2 (Lower Pane), an
intriguing variety, the leg of the sitting
man does not cast the usual shadow. There
are, instead, seven small dark spots in the
area. It is easy to pick out (Fig 42) when
compared to the normal (Fig 43). R19/4
(LP), a very clear white spot shows to the
right of the leg of the man facing Van
Riebeeck (Fig 44).

The Overprinted Issue. To complete
the story, the 1d. and 2d. values were -
overprinted SATISE and SADIPU respect-
ively. They were issued on 26 March 1952
for sale at the International Stamp Exhibi-
tion Post Office in Cape Town. The same
varieties appear.

Part 49 (GSM August 1998) will begin an
examination of the KGVI stamps of countries
that, because of the small number of varieties
involved, have mot justified inclusion as an
individual part in this series.

Collectors interested in the KGVI era
may wish to join the King George VI
Collectors’ Society.

Further details can be obtained from:
The Secretary, KGVICS, 98 Albany,
Manor Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.
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