King George VI Varieties

Part 43 ‘Small Keyplates’

Richard Lockyer ose continues his study of the definitives of Mauritius
and the Leeward Islands—concentrating this month on the key plate

flaws

early 60 years have passed since the first King George VI small keyplates
were issued for Mauritius and the Leeward Islands. There were 193 printings
for the 23 values involved. After such a long time it would be very difficult, if not
impossible, to assemble a complete collection showing the multitude of varieties
to be found on these stamps, those stemming from the duty plates being particu-

larly numerous.

The major flaws on Key Plate 1, which
was only in use for a very short tume, and
those on Key plate 2, will be examined in
detail to show the complexities facing a
researcher. To do this for the host of indi-
vidual duty plates would require access to
a huge quantity of material, which even in
the days when the issues were in current
use would have presented a big challenge
to even the most enthusiastic and wealthy
collector. For example, at least a sheet
printed at the start and end of each of the
193 printings would have been needed.
Thus a listing of varieties in 1997 is of-
fered on the understanding that it is a
sample of what may be found by a dili-
gent ‘variety hunter’. It is a start for those
new to this area of philatelic study and for
aficionados of King George VI small key-
plates there may be some fresh varieties
to find. As a general rule, only those vari-
eties visible to the naked eye will be de-
scribed. On the other hand, there are
many, many more detectable with the use
of a strong magnifying glass.

Figa

Sheets consisted of 120 stamps with a
left and right pane of ten rows of six sep-
arated by a central gutter. Most of the de-
scriptions will include the plate number
and the location of a stamp. This will, at
least, give those interested in assémbling
a representative collection the opportun-
ity to allocate place defects to a position,
if not to determine the time they oc-
curred, or, if and when, they were re-
paired. When specific printing details are
given, the information will have come
from official records.

Comment about shades and release
dates will be based usually on opinions
expressed by others who had the oppor-
tunity to view material when it was fresh
and unaffected by the passage of time.
Philatelists such as K A Baker, H Moreton
Black, Mike Boyle, Philip Halward,
Jerrold M Holmes, John Hubard, Peter
Ibbotson, W M Royale, ] W B Ruffle and
F R Saunders have all recorded their find-
ings. Any study of the two issues written
late in the 20th century cannot be com-
plete without an expression of grateful
recognition for their research. In particu-
lar, homage must be paid to Moreton
Black whose pioneering work concerning
plate varieties on the Leeward Islands
issue was published in Stamp Collecting (18
May 1951) and to the late Philip Halward
whose detailed research, on the same
topic, was published in Stamp Lover in
1975. Many collectors, especially in the
United States, will already know of the
numbering system used by Halward to list
the major varieties.

Key Plate 1 varieties

Key Plate 1 (KP1) was first issued on 23
November 1937 to print the Mauritius
values (Req 5653), with the exception of
the 3c. The order of printing was 12c.,
20c., 2r.50, 5c., 1Ir., 5r., 101, 25c¢., 4c., 2c.
and 10c. KP1 was returned on 5 January
1938. On 15 June it was issued again to
satisfy Req 6007/1 for a supply of the 3c.
value, which was now needed as this was
the postal rate for internal postcards. It
was returned on 24 June, Unfortunately,
the Plate Issue Register does not show
when the plate was issued or returned for
the first Leeward Islands printing (Req
894/1). However, the first Duty Plate (for

the %d.) was issued on 22 August and it is
reasonable to assume KP1 was issued just
prior to this. The printing order was %d.
to 1s. in sequence, followed by the 5s., 2s.,
and %d. The Duty Plate for the /d. was is-
sued on 30 September and returned on 3
October., On 3 October KP1 was issued
again for the first reprint of some Mauri-
tius values (Req 6107/1) and was, in fact,
used for the 2c., 5c., 4c. and a portion of
an order for the 10c. before it was with- -
drawn on 11 October.

KP1 was not used again for Mauritius.
However, during the period 20 to 30 Au-
gust 1943 it did come back into use to
print sheets of the Leeward Islands %d.
for 12 reels of coil stamps and 96 sheets of
the 1d., again for coils. Duty Plate Die B
was used for the 1d. and the combination
with KP1 is accordingly very scarce. In
their book Potter and Shelton listed a
second print of the 2%d. (in duller blue)
from KP1 and suggested it was a colonial
release during 1939/40. There is no trace
of a corresponding printing in the official
records. It is possible, however, that they
were led astray by a news item in GSM
(November 1942) that referred to ‘latest
supplies’ of 13 values. Five of these, in-
cluding the 2%d., had been printed from
KP1 and had yellow gum. It seems highly
probable that they originated from old
stock, with the duller blue attracting the
attention of Potter and Shelton, to lead to
a mistaken entry in their book.

Seven examples of damage have been
found on stamps printed from KPI. Five
occurred on the stamps of both colonies,
the sixth on the Leeward values and the
seventh, most probably, just on the Mauri-
tius 3c. A prominent defect occurred at
R2/1, left pane, where the outer left
upper frame line slopes inward towards
the right (Fig I). It is very easy to pick out. -
Possibly because of this, the defect on
R1/1, where the same upper left frame
line leans slightly outwards, seems to have
escaped comment (Fig 2). Both can be
found on al values from both colonies. A
tiny white lozenge-shaped mark appears
in the thick lower frame line, just to the
left of the value tablet on R2/2 LP. It
stands out because of the dark back-
ground and is present on all values from
both colonies, including the 3c. (Fig 3).

Further down the left pane at R9/3
there is evidence of damage to the frame
surrounding the name and to the inside
of the left hand frame lines (Fig 4). This
has been seen, or reported, on the 2c.,
3c., 4c., 5c., 20c. and 25c¢. from Mauritius
as well as the %d., %d., 1d., 2%4d., 6d. and
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Is. from Leeward Islands. The 20c. was
the second value to the printed and the
“d. was the last value to be printed for the
Leeward series. Therefore, there seems
no reason why the variety should not ap-
pear on all values printed from the two
colonies” from KP1. An example on the
12¢., the very first value to be printed
would help to resolve when the damage
occurred.

Halward reported a dent to the right
side just below the ‘E’ of ‘REVENUE’ on
copies of the Leeward Islands 2%d. and
5s. from R7/5, right pane (Fig 5). It has al-
ready been noted that the 3d., 6d., 1s.,
5s., 2s. and finally the %d. followed the
printing of the 2%d.. The 5s. suffered
damage, thus it is reasonable to propose
that the 3d., 6d., and Is. were affected, to-
gether with the possibility that the %d. to
2d., printed before the 2/%d., and the 2s.
and %d. also show the dent. It has not
been reported on any of the Mauritius
values, but could have affected, at least,
the four values from Req 6107/1. An ad-
ditional piece of scrollwork in the lower
left corner of R6/1 from the right pane
has been seen on the %d., 14d., 1s. and
5c. (Fig 6).

The Nairoc Variety

It has already been mentioned that the
3c. value for Mauritius was not included
in the original requisition, but was even-
tually required for postal use. KP1 was,
therefore, issued with the Duty Plate for
the 3c. on 15 June 1938, the latter was re-
turned on 21 June but the Key Plate was
not returned for another three days. This
nine day period could have been needed
to carry out minor repair work. However,
distinctive damage to the plate affected
R7/6 from the right pane. It was first re-
ported by Sir Edourad Nairoc in GSM in
March 1941. It appears that part of the
plate forming the upper left vertical outer
frame line suffered damage in the form of
a depression. This produced a white
patch where the damaged arga did not
touch the paper, thus creating two very
faint purple lines instead of one thick
one. The flaw can be found in different
states (front cover and Figs 7 and 8). It has
not been reported on any Leeward

stamps printed between 22 August and 3
October, nor the four Mauritius values
printed from KP1, that immediately fol-
lowed as part of Req 6107/1. Therefore,
so far as it is known, it is the only major
flaw on KP1 that is unique to one value.

Key Plate 2

It was mentioned in Part 42 (GSM No-
vember 1996) that Key Plate usage for the
Leeward Islands issues, unlike that for
Mauritius, did not follow a logical pattern
after the initial, and only, printing of all
values from KPI. All was normal at the
start. In March 1939 KP2 was used to
print an order for the %4d. (Req 917/1),
followed by 25 rolls of 480 1d. stamps
despatched on 13 July 1940 (Req 948/1).
After that KP3 was used for the %d., %d.,
1d. and 2d. in early July 1941 (Req 953/1)
and then to print all values except the 5s.
from December 1941 to 10 February
1942. KP2 then came back into use and
with it a most distinctive variety which
had already affected earlier printings of
Mauritius.

The ‘Serrated Edge’

The complexities involved in trying to de-
termine when plate damage occurred and
when it was repaired are exemplified by a
variety called ‘The Serrated Edge’ or
“Tooth Flaw’, names aptly describing the
prominent nicks in the left outer frame of
R10/5, right pane on stamps from both
colonies. The appearance of the damage
varies, Figs 9 and 10 show examples, but
the basic characteristics remain the same.

It is most unlikely that the new KP2 suf-
fered damage to R10/5 prior to, or dur-
ing, the printing of the Leeward Islands
%d. and 1d. in 1939 and 1940. However,
the damage certainly affected the Mauri-
tius 2¢. (SG 252a), which was part of Req
6765/2. This was the third time the plate
came into use. the order originally in-
cluded the 25c. and 1r, but they were
cancelled, leaving four values, 2c., 5c.,
10c. and 12c. KP2 was issued on 18 July
1941 and returned on 15 August. The
printing was undertaken by Bradbury,
Wilkinson and Co Ltd.

The change of security printer was
most probably because De La Rue was
still experiencing production difficulties
caused bysextensive war damage to their
Crown, George and Star factories in Lon-
don on 28 and 29 December 1940. It
seems likely that the letterpress process
may have presented problems for the
Bradbury, Wilkinson staff as it took ten
days to print 5000 sheets of 2c., in two
obvious shades of grey and fifteen days to
produce 6250 sheets of 5¢. The balance of
the order for the 10c. (6750 sheets) and
12¢. (1000 sheets) was completed in a fur-
ther five days. The order was despatched
between 24 September and 14 November
1941 and is well kiiown as the four stamps
were perforated 15x14. Besides this un-
usual perforation and the rough-surfaced
thicker paper, which resulted in poorer
printing and duller shades, there is an-
other notable characteristic. This can es-
cape notice. It affects the gummed side,
where the impressions from the duty
plate, the key plate plug ‘2’ and even the

sheet numbers frequently give the im-
pression of being embossed, albeit re-
versed. This is readily detectable to the
eye and finger tip, the cause probably
stems from the type of paper used. The
number of sheets printed explains why
the four stamps are highly priced in the
catalogues, particularly the 12c.

A war puzzle

The existence of the 5c., 10c. and 19c.
perforated 15x14 was first reported in
GSM in November 1944 when single
copies were shown to the editor by P S
Walker. Caution was the watchword for
the editor. He wrote, ‘They have the ap-
pearance of being genuine’ and went on
to comment that they, and four Hong
Kong values with the same perforation,
could have been the result of other firms
helping De La Rue after they had suf-
fered bomb damage to their works. Har-
rison and Sons were tipped as a likely
source. In December GSM reported the
existence of the 2c. It was not until April
1945 that Stanley Gibbons obtained ‘a
small supply of the 1c., 5c., 10c. and 12c.
with the mysterious 15x14 perf, the 2c.
was not obtainable.” Further comment
disclosed that examination of the sheets
strengthened the inference that they, like
the Hong Kong stamps, were printed in
1941 under emergency conditions, which
had produced many other perforation
varieties with a short life. In November a
very small quantity of ‘the rare 2c. perf
1514’ reached them. The suggestion
that Harrison and Sons were involved was
reasonable, as they did print the Hong
Kong 4c. but the other seven values were
the work of Bradbury, Wilkinson.

By the autumn of 1941 normality must
have returned. KP2 was then used, as
usual by De La Rue, to print the 25¢. and
Ir. (Req 6765/1) on 30 September. It next
came into use for the 1d., 2d., 1s. and 6d.
values printed for the Leeward Islands in
June 1942 (Req 963/1) and then for the
1d., 2d., 2%d., 6d., 1s., 8d., %d. and ¥%d. in
September (Req 965). Between Novem-
ber 1942 and March 1943 KP2 was used
to satisfy Req 7025/1 for all the Mauritius
values. The 10c., the first value to be
printed on 10 November, the 20c. printed
on 8/9 December and the 2c. between 5
and 10 March 1943 all show a very dis-
tinctive state of the ‘Serrated Edge’. Be-
tween 29 June and 18 August 1943 KP2
was in use for all the Leeward values (Req
976/1). This included the 1%d., 2s. and 5s.
This was the first time these values had
been printed from that plate. This was
significant, as will be seen later. The order
of printing was 4d., to 1%d., 3d., 24d.,
2d,, 6d., 2s., 5s. and 1s. KP2 was reissued
on 20 August and returned on 30 August
having been used to print additional rolls
of the %d. and 1d. values. In early 1944
KP2 was issued on 1 February and re-
turned on 3 March to satisfy Req 7153/1
for the 25c., 1r.~10c., 12c., 5¢. and 2c.
The plate was in use again in March for
all Leeward values (Req 984/1), with the
%d. Duty Plate issued on 3 March. Once
again the ls. was the last value to be
printed and a 1s. Duty Plate 2, used for
the first time, was returned on 12 April

50

G.S.M. February 1997



1944. The 2d. was also printed for the
first time from another Duty Plate 2. Be-
tween 27 and 29 June KP2 was in use for
the 10r. (Req 7308/2) and on 18 July for
the 1d. (Req 1006/1). This was the last
occasion that KP2 was.used for the Lee-
ward Islands. It continued in use for five
further printings of assorted values for
Mauritius during 1944-5. It was returned
by De La Rue to the Crown Agents, for
the final time on 13 July 1945. KP3 was
used for the first time to print the 5r. be-
tween 8 and 18 October 1945. KP3 came
back into use for Leeward Islands for the
1d. in June 1946.

* Halward was firm in his belief that only
nine values for the Leeward Islands car-
ried the ‘Serrated Edge’. When describ-
ing ‘Plate Flaws on the Leeward Islands
1938-51" in The Stamp Lover (January—
March 1975) he wrote, ‘An unusual situa-
tion is created by this flaw, since it is only
present on the %d., %d., 1d., 14d., 2d,,
9%d., 3d., 6d. and Is. (SG 10la). The
exact duration of the flaw is not known,
but it is of assistance to note that it is pre-
sent on both the November 1942 and the
May 1944 printing of the 2%d.” At the
time SG 101a was described as ‘grey and
black on emerald (42)’, the current SG
110ba. Halward was also referring to re-
lease dates of values, rather than the ac-
tual printing dates derived from official
records. It has been pointed out that Req
976/1, printed between June and August
1942, was significant as it contained the
1%d., 2s. and 5s., printed for the first time
from KP2. From this it follows that only
part of the 1943 printing was affected, up
to but not including, the 2s., 5s. and 1s. In
which case it is most unlikely that any of
the values from the 1944 printing for
Leeward Islands had the flaw. It therefore
appears that he was mistaken when he
stated that the flaw was present on both
the November 1942 and the May 1944
printings of the 2%d., or to be more ac-
curate, releases during those months. On
the other hand, an example of the flaw on
the 5s. could demolish the deduction of-
fered. Until this happens it does appear
that the ‘Serrated Edge’ only affected
Mauritius/Leeward printings between 18
July 1941 and 15 July 1943 when the 1%d.
was printed. It could have occurred on
the 3d., 2%d., 2d. and 6d. that followed
from then until the 13 August, but if Hal-
ward’s evidence is accepted then repairs
to the Key Plate were definitely under-
taken before it was used for the 2s., 5s.
and this particular printing of the 1s. The
repair to the outer left frame, in the
shape of tiny cracks, can be detected on
some later printings, particularly those
for Mauritius (Fig 11). A good glass is
needed and it has to be said that inking
can successfully obliterate the evidence.
However, the existence of a lower right
plate block of four of the 6d. from KP2
with only a single crack in the left outer
frame, just above the E of POSTAGE is
most relevant. it could only have come
from either Req 976/1 or from Req 984/1
as remaining printings came from KP3.
This is further strong support for the sug-
gestion that stamps printed to satisfy Req
984/1 did not show the ‘Serrated Edge’.

The ‘Strengthened Rosette’

A most delightful KP2 variety affected
RY/3, left pane, Fig 12 illustrates a normal
shaped rosette that is located in the four
corners of the design surrounding the
head of the King. However, the upper left
rosette is far more prominent than usual
on some sheets (Fig 13). It has been seen
on the 1d., 14d., 2%d., 2c. and 5c. (both
perf 14) A possible cause was the acciden-
tal removal of the rosette from the key
plate and its replacement by another,
which did not match exactly. Another the-
ory will be examined later.

The ‘Wavy Frame’

The line forming the rectangular box sur-
rounding the name of the colony suffered
light damage in a number of places at dif-
ferent times. The ‘Wavy Frame’ on the
lower frame line affected R9/5, left pane
on KP2. It shows under the ‘A" of ‘'MAU-
RITIUS’ and under and between the sec-
ond ‘E’ and ‘W’ of ‘LEEWARD’ (Fig 14). It
appears to have first occurred on the 2c.
perf 15x14 printed by Bradbury, Wilkin-
son and has also been seen on the 2c.
(perf 14), 3c., 4c!, 10c., %d., 6d. and 5s.
The following clues may help any collec-
tor interested in trying to work out what
happened when, on the lines already used
to determine the probable history of “The
Serrated Edge’. First, a large multiple of
the %d. with the flaw at R9/5. but without
the ‘Strengthened Rosette’ at R9/3. Sec-
ondly, a sheet of the 2c. (perf 14) with
both. Thirdly, a sheet of the 2%d. with the
‘Strengthened Rosette’ and signs of a re-
paired ‘Wavy Line’. Finally, another large
multiple of the 1d. with the ‘Strengthened
Rosette’, but not the “Wavy Line’.

The ‘Broken Frame’

Very severe damage to KP2 affected
RY9/3, left pane. So far as is known only
examples of the 20c. exist showing the
variety (SG258a). It was illustrated in
colour on the cover of the November
1996 edition of GSM. the large and most
distinctive gash through both the frame
lines below the ‘A of ‘MAURITIUS’ as
well as a break in the triangular shaped
frame containing a slightly damaged ros-
ette are obvious. Examples vary slightly
(Figs 15 and 16). Examination of the dam-
age and the bend in the frame lines above
the ‘A’ and ‘U’ suggests that a sharp object
struck the area of the lower frames
with some force and then touched the
two upper frame lines, bending, but not
breaking them. It is matter of pure
conjecture, but one is left to wonder if
perhaps the damage to the plate was
quickly seen and remedied by replacing
the entire cliche, which incorporated
the ‘Strengthened Rosette’ described
earlier.

The ‘Damaged Frame’

Although small in comparison to the
‘Broken Frame’, the break in the inner
frame line to the upper left of the ‘M’ on
R5/2 LP of the 3c. is worth noting (Fig
17). It was repaired and examples with
the repair have been seen from both
colonies (Fig 18).
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Figlo

Fig.21

The ‘Scratched Plate’

Some sheets of the 2c. perforated 14 show
evidence of a noticeable plate scratch.
This appears as an interrupted white line
on R8/3-4, left pane. The line runs in a
SW-NE direction from below the second
‘E’ of ‘REVENUE’ on R8/3, then across
the ‘V’ and first ‘E’ into R8/4 (Fig 19). On
R8/4 it clips the ‘E’ of ‘POSTAGE’, there
is also slight damage to nearby frame
lines (Fig 20). The scratch occurs with the
‘Strengthened Rosette’ and ‘Wavy Line’.

The ‘Broken Triangle’

A very small imperfection affected R8/4
RP on KP2 where there is a break in the
top frame of the triangular shaped box
containing the rosette on the right upper
side, a crack in the horizontal frame im-
mediately above and a dent in the nearby
heavy frame line surrounding the King’s
head (Fig 21) It is mentioned as it oc-
curred on the Mauritius 2c. perf 15x14
and seems to have continued for a con-
siderable time, if not until the plate went
out of use. A recent report noted that
examples exist showing much more con-
siderable damage.

Part 44 (GSM May 1977) will consider
some of the more obvious duty plate varieties
on the Mauritius values and begin to describe
a selection of those on the Leeward Islands
series.

Collectors interested in the study of
the King George VI philatelic era may
like to join the King George VI
Collectors Society. The next meeting
of the society will be held at the
British Philatelic Centre, 107
Charterhouse Street, Lgndon on
Saturday 22 February 1997. Details
about membership can be obtained
from: The Secretary, KGVICS,

98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.
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