King George VI Varieties
Part 41—Tonga (Continued)

Richard Lockyer ose concludes his study of the printings and varieties
and takes a look at colour changelings, dubious postmarks and the
dangers of collecting the mail on ‘The Tin Can Island’

A pause for reflection

Ten years have passed since Part 1 was
published (GSM August 1986). For those
readers new to the series varieties on King
George VI stamps from the following
countries have been featured: Ascension,
Bahamas, Barbados, Brunei, Dominica,
Falkland Islands Dependencies, Fiji,
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, Malta,
Newfoundland, New Zealand, St Kitts-
Nevis and South Africa. The 1937 Corona-
tion Issues for Nauru, New Guinea and
Papua and the 1946 (Crown Agents)
Victory Issue have also been described.
For the future, it is planned to include
Burma, Gibraltar, Leeward Islands, Mauri-
tius, Sierra Leone and South Africa
together with a miscellancous section. This
will include those countries with only a few
varieties to consider.

Return to Tonga

The 1s. Value. The last printing of the 1s.
with the Turtle watermark was in 1931.
There were four known releases with the
CA watermark, all from Vignette Plate 2
and the original unnumbered frame plate.
The first, in Scptember 1942 was line
perforated 14.2. The despatch of 540 sheets
left De La Rue on 19 September and 9
October (Req 794/1). A sccond despatch of
504 sheets, from the second printing,
followed on 18 December and 3 February
1943 (Req 799/1). It can only be presumed
that these were similar and used to boost
stocks as there is no record of a specific
release. A variation of shade is possible. A
small batch of 100 sheets was despatched on
7 February 1945 from stock held in London.
(Req 846/1) The third printing of 257
sheets was despatched on 5 July 1946
(Req 863/1) and released on 1 October.
The sheets were line perforated 14. The
fourth printing, sent out on 26 February
1947 consisted of 405 sheets, comb perfor-
ated 13.8 (Req 894/1). The stamps were
relecased on 23 April 1947. The final
printing left DLR on 9 November 1949
(Req 937/1). It consisted of 350 sheets and
the perforation reverted to 14.2 line. The
release date was 30 March 1949,

Frame Shades of the 1s. Unfortunately,
some years ago the Stanley Gibbons King
George VI major reference collection was
broken up. It was possible, for a short time,
to buy annotated plate blocks taken from
the collection, across the counter of the
Strand shop. They bore pencilled inscrip-
tions in the margin giving information such
as the release date. These comments were
then published in GSM. Such blocks are
items to be cherished. The relevant blocks

for the 1s. show slight variations of shade as
well as changes in perforation. Part I and
Robson Lowe use black and red-brown.
Commonucealth lists slate-black and chestnut
for 1942, slate-grey and chestnut for 1947
and grey-black and chestnut for 1949.
Shades are always difficult. Personal opin-
ion favours chestnut (1942), light brown
(1946), light chestnut (1947) and brown
(1949) for the frame colour.

Varieties on the Is. A major variety on
the 1897 1Is. value is the “No hyphen before
‘TAHA’ on R3/5 (SG 50a). It was corrected
and the inserted hyphen is very slightly
different from those on other stamps as it
appears to have a pale centre. Kettle
claimed that the variety occurred on R6/7,
where the hyphen before "TAHA” is almost
square shaped, rather than an oblong. This
cannot be so because blocks of SG 50 exist
with SG 504, cither in the centre of nine or
in an upper row. Nevertheless, his sharp
eyesight picked out a nice minor variety. Fig
13 illustrates the normal sized hyphen
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before “TAHA" and the different sized
variety. Some retouches can be found. R4/
8 drew particular comment from Mann as
nearly all the horizontal lines at the top
have been redrawn. Indeed, he deplored
the power of the catalogue (this was in
1950), when the listing of the ‘no hyphen
variety’ on R4/3 ensured it fetched a
disproportionate price to that asked for a
copy of R4/8, which in his view was far
more interesting. The upper left corner is
the area to examine as the horizontal lines
have been strengthened. In particular R4/8
(Fig 14), 4/9 (Fig 15), 5/8 (Fig 16), 5/10 (Fig
17),6/2 (Fig 18 . 6/4 (Fig 19),6/8 (Iig 20), 6/
9 (Fig 21), and 6/10 (Fig 22) are good
examples. R3 2. 3/6-9 and 6/1 also show
signs of corrective work. Mann contended
that the plate for the ls. value received
more touching-up than the plates of other
values. Kette noted that the figures of the
value were solid blocks of colour on the
1897 and 1921 issues. However, with the
1942 release they appeared to have been
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recut, probably by pantograph as every
stamp seemed to be the same, with a
continuous line filling the outline of the
figure with colour. He noticed on the 1947
comb perforated release that several addi-
tional, more or less, vertical lines occurred
on R6/6, 6/7 and 6/8. On the 1949 release
every stamp has had the pantographed lines
strengthened further by a series of four to
six heavy vertical lines of dots. They look
rather like a piece of corn on the cob. Each
stamp presents a different appearance and
it should be possible to plate a sheet from
single copies providing one had the pa-
tience, good eyesight plus a complete sheet
for comparison! The difference earns a
footnote in the Commonwealth catalogue.
Finally, an interesting feature seen on one
sheet from the 1949 printing is the engraved
number 20492 appearing reversed and on
its side, at the outer edge of the left margin,
by the central guide cross adjacent to R3/1
and 4/1. It is a reminder of the Waterlow
practice to give working numbers to plates
and has not been seen before on a De La
Rue item from the King George VI era.
Thanks to Denis Littlewort, a staunch
member of the King George VI Collectors’
Society, photographs of the original ‘60-set’
metal duty or frame printing plates for the
De La Rue 1913-21 issues of the 2s. and 5s.
Malta large keyplates have been seen. They
both show four figure numbers under the
bottom row. They read normally in the
photographs, thus would have printed in
reverse on paper. They are described as Job
Numbers.

The first two commemorative

issues

20th Anniversary of Queen Salote’s
Accession. The three values (1d., 2d. and
23d.) released on 12 October 1938 were all
‘60-set’” with six horizontal rows of ten
stamps. De La Rue despatched 2963 sheets
of the 1d., 2766 of the 2d. and 2470 of the
2;d. during the period 5 August 1938 to 23
June 1939. They were withdrawn from sale
on 11 October 1939. )
Queen Salote’s Silver Jubilee. The Plate
Issue Register shows that Frame Plate 1 and
the unnumbered Vignette Plate for each of
the five values were issued and returned for
the initial printing on two occasions
between 27 September and 21 October
1943. The original order entered in the
Despatch Book for each value was altered
and increased (Req 816/1). The five value
set, in sheets of sixty (six rows of ten), was
released on 25 January 1944. Commonwealth
and Robson Lowe give the following
number of stamps issued: 1d.—245,180,
2d.—177,560, 3d.—101,160, 6d.—76,684
and 15.—82,147. These are in marked
contrast to the recorded number of sheets
despatched from De La Rue to satisfy Reqs
816/1, 816/2 and 832/1. These total: 1d.
10,422, 2d.—7757, 3d.—5866, 6d—4738,
Is. 5221. Indeed, there was a issue of stamps
to dealers included in the initial despatch
figures of—1d. 600,000, 2d.—350,000,
3d.—300,000, 6d.—150,000 and ls.—
150,000. Providing that the Commonucealth
figures are correct it seems most probable
that a very large number of remainders
were eventually destroyed. The printers
imprint is central and frame plate

number (1) occurs in the margin under R6/
9. There are two small frame plate defects
on the 3d.—a mark on the outside frame
line by PENI on R2/4, and, just above it,
two tiny scratch marks from the leaf outside
the frame immediately above the mark
(Fig 23).

Marginal Letters on the Silver Jubilee
Issue. Scratched letters and other marks in
sheet margins have already featured in this
series. The 1944 Silver Jubilee set joins the
1946 Crown Agents Omnibus Victory Issue
and the Ascension, Fiji and KUT definitives
in this area of unusual philatelic study. It is
believed that the letters were made by
members of the DLR staff when working
on the plates. It was a practice frowned on
by the Crown Agents Chief Inspector of
Colonial Stamps, but judging by the
number to be found on this issue he must
have been on holiday at the time! It must be
borne in mind that the letters were lightly
scratched on the plates. In consequence
sometimes only partially printed letters
appeared. Their form is open to interpreta-
tion. For example the first three strokes of a
W look like a reversed N. As an added
complication they do not necessarily occur
together. This could have been the result
stemming from the issue and return of both
plates on the two occasions previously
mentioned. The following have been seen:
1d.—W over R1/5 (Fig 24), D and a very
faint W over R1/6 close to the guide cross
(Fig 25). All in the frame colour. A black b
from the vignette plate over R1/6 (Fig 26).
2d.—W (slightly doubled) over R1/6 (Fig
27). Part of a W close to the guide cross
above R1/6 (Fig 28). A dot in the left
margin by R4/1, just below the black
horizontal guide mark. All in the frame
colour. 3d—A doubled D in the frame
colour, by the guide cross, over R1/6 (Fig
29). CC or possibly CO, slightly doubled,
over R1/1 (Fig 30). W over R1/6 (Iig 31). D
over R1/6 (Fig 32). WW over R1/6-7 (Fig
33). All black from the vignette plate. 6d.—
W by R1/10 in frame colour (Fig 34). CC or
CO, letters doubled, over R1/1 (Fig 50). D

LY

over R1/6 (Fig 32) and WW over R1/6 (Fig
33). Allin black. 1s.—A small brown dot by
R4/10 and a black W over R1/6 (Fig 35).
This W closely resembles Fig 31.

Other Marginal Marks. With the excep-
tion of the 2d. value, a mark resembling
part of the Queen’s sash and decorations
occurs alongside R4/10. On the other hand,
a row of four small purple marks, seemingly,
from part of the frame design show in the
margin by R5/10 on the 2d. value. Sheets of
the 2d. and, so far, a single sheet of the 3d.
display a most unusual feature. In the upper
margin, between vertical columns 2-3, 5-6
and 8-9 is part of a clear vignette showing a
stiff military collar and some shading. It is
almost identical to the engraving by De La
Rue of Bertram Park’s three-quarter face
portrait of King George VI in the uniform
of an Admiral of the Fleet, which was
adopted for the ‘proper’ heads. It was used,
for example, for the 1938 Kenya, Uganda
and Tanganyika lc. and other definitive
values in that set. The minor difference is
that the partially printed version in the
margin has a band of four dots of shading
crossing the lower neck beneath the collar.
These extra dots do not appear on the KUT .
stamps. How these partial and regularly
spaced vignettes came to be printed is a
mystery.

Other commemorative issues

There are no known varieties on the three
remaining commemorative issues released
for Tonga prior to the death of King George
VI. Details of the despatches follow and,
again contrast sharply with the identical
figures for numbers issued quoted from
Commonwealth and Robson Lowe.

UPU (10 October 1949). 2)d.—7045 sheets,
3d.—5100, 6d.—5080 and 1s.—4845. All
the sheets (of 60 stamps) were despatched
on 20 April 1949. The Commonwealth (CW)
and Robson Lowe (RL) figures for number
issued are: 141,790, 116,240, 114,500 and
100,340 respectively.

Queen Salote’s 50th Birthday (I Novem-
ber 1950). 1d.—5850 sheets, 5d.—
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4157 and 15.—3338. Sheets of 60 were
despatched on 20 and 26 September 1950.
CW and RL figures for number issued are:
107,510, 74,850 and 72,230. GSAM (March
1951) noted that the stamps were with-
drawn from sale on 31 January 1951.

50th Anniversary of the Treaty of
Friendship (2 July 1951). }d.—5913
sheets, 1d.—8367, 23d.—6484, 3d.—5116,
5d.—5110 and 1s.—4418. All sheets (of 60)
were despatched on 29 January 1951. It is
noteworthy that the English spelling for
Tonga was used for the first time since
1897. It was mentioned in GSM (February
1952) that the stamps would remain on
sale locally until stocks were exhausted but
no supplies were available in London.

Postmarks
Very fine, properly used King George VI
stamps are hard to find. Cancelled to
order examples are reasonably common.
Indeed, sometimes the gum is unblem-
ished. The term ‘Socked on the Nose’
(SON) is used by American collectors to
describe c.d.s. postmarks when the
entire cancellation is visible. Some
collectors deplore the obliteration of |
the design of the stamps, but for those
interested in shades and printings a date is
all important. The reverse of SON is the
touch of a cancel in a corner so that the
design is clear to see. On the other hand, it
is fair to say that some high values cancelled
in this manner, without a sign of the year of
usage, were probably used after the death of
King George VI. This offends the-purist,
plus the risk that they could have been
cancelled by favour at a very late date.
Equally, some stamps bearing attractive
cancellations could prove to be examples of
Madame Joseph forgeries. The complete
listing of these can be found in a book
entitled Madame Joseph Forged Postmarks by
Derek Warboys and Roger B West. It was
published recently by the Royal Philatelic
Society and the British Philatelic Trust. It is
significant that 162 of the 438 forged
cancellations illustrated in the book carry
dates during the reign of King George VI.
Fortunately for everyone, the forged can-
cellation devices now rest, safe and secure,
in the museum of the Royal Philatelic
Society in London. Nevertheless, an inter-
esting side line for the King George VI
enthusiast would be to assemble a collection
of these forged postmarks. They could be
termed ‘varieties’ in the broadest sense!
Finally, and to bring matters up-to-date,
recent news from the USA contained in the
American  Philatelist (24 January 1996) is
most relevant. Under the headline ‘British
Empire Fake Alert’ Ken Lawrence writes
about another 45 British colonial postmarks
printed from devices discovered in the estate
of a deceased dealer and donated to the
APS reference collection. The dates range
from 1937 to 1969 and involve 27 colonies.
Lawrence states that, for obvious reasons,
the devices will not circulate but researchers
may obtain a complete set of impressions in
black ink from the American Philatelic
Expertizing Service for a fee of ten dollars.
Very often the best of the very fine used
cancellations are those from small commu-
nities. Care and attention, as well as pride
in the work, resulted in clear cancels. The
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hunt for these mostly ‘village postmarks’ is
another area of philatelic enjoyment and
study requiring much patience. The names
are often reminders of towns in the United
Kingdom such as Buxton in Guyana or
Falmouth and Newcastle in Jamaica.
Equally, names such as Half Way Tree,
Ginger Ridge, Bogwalk or Stake Bay
bring back memories of a holiday in the
Caribbean.

For Tonga the King George VI collector
will have to wrap his tongue around some
less familiar names. Post offices existed at
Nuku’alofa, Vava’u, Ha’api and Neiafu.
Occasional mails operated in the islands of
Niuafo’ou and Nivatobutabu. The popula-
tion of Niuafo’ou or ‘Tin Can Island’ was
evacuated to the island of Eua because of a
volcanic eruption and covers can be found
with a single line cancellation of the same
type used by some of the Fijian Postal
Agencies. Major T C L Tomkins wrote in
Stamp Collecting in June 1956 that this
unusual Tongan cancel had been reported
in use for a short time just after the war. It
was believed to be strictly unofficial, but
tolerated. An example of the straight line
Waimoti cancel from Fiji is shown nearby
(Fig 36). An item of this type should not be
passed over if seen unappreciated at a stamp
fair. Tin Can covers are common, but every
Tonga collector should have one, just as a
reminder of the warm waters of the Pacific.
Originally, as the island of Niaufo’ou was
without a harbour, mail for the islanders
was placed in a tin can and thrown
overboard from a passing ship. It was
retrieved by someone swimming out a mile
or so. Mail for despatch was similarly made
up and swum out. The practice ceased after
a swimmer was eaten by a shark. A canoe
was used instead. Due to commercialism
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Fig 36 (left) Straight line Waimoti cancel
Fig 37 (above) A typical Tin Can cover
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many special covers and cancellations exist.
A typical example is shown (Fig 37). In
the very late 1940s only Nukualofa and
Vava’u handled overseas surface mail and
Nuku’alofa was the only office to handle air
mail. Surface mails were about once a
month using the Mv Maka to and from
New Zealand and Australia. Robson Lowe
comments that mail posted in ships or
received uncancelled from other localities
were cancelled ‘Paquebot’, ‘Packet Boat’,
‘Loose Letter’ or ‘Loose Ship’. Airmail
services operated fortnightly.

Mystery colours

Copies of the 1938 2d. value (SG 72) and
the 1944 2d. (84) exist with a blue frame
instead of purple. This is believed to have
been caused by exposure to sunlight. The
shade depending on the period of exposure
and the strength of the light. Hybrid
versions, with the frame half purple and
half blue can also be found demonstrating
either the judicious use of a plCCL of paper to
cover half the stamp or, in a more
charitable vein, a stamp that has been on
display in a shop window tucked behind
other stamps in a set. On the other hand, it
was noted in Stamp Collecting during the
early post-war years that the 1944 Silver
Jubilee 2d. existed with a bright ultramar-
ine frame. It was confirmed that more than
one correspondent had received copies of
the bright ultramarine variety at the time of
issue under conditions which did not permit
the suggestion that the stamps had been
exposed to light. Examples were compared
with those known to have been exposed.
The difference was that they had changed
to a dull ultramarine on paper toned by
sunlight, giving the stamp a ‘tired’ look. A
tinge of purple was also retained. This
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accounted for the dulling of the blue. A
reader had suggested that even this could be
removed with special, and unusual, appar-
atus. The other stamps were in a bright
shade on perfectly white paper. The news
item concluded ‘No attempt is made here to
solve the mystery of why such a colour
error—if it is an error—has for so long
remained undiscovered. The facts are given
so that each reader may judge for himself’.
A footnote in the Commonwealth catalogue
after the 1944 issue says that ‘copies with
frames of blue have appeared on the market
which do not conform with any known
printing.” In the same vein, it is worth
heeding remarks by the late Frank Saun-
ders who founded the King George VI
Collectors’ Society in 1960 and was a most
knowledgeable philatelist. He commented
when discussing shades of the Grenada 3d.
value in Geosix (No 46), the journal of the
society, that it was possible to ‘fade out’
various colour elements leaving ‘shade
varieties’. He confirmed that he had scen
a block of four of the 3d. thus treated, with
one stamp with the normal frame colour,
one with green, one with blue and the
fourth with yellow.

Caveat emptor

In conclusion, it is only necessary to look at
the £1 Bermuda stamp shown below (Fig
38) to show how excessive exposure to light
can produce startling results. It is an
unmounted copy from the December 1951
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Fig 38 Not a missing head

release perforated 13. At first glance, it looks
like a major variety with a missing head. In
fact, it is a stamp which has most probably
spent weeks, or even months, in a display
cabinet exposed to fluorescent lights.
(Similar examples of the King George VI
Leeward Islands 10s. and £1 are known.) It
was purchased with philatelic eyes wide
open and makes an interesting item in a
display to show that not everything is what
it appears to be!

Part 42 (GSM November 1996) will be the first
of three Parts describing some of the plate varieties
to be found on the ‘Small Keyplates’ of Mauritius
and Leeward Islands.

Readers interested in stamps of the
King George VI era may wish to obtain
further information about the King
George VI Collectors’ Society from
The General Secretary, KGVICS,

98 Albany, Manor Road, Bournemouth,
BH1 3EW. The next meeting of the
Society will be held on Saturday,

7 September 1996 at the British
Philatelic Centre, 107 Charterhouse
Street, London EC1.
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