King George VI Varieties
Part 39 Southern Rhodesia

Richard Lockyer ose reviews the varieties which may be found on six
Southern Rhodesia commemorative issues

T he reign of King George VI lasted for just over fifteen years. During that
time there were seven commemorative issues in Great Britain. The postal
authorities in Southern Rhodesia adopted an equally cautious stamp issuing
policy. Waterlow and Sons Ltd was the security printer for all but one of the
seven commemorative issues, consisting of 22 stamps. The exception was the 2d.
marking the 50th Anniversary of the Occupation of Matabeleland.

The Coronation
This most attractive set, broadly following
the design of the 1935 Silver Jubilee issue,
was recess printed on white, wove, un-
watcrmarked paper. The sheets of the four
values (1d., 2d., 3d. and 6d.) were
perforated 123 x 12} line with conventional
ten horizontal rows of six stamps. They were
released on 12 May 1937. The intention was
for them to remain on sale until 31 August.
In the event supplies of the 3d. and 6d. were
sold out by late July. Stamp Collecting (27
November 1937) noted that the number of
stamps ordercd was based on normal
requirements from 12 May to 31 August,
with an additional estimated supply for
collectors. A report in the Sunday Times of
Johannesburg (27 May 1937) described
their reaction when, under the caption
‘Philatelists Stamp with Rage’, the follow-
ing message from Bulawayo was quoted:
‘Rhodesian philatelists are angry over the
alleged failure of the postal authorities to
make adequate provision for the issue of
Coronation stamps. The impeachment is
officially denied. It is further complained
that in many cases the cancellations were
done carelessly and were badly ruining the
philatclic value of the stamps.” In modern
times the phrase ‘Officially Denied’ has
taken on a subtle, if cynical, meaning that is
explained in ‘Yes Prime Minister’ by
Jonathan Lynn and Antony Jay—‘The
first rule of politics is Never Believe Any-
thing Until It’s Been Officially Denied’. It
seems likely that this sentiment could be
applied elsewhere and might have appealed
to collectors in Southern Rhodesia in 1937!
Number Issued. On 27 November 1937
Stamp Collecting published sales figures for
the Coronation set. The information origin-
ated from P W Porter, the Vice President of
the Philatelic Society of Rhodesia. The
largest sale was the 1d. value—3,587,294
copies sold with 300,000 of these sold in
London. Sales of the 2d. were 692,710 in
Southern Rhodesia and 240,000 in London,
thus making a total of 932,710. Unfortun-
ately, in the text the total was incorrectly
quoted as 869,700. This mistake led to later
ramifications as will be seen. The smallest
total sale was for the 3d., with 370,440, and
of these, only 130,440 were sold in Southern
Rhodesia. Total sales of the 6d. were better
at 480,588, with 240,000 of these sold in
London. John Woolford writing in Stamp
Collecting on 25 October 1979 gave identical
sales figures based on information from R C

Smith, who was the Deputy Postmaster
General of Rhodesia in the late 1930s. The
Commonwealth catalogue also lists the same
totals. However, therc are some complica-
tions. W G Nodder, the Honorary Secretary
for the Rhodesian Study Circle, when
writing in Stamp Mirror on 16 September
1950 gave the correct total sale figures for
the 1d., 2d. and 6d., but quoted 475,377 for
the 3d. (235,377 sold in Rhodesia and
240,000 in London). Furthermore, at a
much carlier date Douglas Armstrong, the
cditor of Stamp Collecting in 1937, unfortun-
ately gave conflicting figures for the 2d. and
3d. values in his book Coronation Stamps of the
Empire. In the general descriptive text on
page 30 the figure for the 2d. is 932,710 and
for the 3d. it is 256,377, but in the detailed
listing on page 34 the relevant figures are,
2d.—869,700 and 3d.—370,440. It so
happens that according to H and A
Wallace, in their book Silver Jubilee Stamps
of King George V, 256,377 of the Southern
Rhodesian 3d. value were sold. It does seem
most probable that this figure was mis-
takenly used for the 3d. Coronation, while
the figure of 869,700 is attributable to
incorrect addition in Porter’s original
account mentioned ecarlier. This explana-
tion may have scemed long winded, but
does show how easy it is to make mistakes.
They can also be perpetuated, as the figure
of 256,377 for the 3d. is given in Volume II
of Robson Lowe’s Encyclopedia. Further-
more, a total of 3,589,294 is given for the
ld.—the extra 2,000 was probably just a
typing slip. Unfortunately, both these
figures arc also included in A Guide to the
Postage Stamps of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland
1888-1963 published by the Mashonaland
Philatelic Socicty in 1965.

Plate Usage. In the past, commentators
considering the Coronation set have stated
that four head plates were used but they
have not quoted the source for this state-
ment. To do this it is necessary to go back to
the 6 November 1937 edition of Stamp
Collecting. Tt contained an article by N
Rose of Bulawayo originally published in
the South African Philatelist. Rose explained
that it was a comparatively simple matter to
identify sheets from each of the head plates
by examining the fourth stamp in the ninth
row. It is most convenient that this is the
top right stamp in an imprint block of four.
He discovered that on sheets of cach value it
was possible to find R9/4 with different
head plate coloured marks. On one sheet

the Queen’s face was clear of marks, on
another a mark occurred on the Queen’s
brow, while another had a dot above the
Queen’s nose, lastly another sheet showed a
bar crossing the bridge of the Queen’s nose.
He found that the position of these marks
varied in relation to the duty plate printing
due to irregular centring of the head plate,
but they could not be confused and
appeared on all four values. (Rose used
the term head plate to describe the centre or
vignette plate depicting the waterfalls, train
and bridge. The marks are, therefore, olive
for the 1d., emerald for the 2d., violet for
the 3d. and black for the 6d.)

The coloured marks, together with
others, enabled Rose to allot the sheets
arbitrarily to Head Plates 1 to 4. He gave
the following details. Plate 1—R9/4 was
clear of marks. Plate 2—R9/4 had an egg-
shaped spot on the brow of the Queen
between the right eye and nose. In addition,
on R4/l a hair line ran from the value
tablet into the white frame. Plate 3—No less
than seven stamps helped to identify this
head plate. The all important R9/4 had a
round dot above the left eye just below the
hair. R1/5-—A hair line from the Queen’s
necklace into the white border below. R2/
5—A spot to the right of the Queen’s head
in the frame. R5/5—~Two marks on the
Queen’s upper lip. R5/6—A vertical line in
the white border to the right of the Queen’s
head. R9/2—A spot in the centre of the
King’s forehead. R10/2—A spot in the
centre of the Queen’s forehead.

Rose further remarked that although the
marks on R9/4 occurred in three different
positions, they were more or less localised.
He suggested that it was probable, there-
fore, that a particle of hard matter had
attached itself to the master plate and had
moved slightly, with each transmission, to
the printing plates. He added that the
marks were readily found on the 2d., 3d.
and 6d. values. However, only a few
occurred on the 1d., when they did they
were not very clear and in certain cases
were absent. (It seems, therefore, likely that
four head (vignette) plates were used to
produce a large sheet of 240 impressions in
four panes of 60. These sheets were then cut
into post office sized sheets and then used
with the duty or frame plate. This would
account for the irregular centring men-
tioned by Rose). He finished with the
comment that at the time of writing
nothing common to all values had been
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found on the duty plate printing and
concluded that separate duty plates had
been made for each of the four values.
Armstrong had no doubts and wrote in his
book, ‘Separate Duty Plates were engraved
for each value and four distinct head plates
were also prepared.’

Major Varieties. An imperforate 2d.
value is listed as a pair by Commonwealth
(CWS2a.), the catalogue notes that the
variety came from a single sheet from the
Waterlow archive. An imperforate block of
four was offered at a Temple Bar auction in
December 1976. It is important to note that
this variety does not have the usual Water-
low security hole. In his book about the
Coronation series Douglas Armstrong in-
cluded a photograph of an upper left corner
block of the 3d. with the upper horizontal
pair of stamps being imperforate at the top
side adjacent to the selvedge. The variety is
listed by Commonwealth as CWS3a. In 1977
an unknown auction house included a
photograph in a catalogue of a similar
partly imperforate block from the centre of

, the top row with the printer’s guide mark in
the margin. It was pointed out that there

were only ten copies known of the imperfor-
ate stamp. This implies that two sheets were
partly imperforate. However, the Mashona-
land Guide states that the top of one sheet
was imperforate. This was also stated by
Nodder in Stamp Mirror (16 September
1950). On the other hand, the vertical
perforation holes between the third and
fourth stamps are offset to the right in the
auction photograph, whereas a photograph
of a central partly imperforate pair,
complete with the printer’s guide mark,
included in Fundamentals of Philately by L N
and M Williams, shows the vertical perfora-
tions slightly offset to the left. It does,
therefore, appear that two sheets were
partly imperforate, with twelve stamps
affected. ) .

Minor Varieties. An advertisement for
Coronation stamps by Gulbenkian and Co,
392 Strand, London, on the final page of
Armstrong’s book sets the general scene. It
stated that ‘after weeks of careful examina-

tion we are now ready to give a complete -

list of constant varieties. Many have already
been chronicled in stamp papers, but only
very few occur regularly on every sheet.’
Twenty countries were listed. Amongst
them were Aden, Barbados, Basutoland,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Jamaica, KUT,
Malta, Mauritius, Newfoundland, New
Guinea, Northern Rhodesia, and Turks

and Caicos Islands. There was no mention .

of Southern Rhodesia, but there was a final
note ‘Other varieties in stock. On the
strength of this a list of small varieties
discovered by the readers of Stamp Collecting
during the summer of 1937 will now be
given. Unfortunately, none was positioned
and it is possible that some match those
already described by Rose. The ld.—
Comma above 1 of 1d.—Hairline from the
base of the oval surrounding the King’s
head to the solid inner part of the value
tablet between 1 and d.—The three lines at
the top of the Queen’s sash almost obliter-
ated—Dark spot on the King’s nose—White
spot beside the King's right eye—A mark
resembling a boulder half way down the
falls (top stamp in a pair)—Red dot under

e il -

the Queen’s left eye—Red dot on Queen’s
nose—Gash of red over the Queen’s left
eye—Hair line across the King's nose. the
2d.—A green hair line crosses the Queen’s
nose—A green dot between the inner and
outer frames under P of POSTAGE. The
3d.—Small white spots on the background
of the value tablet—Gash in the King’s left
cheek—White stroke on the Queen’s neck.
The 6d.—A collar and leash’ across the
Queen’s neck—Dot on the Queen’s nose—
Dots at the end of the Queen’s fringe—A
line of colour across the Queen’s left cheek.

Shades. Differing shades of the 1d. and
3d. have been reported and these appear in
the catalogue descriptions: 1d.—Part 1, olive
and rose-carmine. Commonwealth (CW),
olive-green and rose-carmine. Robson
Lowe (RL), olive and red. 3d.—Part I,
violet and blue. CW, purple-violet and
blue. RL, lilac and blue.

British South Africa Company
Golden Jubliee

On 3 June 1940 an ecight value set (3d. to

15.) was issued to commemorate the Golden
Jubilee of the British South Africa Com-
pany. The lowest three values, id., 1d. and
1id. were printed in sheets of 240 stamps
consisting of four panes of 60. The remain-
der were printed normally in sheets of 60.
Stamps with a horizontal design were in 10
rows of 6, those with a vertical design 6 rows
of 10. All were recess printed and line
perforated 14. They were withdrawn from
sale on 31 October 1944.

Varieties. Nodder noted in Stamp Mirror
(16 September 1950) that constant minor
flaws had been recorded on the 3d. He did
not elaborate. However, he did consider the
two red lines under the O of Rhodesia on
stamp number 24 (R4/6) of the 1d. value
worth a mention (Fig I). In fairness, the
thin red lower horizontal mark over the
flag-staff is not nearly so noticeable as the
upper mark under the left side of the O of
RHODESIA. This variety has been seen
recently on large blocks bearing sheet
numbers 37 tp 46 and 59. Nodder could
not confirm if it was constant on all four
panes. Robson Lowe’s Encyclopedia notes
several constant varieties on the 1d., but
goes no further. The 13d. has a variety on
R6/1 first noticed in GSM in September
1941. It recently achieved listed status in
Part 1 as SG 55a. where it is described as
‘The Recut Shirt Collar’. Commonwealth
prefers ‘Shaded Collar’ (CWS7a). Fig 2
shows the normal collar and Fig 3 illustrates
the variety on R6/1. It is believed to have
only occurred on one of the four panes. This
must surely be so judging by its scarcity,
which reflects odds of 240 to 1 rather than
60 to 1. Positional blocks are about as they
were extracted from sheets at an early stage,
but to find a used copy is another matter.
Unfortunately, the extra lines on the collar,
shown in Fig 2, do not show up well in the
illustration included in Part I. They are well
defined on the stamp. It is worth noting
that, although the written description in the
Commonwealth catalogue states ‘Shading lines
on left collar’, the describer used the term in
the literal sense as if he was Cecil Rhodes. It
is an important point. At a recent Stampex
ordinary examples of the 13d. were offered
as the variety, because the left collar viewed
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from the front had lines of shading with the
other collar blank. The dealer had not
appreciated the ambiguity when reading
the Commonwealth description. The stamps
were transferred swiftly to his normal stock.
Nodder stated that he possessed a copy
showing the flaw retouched with faint traces
of the three lines just visible. Thanks to
Dickon Pollard of Murray Payne Ltd two
frame or duty plate varieties on the 3d. are
featured. The first is on R2/4 and described
as ‘The Smoke Signal’ (Fig ). The second,
on R6/6, is called ‘The Caves in the
Cliffside’ (Fig 5). The flaws exist on large
positional blocks numbered 429 to 439. In
addition, a centre plate defect, in the form
of three solid black dots, disfigured the hills
on R9/3 (Fig 6).

Numbers Printed. Commonwealth gives
the followmg details concerning numbers
prmtcd 4d.—7,012,000, 1d.- 9,734,000,
15d.—3,239,000, 2d.—168,000, 3d.—
363,000, 4d.—200,000, 6d.—350,000, 1s,—
282,000. From this it is very clear that the
key stamp is the 2d. value.

Shades. Catalogue descriptions of the
colours again vary. If the list in Part [ is
accepted as the standard then the following
variations have been listed: 3d.—CW, grey-
violet and green. RL, violet and green.
1d.—CW, violet-slate and red. 13d.—CW,
black and chocolate-brown. 2d.—CW and
RL, green and violet. 3d.—black and deep
blue. 4d.—CW, green and light brown.
6d.—CW, grey-green and sepia. 1s.—CW,
green and deep steel-blue.

50th Anniversary of the
Occupation of Matabeleland

The 2d. value, featuring a mounted
pioneer, was released on 1 November 1943
and withdrawn from sale on 31 October
1944. It was the first Southern Rhodesian
stamp to be printed on watermarked paper.
Wartime difficulties precluded production
in England and the postal authorities
turned to South Africa and the Govern-
ment Printer in Pretoria for help. This
resulted in the stamp being printed on
paper watermarked with the multiple
Springbok’s head, using tht screened roto-
gravure method. One cylinder was used to
give two panes of sixty stamps, each with six
horizontal rows of ten. For ease of reference
the one pane has been called Cylinder 1A
and the other Cylinder 1B. A four figure
variable number, printed in red, occurred
in the bottom margin e.g. 4395, 8132, 8146
and 8148. They appear to be related to

some form of sheet numbering. The basic -

colours were brown and green, but most
noticeable shade differences can be found.
Commonwealth uses brown and deep green,
and sepia-brown and deep green. Robson
Lowe prefers sepia and blue-green. Gath-
ered together they make a nice display.
Varieties. The remark by Robson Lowe
that ‘there are several constant plate
varieties’ is a classic understatement, suffice
it to say that every one of the 120 stamps

can be plated. The full listing in the

Mashonaland Guide cannot be bettered. One
flaw has been listed in Part I: The Hat Brim
Retouch on R1/8 from Cylinder 1B (Fig 7).
It has been known in the past as the
Smudge on the Ear, Caulifiower Ear or
Hat Flash. There are four other varieties

“po
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that are casy to pick out. Three are on
Cylinder 1A; R3/4—The D of 2d. in the
right value tablet has a broken top (Fig 8).
R5/5—The upright of the D of the right-
hand 2d. has a break making it appear like
an ‘Inverted G’ (Fig 9). (This brought
comment in GSM March 1944 and at-
tracted further attention on 21 October
1950 in Stamp Mirror -when it was illus-
trated.) R6/10—A well defined extra white
line appears below the saddle roll (Fig 10).
The second significant variety on Cylinder
1B affects R6/10 where the 2 of the right
hand 2d. has a ‘Split Base’ (Fig I11).
Discussion of this poorly produced com-
memorative cannot be left without mention
of the ‘Narrow Stamp’—the eighth one
in every horizontal row. The technical ex-
planation for this common feature of several
South African rotary-printed stamps, pro-
duced since 1932, was given in Part 37
(GSM August 1995). A marginal strip of
three or more embracing ‘The Hat Brim
Retouch’ on R 1/8 makes a nice addition to
a collection.

Royal Visit

The pair of low values (3d. and 1d.)
marking the Royal Visit to Southern
Rhodesia in April 1947 were printed in
sheets of 60 (10 horizontal rows of 6), line
perforated 14. There is one unusual feature
concerning the line perforation—the ver-
tical holes are slightly larger than the
horizontal ones on some sheets. In addi-
tion, there are two shades of both frame
colours: green and dark green for the 3d.
and dull and bright scarlet for the 1d. In
recent years a fair amount of Waterlow
archive material has been available. Com-
monwealth lists it as: frame -only pairs,
combined centre and frame pairs and
printed samples ovcrprinted ‘specimen’.

Thcsc samples are in unusual colours with
the 1d. black and ochre and the 1d. black
and blue. A selection of archival material is
shown (Fig 12). The inclusion of such
examples, although not varieties in the

‘accepted sense, do add interest to a

collection and, particularly, an exhibit.
Postal History. Those interested in

postal history should read John Woolford’s

three-part series published in Stamp Collect-

_ing, beginning on 18 October 1979. Suffice

it to say that first day covers cancelled on 1
April, the first day of issue, are scarcer than
covers cancelled on 7 April when the Royal
Tour began. Covers bearing blue Royal
Train cancellations mean they were carried
on the Royal Train. A black cancellation,
the majority, - indicates cancellation at
Salisbury Post Office—not particularly
romantic! But looking on the bright side it
was better than the situation in Basutoland
where, according to a report received by
GSM (May 1947), Royal Visit first day
covers were still being-postmarked on 14
March—nearly four weeks after the day of
issue on 17 February! The two Southern
Rhodesian stamps were withdrawn on 30
April to makc way for the Victory Issue.

Fig 12 Waterlow archival material for the Royal Visit stampc showlng lmparl examples of the
frame and the frame with heads .
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Victory

The four value set, was released on 8 May
1947 and withdrawn from sale on 8
November 1947. It was the last in the
omnibus Victory series to be issued and
made a pleasant change from the mundane
Crown Agents design featuring the Houses
of Parliament, but did not have the
association with personal bravery tied to
the Hong Kong pair. Those interested in
the Crown Agents series are referred to
Parts 12-14 (GSM May, August and
November 1989).

The 1d. was printed in sheets consisting of
four panes of 60 (six horizontal rows of ten).
Nodder stated in Stamp Mirror (16 Septem-
ber 1950) that there were, at least, two
printings. The first having a normal imprint
under stamps 55 and 56 (R6/5-6) on all
panes (Fig 13). The second, having a large

- .imprint in the margin under stamps 54 to
- 57 (R6/4-7) on both the lower panes,
together with a”normal imprint covering
-part of stamp 60 (R6/10) on the left pane,
across the vertical gutter margin and part of

_ stamp 51 (R10/1) on the right pane (Fig
14). A large imprint ini the margin covering
.stamps 54 to 57 identified the two upper
panes (Fig 15). The 2d., 3d. and 6d. were
also printed in sheets of 60 with the normal
imprint under R6/5-6. All values were line
perforated 14. There are only two variations

" .of .shade from the norm. Commonwealth
describes the 1d. as carmine-red and the

¢ 3d. as deep blue. These shades can be found.

Varieties. 1d. Value. A minor flaw
occurred on R6/9 of the 1d. It was a small
_mark on the neck of the Queen (Fig 16) and
was most probably on one of the upper
panes.as there is not a trace on positional
pieces from the lower ones.

2d. Value. R1/10 of the 2d. value was
affected, on some panes, by damage to the
right frame (Fig 17). It is listed as SG 65b.
Nodder stated that, so far as was known, up
to the middle of 1950, the flaw was not

Fig 13 (below left) Normal imprint under stamps 55156;

present on any of the sheets sold over the
post office counter in Salisbury or Bulawayo
and secemed to be confined to sheets
obtained from Rhodesia House in London.
This indicated two printings. For the
record, it is known that the flaw occurred
on sheets numbered 151, 152, 307, 375-377,
397-399 and 401-407. A block of four with
number 274 and a first day cancellation
does not have the flaw, neither does another
block numbered 300. In normal circum-
stances numbered sheets went from the
security printers to the country ordering
the stamps and uhnumbered sheets were
sold in London. (A small charge was made
by the printers when sheets were num-
bered.) In view of Nodder’s remark it does
appear that, unusually, a supply of num-
bered sheets went on sale at Rhodesia
House and were from a different numbered
batch of printing. It is noteworthy that the
top margin of the two blocks without the
variety are much wider than those with it,
again indicating a possible time lapse in
production. A single mint copy of the 2d.
has been seen with what appears to be a re-
entry affecting the top of the left panel,
where the horizontal lines are blurred
together. There are, also, signs of doubling
in the letters of SOUTHERN RHODESIA.
Finally, it would be remiss not to mention
two very extensive varieties listed by
Commonwealth. The first is ‘Frame double
print, one albino’ (CWS17a) and the
second, ‘Part double print’ (CWS17b). A
footnote about the latter states: “The top
and right side of the Head, frame at right
and part top lettering are doubled. One
part sheet is reported to exist.” Robson
Lowe’s Encyclopedia notes that one sheet of
the 2d. was doubly printed. Fig I8 shows an
imperforate proof block from the centre of
the sheet. It has a red ink circle around a
small plate defect on the lower left stamp. It
illustrates how tiny blemishes did not escape
remedial attention by the printer.

Figl9
3d. value. The left top of the T of
VICTORY has a break on R2/2 (Fig 19). It
is small, but nevertheless, detectable by the
naked eye.
6d. value. Nodder noted that a good
example of an offset had occurred on the
6d. value, with the whole of the design
clearly reproduced in reverse on the
gummed side. At the time (1950) 35 mint
copies were known.

Fig 18 Imperf proof block with circled plate
defect on lower left stamp

Fig 14 (bottom) Large imprint under stamps 54 to 57 and part of normal Imprint under

.. stamp 60; Fig 15 (below right) Large imprint beneath stamps 54 to 57

e

Collectors, having read
the preceding article,
may wish to join the
King George VI
Collectors’ Society.
Details can be obtained
from The General
Secretary, 98 Albany,
Manor Road,
Bournemouth,

BH1 3EW.
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Fig 20 (right) Frame and head plate numbers; Figs 21 and
22 (below and below right) Proof pairs without plate
numbers; Fig 23 (bottom) Marginal strip showing part
engraved plate number ‘447’ at top right; Fig 24 (bottom
right) Imperforate frame proof .

Diamond Jubilee

On 7 July 1950 the Philatelic Magazine
carried a news item saying that despite
previous denials, it had been announced on
21 June that Southern Rhodesia would issue
a 2d. stamp on 12 September to commem-
orate its Diamond Jubilee. On 18 August
the magazine published a photograph,
provided by Rhodesia House, of the new
design showing King George VI and Queen
Victoria on either side of the Southern
Rhodesian Arms. It was printed in sheets of
60 (12 rows of 5) on unwatermarked paper,
line perforated 14, released on 12 Septem-
ber and withdrawn from sale on 31
December 1950. Commonwealth notes
that 2,819,032 stamps were issyed,
although 4,650,000 were printed.

A Break with Tradition. A most
unusual feature was the inclusion of the
frame and head plate numbers in the upper
margin above R1/1-2. There were two
combinations—44786 (frame) with 44785
(head) and 44786 (frame) and 44825
(head). Fig 20 shows an example. The
accompanying photographs (Figs 21 and
22) of two imperforate proof pairs for R1/1-
2, show that originally the plate numbers
were not included. The manuscript addi-
tions in red ink indicate the adoption of the
new format. R1/5 (Fig 23), with sheet
number 38, clearly shows ‘447’ in the top
right margin. The features are in the frame
colour and their presence demonstrates that
the old practice of engraving the plate
numbers on the outer edge of the plates
continued, despite the new printed figures.
It is probable that 44786 bridged the
central gutter between two panes of sixty
impressions i.c. 120-set. A photograph (Fig
24) of a ‘Frame Only’ single imperforate
proof is included. Commonwealth does not
record ‘Head only’ examples.

Shades. The Maskonaland Guide mentions
four combinations of shade—green and
brown, emerald and grey-sepia, yellow-
green (Plate 44785) and brown (44786) on
shiny yellowish paper, emerald green
(44825) and brown (44786) on white

paper. An undated repor{ from Stamp .

Mirror has details of a paper and shade

variety discovered by Mr Thaites of Thaites -

and Peveretts. This was particularly
marked under a UV Jamp, when the
paper appeared pale buff on one printing,
as opposed to clear white on the other. To
the naked eye the brown tone (on the UV
buff paper) was a little richer and more
chocolate in hue. Two thicknesses of paper

were used with the 44786/44785 plate.

combination, The design and plate num-
bers show clearly through the markedly
thinner paper when viewed from the
gummed side. The reaction under the UV
lamp is the same for both papers. A typical
Waterlow re-entry, showing: very slight

doubling, affected the right vertical frame

on R2/3. R9/1 has an unusual character-
istic—it was misaligned upwards and is easy
to spot in a horizontal marginal pair or,
better still, corner block of eight.

The Waterlow archlve

The disposal of the Waterlow archive by De :

La Rue in the early 1970s Jed to a number
of auctions of some of the material later in
the decade. For example, on 17 Decembey
1976 a Temple Bar auctiop disposed of 46
lots from the archive devated to Southern
Rhodesia. The 1937 Coronation and defi-
nitive series and the 1940 Golden Jubilee
were all featured. On 14 May 1977 another
cight similar lots from the King George VI

era came up for sale at the same auction -
house, to be followed just under three years .

later on 11 March 1980 by another large

batch of imperforate proofs, dating: from -
1924 to 1964. The Commonwgalth catalogue -
includes details of imperforate proofs for the .
Coronation, definitive series;, Goldep Ju-
bilee, - Royal Visit and - Victory issues.
Further details of Waterlow - perforated

_printers samples, in non-standard colours,

overprinted ‘specimen’ are also included for
some values in the definitive, Royal Visit *
and Victory sets. Fig 25 shows that Revenue
stamps received the same treatment by the
security printers and once again another
inked circlé draws attention to a little defect
on the plate. They all add interest to a
collection. But it has to be said that those
from the Golden Jubilee set really catch the
eye, if one if fortunate enough to own them.

Part 40 (GSM May 1996) will describe some of
the varieties to be found on the stamps of Tonga,
used during the reign of King George V1. .

Fig 25 Proof block of £2 Revenue stamp
showing flaw marked In bottom left stamp
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