King George VI Varieties
Part 38 South Africa

Richard Lockyer ose reviews the ‘bantam’ War Effort series and updates
his article in August’'s GSM on the 1941 set

he bantam War Effort issue, introduced to save paper, offers a good

selection of unusual features. The small size of the stamps resulted in the
use of rouletting combined with a normal perforator. Misaligned rouletting and
perforations occurred as well as missed rouletting. The marginal selvedge was
used to advertise the sale of Union Bonds (War Savings) and changes of colour
and layout of these slogans help to identify printings. The stamps appeared in
discernible shades. Varieties occurred, stemming from printing defects. Even
albino stamps are listed. Finally, inverted overprints and different sized
overprints affected some values prepared for use in South West Africa. The
information that follows has been drawn from a wide range of sources, including
the Stanley Gibbons and Commonwealth catalogues, Philatelic Terms [llustrated
published by Stanley Gibbons, contemporary philatelic magazines, The Handbook|
Catalogue— Union of South Africa Stamps (published in 1952), Fundamentals of Philately by L N
and M.Williams (published in 1972) and Volume 2 of Robson Lowe’s Encyclopaedia of

British Empire Postage Stamps (1949).

Denominations and design

The eight values (3d. to 1s.), with the same
denominations and broadly similar designs
used for the large series, were printed by
rotogravure at the Government Printing
Works in Pretoria. The mulllplc Sprmgbok
watermark was upright on the }d., 1d., 13d.,
2d. and 6d. It was sideways to the left on thc
3d. and ls. and to the right on the 4d. The
4d. and ls. had bilingual inscriptions
(SOUTH AFRICA and SUID AFRIKA).
The remainder bore the English or Afri-
kaans words alternately).

Perforation and roulette

The very small size of the individual stamps
posed a technical challenge to the printers
when it came to perforating the sheets. The
comb heads were incapable of dealing with
the miniature stamps and could not be, or
were not, altered. Experiments led to the
adoption of a combination of normal
perforation and rouletting. The latter is a
technique better known o collectors of
stamps of the Australian States of the
nineteenth century than those interested in
the KGVI cra. Pairs, or strips of three, of
the bantam stamps were perforated round
the outside using the comb heads. The
sheets were then passed under the rouletting
whecls. Roulette is a French word meaning
literally a toothed disc or wheel, Ttis used 1o
denote a form of separation in which the
paper is merely pierced or cut, but no discs
are punched out as in perforation. In
Philatelic Terms Illustrated, reference is made
to Arc, Compound, Cross, Diamond,
Experimental, Lozenge, Oblique, Pin,
Saw-tooth, Separation, Serrated and Zig-
zag rouletting. None exactly matches the
type used in South Africa in 1942. However,
of them all, the style adopted for the
bantam serics meets the literal meaning
the best.

Experiments

The Lyd. was the first value to appear in
August 1942, The stamps, perforated in
pairs, were rouletted through the centre.

The slits of the rouletting measured limm
with about 13 slits to 2cm. In a special
sense, the term Double Roulette can be
applicd to the 13d. for in which the gauge
13 roulette was effected by pairs of discs,
cach disc producmg a line roulette gauge 6.
The intention was that the cuts of one disc
should fall in the gaps left by the other.
Thus the two discs should have produced a
single line of cuts. In most instances this
was achieved, but in some, parallel lines of
cuts gauging 63 appeared, while in others
they were staggered. Another type of
roulette wheel was also used for the 13d.
with 6} slits of the same length and this is
known as Single Roulette when applied to
the ]&d. [t should not be confused with the
eventual standard of 6 for all values,
including later pnnungs of the 13d., the
slits of which measured l4mm spaced 1imm
apart. As a slight complication some other
variations of the original gauge 13 roulet-
ting of the 13d. came into being. They
mcasured 13 or 62 with slits of jmm singly or
se-tenant. Weak rouletting was also a
ﬁcquun characteristic. It is well worth
noting that, although the I)()llbl(, Roulette
was a feature of the early 1., a few
cxamples of the 1d. and 6d. have also
been reported.

Fig 1 (below) 1d. value with
roulette misplaced to right

Fig 2 (right) 2d. value with
misplaced horizontal perforation
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Normality

The situation stabilised after the spate of
variations affecting the early releases of the
13d. All the other values were then issued
with a coml)lnduun of perforation and a
gauge 6} roulette, from a smgle disc, with
slits measuring 13mm. The 13d., 2d., 6d.
and ls. appeared in pairs, perforatcd all
round and rouletted between, while the
;d., 1d., 3d. and 4d. were made up into
threes, perforated all round, and split by
rouletting.

Roulette and perforation

varieties

Examples of the id., 1d., 13d. and 2d. values
exist with the roulette omitted between the
stamps. They are listed in the mint state in
the catalogues, but only the 13d. is priced
used Misaligned rouletting also affected the
2(] 1d. and 6d. with the roulette cutting
through the stamps. Fig I shows typical
misalignment. The vertical marks through
the sister’s nursing cap are the cuts from the
roulette. The d. and 2d. were misperfor-
ated and an example of the 2d. is illustrated
(Fig 2). An article in Stamp Collecting (26
April 1947) reported that a South African
correspondent had sent a photograph of a
curious piece of bad printing affecting the
2d. stamp. It was part of one of 24 sheets
bought in 1945, in which the perforation
was progressively misplaced, until in the
centre rows it cut through the mouth of the
sailor. The report noted that on one sheet
the top half of the stamp was entirely
missing, only the lower half having been
printed. It was concluded that a piece of
paper had intruded during the printing
process. It was also reported that a similar
fault had occurred on another sheet, except
that only the top half of the stamp existed.
In addition, no less than three other
sheets were completely blank, except for
the serial numbers at the top of each
sheet. Tt was suggested that the 24
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sheets, being defective, were probably put
to one side by a checker for rejection.
However, for some unknown reason they
had bheen released into circulation to be
purchased in the normal manner in the
Transvaal. Thus, they fell into the hands of
collectors.

A digression

Regular readers of this series know that
sometimes the chance is taken to tread a
philatelic path which has only a tenuous
link with the main topic under discussion.
The unusual use ol rouletting in South
Africa during the 1940s brings to mind, the
rouletted Guernsey Coat of Arms issue for
1941-44 and in particular the time when
bluish French banknote paper, water-
marked with loops, was used for two
printings in 1942. Following from this is a
recollection of the German propaganda
forgerics of Great Britain stamps, printed
in 1944. Operation Wasser-Welle (Water-
Wave) was conducted on the dircct orders
of Himmler who was angry about British
stamp forgerics circulated in Germany. The
forged 6pf. featuring his own head, rather
than Hitler’s, particularly incensed him, as
he regarded this as an insult to his leader.
The staff of the Office 6-F-4 Division Viin
Berlin undertook the work as they usually
forged passports and banknotes. Ration
card paper, watermarked with wavy lincs,
was used-—hence the code-name Operation
Water Wave. The forgeries were distributed
through German agents to stamp dealers in
Sweden and Switzerland and were speed-
ily purchased by diplomatic missions.
Although the total printing was about
nine million (seven million definitives and
two million commemoratives), only 15,000
to 20,000 sets left Germany. Agents asked
for further supplies, but were refused
because of the risk of detection. The
members of 6-F-4 left Berlin in April 1945
with the remaining stock. This was burnt at
Jena (Thiiringa) just before they were
captured. Readers wishing to read a full
and highly descriptive account of this
philatelic by-way can find it in a specially
commissioned three-part series, entitled
‘German Wartime Propaganda “Stamps’
for Britain” by Joachim Hosang, published
in Stamp Collecting on 16, 23 and 30 July
1954.

Memories of a pre-war stamp
dealer

Although far removed from the subject of
the bantam issuc of South Africa, the
following story could not be missed while
busily digressing! On the same page as the
final few paragraphs of the account of the
German forgerics of GB stamps is a letter to
the editor from Edward M Berry. He
recalled that, when he was running the
old Westminster Stamp Company in Buck-
ingham Gate in 1934- 35, he sold a lot of
material to the German Embassy. Most of
the items were the then current mint King
George V pictorial sets which he understood
were obtained for Hitler. In 1935 von
Ribbentrop, who was then Ambassador,
visited his shop and purchased five sets of
the Silver Jubilee issue. Berry wrote that he
spent the evening mounting the stamps in
special Jubilee Albums, with a messenger
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Fig 3 Upper right corner block of the 1d. valu
showing blob of colour on top left label and
missing shading on top row of stamps
(enlarged below)
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South Africa

from the Embassy waiting, as the stamps
had to go to Germany that night,. by
couricr, in a special bag. Tt was stated that
one set was for Hitler and the remainder for
other members of the Government.

Bantam sheet sizes

The 4. and 1d. were printed in sheets of
360 stamps in units of three, with 20
horizontal rows of 18. The lllzd., 92d. and
6d. had 240 stamps in units of two, with 20
rows of 12. The 3d. and 4d. had 360 stamps
in units of three, with 18 rows of 20. Finally,
sheets of the 1s. consisted of 240 stamps in
units of two with 12 rows of 20. The 3d., 4d.
and ls. were printcd in horizontal format,
the rest vertical.

Slogans

Study of the marginal slogans helps to
identify individual printings. Two margins
of the sheets were inscribed alternately in
English and  Afrikaans, BUY UNION
LOAN CERTIFICATES and KOOP
UNIE LENINGSERTIFICAT. The slo-
gans were repeated three times along the
length of a sheet. The other margins were
perforated or rouletted through to give a
space the same size as an individual stamp.
Each of these bore alternately the slogans:
MAKE NATIONAL SECURITY YOUR
OWN/BUY UNION LOAN CERTIFIC-
ATES or DRA NASIONALL VEILIG-
HEID OP U HART/KOOP UNIE-
LENINGSERTIFIKATE. There were two
settings of these unusual labels or tabs. The
first where the language used on the tab was
the same on the adjacent stamp, for ex-
ample the 1d. The other setting had a tab
and stamp with the two different languages
side by side, for example the 1d. value.

Misplaced slogans

The words CERTIFICATES or SERTI-
FIKATE, from the foot of the marginal
slogan, appeared by mistake on stamps from
the top row of some sheets of every value.
This crror was
misplacement.

caused by perforation

Printings and shades

3d. There were five separate printings of the
3d. They were all from the same stamp
cylinder (No 40), with four different
cylinders being used for the marginal
inscriptions (3, 6, 7 and 9). It is the latter
that help to differentiate the printings. The
first two printings may be identified by any
marginal copy as the colour of the slogan is
the same as the stamp. These vary from
blue-green to yellow-green. To split the first
from the sccond printing it is necessary (o
have a marginal strip of three from the top
right-hand corner of a sheet (Row 1/16-18).
A blob of colour shows in the marginal tab
or label, just above Row 1/16 on sheets from
the first printing only (Fig 3). Part I and
Commonwealth describe  the October 1942
release as blue-green (SG 97 and CW S24)
and the March 1943 issuc as green and deep
green respectively (97a and S24d). Both

Fig 4 (below) Pair of ;d. stamps from the
fourth printing showing retouched corne
Fig 5 (right) Upper right corner block of
the fifth printing of the 3d. value showin
revised marginal inscription
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were from the first printing. The July 1944
release which SGdeseribe as greenish-bluc
(97b) and Commonwealth as deep greenish
blue (S24f), were from the second printing.
The third and fourth printings, in shades of
blue-green, had marginal inscriptions
printed in violet. Once again, a stamp
from the top row with the slogan attached
helps to identify these printings. If the
shading in the top right corner above the
value tablet is missing then the stamp came
from the third printing released in Novem-
ber 1944. This defect occurred all along the
top row of stamps and is also present on top
rows from the first and second printings but,
of course, does not help as an identifying
feature for them. The missing shading,
visible in Fig 3, was corrected for the fourth
printing in blue-green which appeared in
March 1945 (Fig 4). Finally, side marginal
picces are needed to determine the differ-
ence between the fourth and fifth printings
as the slogans were replaced by two parallel
lines intersected by the figure 360 on the
latter (Fig 5) released in October 1945.

1d. There were four printings from two
cylinders for the stamps (6922 and 6936)
and four for the slogans (6-9). The first
printing, from Cylinder 6922 with a fine
mesh screen, was in shades of carmine (SG
98, carmine-red, CW S25, carmine). It was
released on 5 January 1943. The other three
printings came from Cylinder 6936, which
had a coarser mesh. (Readers are referred to
Chapter 9 of Fundamentals of Philately should
they wish to read an erudite description of
the intricacies of rotary photogravure
printing). Slogans once again help to sort
out the printings; stamps and slogans were
printed in the same colour for the first, for
the second the slogans were printed in
violet, for the third the side marginal
slogans were replaced by parallel lines and
numerals in purple. The fourth printing was
a little more complicated. The inscriptions
in the margins were printed in the same
colour as the stamps, but can be separated
from the first printing because of the less
clearly defined design from the coarse
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cylinder. The only other listed shade in Part
! and Commonwealth is bright carmine
(March 1944), this also came from the
first printing. It is interesting that the other
shades of carmine from the three later
printings have not caught the eye of the
cataloguc editors.

13d. T'wo cylinders were used to print the
two printings (7019 and 43) in conjunction
with one cylinder for the slogans (1). A tiny
identilying feature to determine the differ-
ence between the printings was a tiny spot
between the top and centre prong of the
right hand marginal arrow. This, most
probably occurred on the second printing
(Fig 6). Red-brown (Part 1) or reddish
brown (Commonwealth) arc the catalogue
descriptions.

2d. There were five printings from two
stamp cylinders (6931 and 39) used with
four cylinders for the data in the margins
(1 4). With the use of a magnifying glass it
is possible 10 see the finer mesh on stamps
printed from Cylinder 6931 for the first two
printings compared with the mesh on the
other three printed from Cylinder 39. Yet
again, marginal slogans come into their own
to sort out the first two printings. This time
it is necessary o have either a top or bottom
marginal copy. If the stamp is in Afrikaans
and the slogan in English then it came from
the first printing. However, should the
language match on the stamp and slogan
then the answer is the second printing. For
the third printing with coarse screening it is
necessary to have a side marginal piece.
This will show slogans in the left and right
margins for the third printing and numerals
and parallel lines for the fourth and fifth. To
separate the last two can only be done by
comparing the side marginal arrows. In the
fourth printing there was a clear break in
the double lines measuring the width of a
stamp either side of the arrow, whereas for
the final printing the gap was filled by the
lines and numerals 240. Part I uses violet to
describe the February 1943 release and
reddish violet for the June 1943 release;
both from the first printing. Commonwealth
prefers purple-violet for the February issue
and violet for the January 1945 release, the
fourth printing, followed by violet for the
fifth printing relcased in April 1945, The
pale and dark shades from the other two
printings are ignored. Finally, whatever the
printing, the stamps and slogans are the
same colour.

3d. This value is uncomplicated. Only
one cylinder (7014) was used for the stamp.
There were three printings cach with a
different marginal cylinder (6, 7 and 9).
The first printing (October 1942) had blue
stamps with marginal data in slighdy
different shades. Part I only lists blue and
this date. Commonwealth agrees, but allocates
dull blue to a release in 1944 which was
from the sccond printing. The last printing
was in October 1945 and marginal copies
can be picked out as the slogans were
replaced by paralleled lines and the
numerals 360 (on top and bottom margins).

4d. It is easy o sort out the two printings,
both from the same cylinder (54), with two
marginal cylinders (6 and 7). The first was
slate-green with marginal slogans in the
same colour and the second in blue-green
with the slogans in violet.

6d. Identification of the three printings
from Cylinder 6916 does not present a
problem when marginal copies from  the
top or bottom of the shect are available. For
the first printing the English stamp was
attached to an Afrikaans slogan label or
vice-versa. The opposite was the case for the
second printing. The third printing had the
same combination as the second, but the
side margins displayed parallel lines and
figures. As an additional clue they were
printed in violet rather than the orange
used for the first two. Part I only lists orange
for the October 1942 first printing. Common-
wealth prefers deep orange and adds dull
orange for the March 1945 issue, which was
from the third printing. In comparison the
second printing (May 1944) was red-
orange.

1s. One stamp cylinder (46) was used for
both printings but cach had a different
slogan cylinder (1 and 2). The stamps
are inscribed bilingually. Single marginal
copies from the top or bottom of a sheet
help to determine the printing. The feet of
the letters of the ‘BUY UNION .. slogan
are very close to the perforation holes on
sheets from the first printing (2§mm). In
contrast, the letters are well clear on the
second printing (6mm). However, corner
blocks reveal an indisputable answer. In the
first printing (November 1942) the first
slogan by R1/1 was in English and the last
by R1/20 was in Afrikaans. This order
was reversed for the other printing (August
1944). Part 1 uses brown and Commonwealth
lists chocolate for colour description and
only mentions the November date. Choc-
olate seems the better choice, with the
second printing in deep brown.

Albino stamps

Robson Lowe in his Encyclopaedia, first
published in 1949, listed a complete block
of four of the 2d. as albino. It was rated as
valuable and at the time this, meant
somewhere between five guineas and
twenty pounds. The ad. as a triplet and in
partial albino form was priced in the same
range.

Varieties

3d. Stamp Collecting (18 December 1943)
carried a report from Mr B J Tay of
Emsworth, Hampshire about the missing
shading in the top right corner of the ad.
value. This was described in an earlier
paragraph. Commonwealth includes the defect
as well as the later repair, described as
‘Background Added’. However, the listing
does not accurately record the sequence of
cvents as the repair is shown under the
October 1942 and July 1944 issues. R2/3
features “The Piked Helmet—a streak of
colour rises from the helmet of one of the
soldiers (Fig 7). It was never corrected. A
white spot occurred under the N of
REVENUL, close to the bayonet of the
soldier on the left (Fig 8a) and another can
be found in the background level with
POSTAGE (Fig 8b). A coloured spot
above the two Es of POSSEEL, with a
green mark in the bottom margin also
affected another position (Fig 8c). They all
appear to be reasonably constant, but
remain unplated.
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= 1d. (Fig 11) and, the last, a chipped lower

@ies

1d. Mention was made in Stamp Magazine
(September 1956) of a ‘Chevron on Nurse’s
Arm’ on R13/14 (Fig 9a). This is not a good
description as the flaw is a long line
accompanied by three dots to the right
and a slightly curved vertical dash to the
left, on the upper arm. Other reports
described a large red mark on the nurse’s
cap on R9/15 (Fig 9b) and a white spot
opposite the nurse’s elbow on R20/16 on
sheets printed from Cylinder 6936 (Fig 9c).
Other minor varieties can be found and,
although seemingly constant, have yet to be
plated. The first is a spot on the wrist (Fig
9d). The second shows a pair of chevrons on
the arm (Fig 9e). The third is a broken T of
SOUTH (Fig 10). The fourth is another
white spot (Fig 9f), the fifth a spot on the

left corner of the value tablet which is very
easy to identify.

13d. The ‘Missing Bdckground affected
stamps in the top row in the same manner
as the 4d. It is listed by Commonwealth as
S26a. The right side of alternate stamps
from the right vertical row sometimes
appeared very pale. This particularly
affected the left shoulder of the airman. It
has been stated that a ‘Swarm of Bees’
appeared on R1/6 from the first issuc. Four
other constant varieties occurred on sheets
from the sccond printing. On R1/3 the
letters F and R of AFRICA were joined.
This, together with the missing background,
is visible in the accompanying photograph
(Fig 12) and is also illustrated as Fig I3.
R1/9 displayed a white spot on the forearm
over C of AFRICA (Fig I4) and a short
curly white mark occurred at the side of the
face on R3/11 (Fig 15a). A most casily scen
mark affected R13/3 -it looks like a long
chin-strap from the airman’s helmet flying
in the breeze (Fig 15b). Finally, an ‘Elbow’
appeared on the S of SUID (Fig 16). This
has not been positioned.

* Posrace

2d. A ‘Star’ below POSSEEL on R/l
affected all printings of the 2d. (Fig 17).
Three stamps on sheets from the first two
printings showed flaws. First, a white mark,
rather like a letter W, showed between 2d.
and POSSEEL on RI3/l (Fig 18a).
Secondly, some more white marks ap-
peared below POSSEEL and level with
cap on R14/6 (Fig 18b). These marks have
been described as an Ostrich's footprint, for
those familiar with the bird! Thirdly, a very
noticeable dark mark above the D of 2d.
converted the value into 2s.6d. on R19/1
(Fig 19). The following flaws have been
noted and most probably came from the
other three printings. On R12/5 a large dot
appeared to the upper right of the D of 2d.
and well to the left of POSTAGE (Fig 20).
Another smaller dot also occurred in the
same arca, but has not been positioned (Fig
21), while on RI12/11 an almost vertical
mark occurred on the sailor’s cap (Fig 22a).
On R15/12 white marks appearced between
2d. and SOUFH (Fig 23%/\11 attractive
white ‘Cockade’ or mark attachced itself to
the right tip of the sailor’s cap on R16/7
under the AG of POSTAGE (kg 18). R18/
7 and 8 make a nice pair—18/7 has a
button affixed to the cap (Fig 22b) and 18/8
has a very strong horizontal line from the
side of the head, mid-way between the ear
and the top of the cap, to the frame (Fig
22c). Finally, a ‘wandering hairline’ de-
serves to be mentioned. It is a vertical line
that can be found in many different
positions and is at its most striking when it
passes through the white cap on the sailor’s
head. Other small unpositioned varieties
occurred, such as a large white dot in
the background below 2d. level with the
sailor’s nose, a white dot by the left margin

close to 2d, a white dot on the P of

POSSELL, a smudge under 2d. affecting
the top of the cap and a vertical dash

‘through the 2.
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Fig 26
Loss of
{ shading,
bottom
row

Fig 27
(below
left)
Mark in
top
margin
Fig 28
(bottom
right)
Loss of
shading,
top row
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Sourh Africa

Fig 12 f and r of Africa joined

3d. Two minor varictics mentioned in
Stamp_Magazine occurred on all printings.
The first, on R6/20, where the C in
AFRICA is unusually tall (Fig 24) and the
second, a ‘Bluc 3" on R18/19 (Fig 25).

4d. Loss ofshading affected the lower left
corner of all stamps in the bottom row (Fzg
26).

Is. A brown streak in the margin above
R1/18 to 20 affected both printings (Fig 27).
R1/18 and particularly 1/19 have darkened
top right corners. Missing background
shading along the upper edge of R1/6 to
12 helps to identify the second printing (/g
28). It is listed by Commonwealth (S31h).
R8/2 can be picked out without any trouble
as it carries a distinctive smudged mark
from the foot of the L. of POSSEEL towards
POSTAGE (Fig 29). The ‘Bursting Shell’ on
R11/20 has also achieved listed status in
Commonwealth as CW S31a (Fig 30).

South West Africa

Printing Varieties. The varicties previ-
ously described for the South Africa issue
did, of course, occur on the relevant sheets
overprinted for usc in South West Africa.
Misplaced Overprint. Commonwealth lists
the 2d. value with the overprint in the
middle of the stamp (CW S29c¢).
Overprint Size. The overprint on the 15d.
and Is. values was larger than on the others,
however, the 1944 release of the ls. was
overprinted with the normal smaller sized
letters. Rol)snn Lowe quotes the sizes as
9mm and 79mm Commonwealth notes that
the overprint for the October 1942 issue of
the 6d. differed from that in 1945. The S of
the latter being slightly broader than before
and the W a fraction narrower. Part 1 adds
that, in addition, there is more space
between the letters.

Inverted Overprints. These occurred on
the 4d., 6d. and both sized overprints of the
Is.

Epilogue
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Since writing Part 37, which described the
first war effort issuc in large format, I have
seen a newspaper cutting taken from the
Evening Post in South Africa dated 15
February 1958. It reported the sudden
death in Maritzburg of “The Nurse on the
stamp’-—Mrs Barbara Friedlander, for-
merly Miss Barbara Palmer. Both she and
her sister lived in Queenstown before they
became nurscs. The report went on to say
that it was while nursing at Roberts Heights
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that the famous war artist Neville Lewis
asked Barbara Palmer to agree to represent
a typical South African Nursing Sister in a
series of paintings, commissioned by the
government, as a tribute to the men and
women in the armed services. The portrait
was, of course, eventually incorporated into
the design of the 1d. war effort stamp. The
Evening Post noted that she served in the
desert for five years and married Dr Frank
Friedlander in 1945. They had three
children—]ennifer, Basil and Carol.

In addition to the cutting, some copics of
the varieties mentioned, but not illustrated
in Part 37, have come my way. It is
appropriate that the first is the ‘White
Flag on the Ambulance’ on the 1d. value
at R2/12 (Fig 31). The ‘V’ sign on the 13d.
at R16/8 is most distinctive and cuts the
right shoulder of the airman above the
left-hand aircraft (Fig 15c). The ‘White
Spot in the Cloud’, reported to be on R18/
8, is not as clear. It shows just above the
whitish cloud above the right shoulder (Fig
15d). A strong green dot, located in the top
right corner is easy to pick out (Fig le).
This cannot be positioned, but appears to
be reasonably constant. *Two Green Dots’
in the sky just above the right shoulder
feature as another minor varicety. It has
been positioned at R20/11 (Fig 13f). A
noticeable ‘Green Dash’ also occurs on
several copies in much the same position,
but is, as yet, unplated (Fig 15g). The
‘Sparks above the Flame of the Welding
Torch’ on R1/19 of the 6d. can now be
illustrated (Fig 32), thanks to Mr Jack
Wright, a reader of GSM and a member
of the King George VI Collectors’ Society.
In addition, thanks to him illustrations of
“The Tank Firing’ on R2/6 of the ls. (Fig
33) and ‘The line in Front of the Tank’ on
R20/5 (Fig 34) on the same value are
included. It is worth noting that the line
of ‘gunfire’ on R2/6 continues on to clip the
north-east corner of R2/5 and on that stamp
a very prominent mark, immediately to the
right of the armoured car, is casy to pick out
(Fig 35). Perhaps this could be the muzzle of
another tank or even a shell caught in mid-
flight! He also sent a single copy of the 2d.
value with a strong vertical mark through
2d. (Fig 36)—this has yet to be plated.
Finally, a belated correction and apology
has to be made. It concerns the white spot
on the H of SOUTH affecting the 1s.3d.
mentioned in Part 37. This minor variety
occurred on R3/2 and not 2/3 and can now
be illustrated (Fig 37).

Part 39 (GSM  February 1996) will consider
some of the varieties to be found on the
commemorative issues of Southern Rhodesia
during the reign of King George V1.

The King George VI Collectors’
Society holds three meetings each
year at the British Philatelic Centre,
107 Charterhouse Street, London.
Additional meetings are also held
elsewhere in the United Kingdom.
Details of membership can be
obtained from The General
Secretary, 98 Albany, Manor Road,
Bournemouth, BH1 3EW.
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