KING GEORGE VI VARIETIES

Richard Lockyer ose

Part 30—Nauru, New Guinea and Papua,

The Influence of Photogravure

1937 Coronation

It may scem strange to begin an article on King George VI varieties by referring to the
Great Britain definitives of King Edward VIII released in 1936, but they had an influence
on the appearance of the 1937 King George VI Coronation stamps issued for Nauru, New
Guinea and Papua, the three Australian Dependencies. Besides this the GB stamps were
important in their own right as, in John Easton’s words, in his book British Postage Stamp
Design they helped to mark the ‘Birth of Photogravure’ in Great Britain, where the first
definitives printed by this process had come into use in 1934. The Seychelles and Virgin
Islands followed suit in 1938 with Mauritius, North Borneo and a replacement set for

Seychelles in the early 1950s.

A quick look at the background to the
stamps featuring King Edward VIII will not
come amiss. The design had been kept
secret until 26 August 1936 when three of
the four values were displayed at a preview
for the press, who were told that the
stamps would be on sale on 1 September.
This missing value was, presumably, the
1d., as it was not released until 14
September. The design was based on a
suggestion made by Mr H J Brown of
Torquay to the Post Office Authorities and
sent on by them to Harrison and Sons, the
security printers. It was a break with the
past. and reflected a desire to take full
advantage of photogravure. A photograph
by Hugh Cecil Portraits Ltd was used and its
treatment, converting it into a bust in the
Formal Style by abruptly severing the neck,
reminded Easton of the work of the
guillotine. Nevertheless, in his eyes the
strength of the design stemmed from the
bold decision to dispense with all the
panelling and ornament in the back-
ground. In addition, Harrison had gained
approval to use only the word POSTAGE. A
battle that had been fought unsuccessfully
for many years by De La Rue and Perkins
Bacon. This also helped to simplify matters.
Easton was not impressed by the small
crown floating in the top right corner. This
was part of Brown'’s originaf suggestion, but

' Easton considered that its use to balance the

figure of the value in the top left corner was'

almost ridiculous. On the other hand, I can
recall being told as a young collector that
the crown’s position signified that King
Edward VIII had yet to be crowned. It was
certainly an ill-omen as later events proved.

The Abdication
The King's affair with Mrs Wallis Simpson,
although receiving considerable press
coverage in the USA during 1936 was not
widely known in the United Kingdom
outside Court, Government and Social
circles. This changed on 1 December 1936
when the Bishop of Bradford, Dr A W F
Blunt chose to take it upon himself in an
open address to recall the King to his
Christian duties. This earned him the
sobriquet ‘The Blunt Instrument’ from
Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister, as it
was quickly taken as a reference to the
affair, rather than an innocent call by the
Bishop for the King to attend Sunday

church services. On the following day
provincial newspapers carried comment
about the long-suppressed story and on 3
December Fleet Street followed suit. At
1.52 p.m. on Friday, 11 December 1936,
Prince Albert, Duke of York became King
George VI on the abdication of his elder
brother. This thus leads back in a circuitous
way to the topic of this series and the
scathing remarks from Easton: ‘The Cor-
onation issues of the Australian Dependen-
cies reflect all the faults of Harrison’s
Edward VIII design and reproduce none of
its virtues. Recess is not a suitable process
for imitating rotary photogravure.’

The Work of John Ash

John Ash, the Australian Note and Stamp
Printer, was responsible for the special four
value Coronation issue recess-printed at the
Commonwealth Treasury, Melbourne for
Nauru, New Guinea and Papua. It was one
of ten security printers in four countries
used to produce the Coronation series in
1937. Mr John Ash, born in Perth, Scotland,
had been the printing manager for De La
Rue before taking up his appointment in
Australia in 1927. He was the first to take 2
real interest in the quality of Australian
stamps and the change over from letter-
press (electrotype and steel plate) to recess
printing (flat plate and then rotary) was
effected in the early 1930s. He was to retire
from the Commonwealth Bank in April
1940 and GSM commended him, at the
time, for his influence that had resulted in
a considerable improvement in the appear-
ance of Australian and Papuan stamps.

The John Ash Design

Easton considered that the effect of the
design for the Coronation stamps showing
the engraving of the ‘Formal’ portrait facing
left, against a line background, with some
shading behind the King’s features to give
them life, was, on the whole, exceedingly
bare. He believed that the designers had
been impressed by the King Edward VIII GB
values and had attempted to produce, by
engraving, the nuances of shade repro-
duced so easily by photogravure. He
considered the words ‘POSTAGE’ or
‘POSTAGE AND REVENUE' were poorly
placed and did not balance anything else,
while ‘CORONATION OF KING GEORGE
V1.’ was ‘a mouthful, even without the full

stop and is none the more tasty for being
engraved in small lettering beneath the
King’s head. ‘Finally, in his view the name
of the Dependencies in small white block
letters floated about ‘ in the waste above the
King's head.’ In sum, the Ash design was 2
severe disappointment.

General Printing Details
Unwatermarked, thick, white wove paper,
perforated 11 line was used for the three
sets. Robson Lowe in Volume IV of his
Encyclopaedia describes the paper as calen-
dered for Nauru and highly chalk-surfaced
for Papua. The size of the sheets differs
from any other Coronation issue: sheets of
forty (cight horizontal rows of five) for
Nauru and Papua and thirty (six horizontal
rows of five) for New Guinea. They are of
interest to collectors of miniature sheets
because of this format. The imprint JOHN
ASH/AUSTRALIAN NOTE AND STAMP
PRINTER’ appears in the lower margin
under the last two stamps. The left vertical
leg of ‘H’ of ‘ASH’ scems to have a constant
break or severe weakness (Fig 7). One or
two coloured dots occur under the word
‘AND’ and can be used to distinguish
different plates. C P Rang, having exam-
ined much material during the summer of
1937 concluded in GSM in September that
the dots and the variation in their position
made it possible to identify all the plates
used. Furthermore, by means of marginal
scratches extending into the side margins it
was possible to say that some pancs were
printed in pairs, with the left pane being
annotated ‘A’ and the right ‘B’. He was not
able to confirm this for the Nauru 23d. and
1s., the New Guinea 5d. and 1s. or the
Papua 2d. and found no evidence to suggest
that ‘one dot’ and ‘two dot’ panes were
from the same plate. In November Rang
confirmed the identification of two panes
for the Nauru 1s. and four panes for the
New Guinea 1s. He contended that there
seemed little doubt that all the Coronation
stamps for the three Dependencies had
been printed from four panes and their
existence would soon be confirmed. This
has not happened, at least in my experi-
ence, and the notes on plate identification
that follow reflect this. However, I do hope
that any collector with further information
will not hesitate to pass it to the Editor. It is
apposite to warn that sometimes a coloured
dot has been replaced by a perforation hole.

Further details of the King George VI
Collectors’ Society can be obtained
from The General Secretary, King
George VICS, 24 Stourwood Road,
Bournemouth, BH6 3QP.
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Nauru

Plate ldentification. The four values were
released on 10 May 1937. Commonwealth
gives the following numbers issued: 3d.,
532,000. 2d., 490,000. 23d., 500,000. Is.,
480,000. Four different panes can be
identified for the 2d. and two panes for
each of the others. They can be classified as
follows: 11d., 1A has one dot 23mm below
the ‘N’ of ‘AND’, for 1B the distance is
2mm. 2d., 1A, a dot below the left leg of ‘N’
of ‘AND’, for 1B a dot below the middle of
the ‘N’. 2A, two dots 2jmm below ‘AND’
and 2B two dots 2mm below. Fortunately,
it is not necessary to measure the difference
as on 2B a thin horizontal guide-line runs
1mm below and between Row 8/4-5. 23d.,
1A one dot below the left leg of ‘N’ of
‘AND’, while on 1B the dot is below and
between the ‘A’ and ‘N’. A faint horizontal
scratch also shows above and to the left of
‘JOHN ASH’ on 1A, 1s., the one dot on 1A is
2mm below and slightly to the right of the
left leg of ‘N’ of ‘AND’, on 1B the dot is
2imm below and under the left leg of the
‘N’. A fine scratch in the corner of the
bottom right margin of 1A continues into
the left margin of 1B.

Varieties. 13d. It was noted in Stamp Collecting
(2 October 1937) that spurs were present at
the ends of the stroke between *1’ and ‘2’ in
*3d.’ This affects every stamp on both panes
and points to a master dic defect. On 1B,
two spots disfigure the forehead of the King
on R5/2 (Fig 2) 2}d. On R3/1 from 1A the
diagonal lines of shading in the top left
corner are doubled and the horizontal lines
are thicker than normal. Light vertical
scratches start in R2/1, continue into R3/1,
" 4/1, 5/1, 711 and 8/1. Major horizontal
scratches occur in the margin above R1/2-
4. On 1B, a re-entry affects the top right
upper frame line on R4/4 (Fig 3). It is listed,
but unplated, in the Commonwealth catalogue
(CWS3a) and gave rise to comment in Slamp
Collecting as early as July 1937. 1s. R7/4 on
1A suffered slight damage to the plate as an
clliptical spot appears adjacent to the left
frame line level with the top of the King's

head (Fig 4).

New Guinea
Plate ldentification. The four stamps were
not put on sale until 18 May 1937 and were
withdrawn on 31 December. In 1938 Tke

Australian Stamp Journal reported the follow-
ing numbers sold: 2d., 532,304. 3d.,
578,299. 5d., 457,698. 1s., 464,443.
These figures are listed By Robson Lowe
as numbers issued, but Commonwealth notes
numbers issued as 532,500, 490,500,
504,000 and 480,000 respectively. Four
plates have been identified for each value
and it is a challenge in the 1990s to
assemble an example of each one. It is
easier to collect imprint pairs and blocks.
Identification features are as follows: 2d.,
1A has one dot almost under the right leg of
the ‘N’ of ‘AND’, while on 1B the dot is
under the left leg (there are also some fine
scratches around it). In addition, the right
margin of panes from 1A has vertical
weaving scratch marks. Faint horizontal
scratches also show over R1/1-2 and
across the bottom margin. On 2A there
are two dots below ‘AND’ and a horizontal
line through ‘ASH’. The two dots on 2B are
also below ‘AND’, but arec morec widely
spaced and scratches affect ‘JO’ and ‘N’ of
‘JOHN'. 3d., 1A has one dot 2mm below the
‘N’ of ‘AND’, on 1B the dot is similarly
positioned, but }mm lower. Marginal
scratches in the right margin of 1A and
the left of 1B help identification on the lines
described by Rang. Panes from 2A have two
dots below ‘AND’, with the right dot
exactly under the right leg of ‘N’. On 2B
the two dots are more to the right. The best
example of marginal scratches extending
into the adjacent pane affects 2A and 2B,
where a heavy scratch under the imprint on
2A leads into the bottom margin of 2B
under R6/1-3. 5d., 1A has a dot below ‘N’
of ‘AND’ which is slightly right of centre.
On 1B the dot is more to the left. An
interesting feature of the imprint on 1B is
the second horizontal bar to the ‘H’ of
‘JOHN’ (Fig 5), doubling of the top bar of the
‘E’ of *NOTE’ (Fig 6) and the vertical of the
‘D’ of ‘AND’ (Fig 7). 1s., 1A has one dot
below and centre left of the ‘N’ of ‘AND’
while 1B has a dot below and to the left of
the left leg. On early panes a horizontal
scratch or guide-line in the right margin of
1A level with the upper frame of R4/5 leads
into the margin of 1B by R4/1. Vertical
scratches eventually appear in the left
margin of 1B. Identification of 2A and 2B
present complications. New Guinea is the
only Dependency for which Robson Lowe
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lists plate numbers in volume IV of his
Encyclopaedia. He mentions four for each of
the 2d., 3d. and 5d. values, but only 1A and
1B for the 1s. However, as Rang found (GSM
November 1937) panes can be found with
two dots below the imprint. To determine
the difference between 2A and 2B is
difficult as the dots appear identical. In
fact Rang did not remark on any difference
describing them both as ‘two dots below
AN’. He did point out, however, that the
two panes could be identified because
several plate scratches affected ‘JOHN
ASH’ on 2A and two vertical scratches in
the top margin above R1/2 and 1/4
identified 2B. These features are a help,
except that not all panes from 2B show the
scratches. It also means that complete panes
are needed. Fortunately, additional aid is
available as the imprint on 2B carries two
very faint extra dots; the first just under and
to the right of ‘N’ in ‘AUSTRALIAN’ and the
second over the right vertical on ‘N’ of
‘PRINTER’. The dots do not appear on 2A.
In addition, in the margin below R6/2 on 2B
there are two faint semi-circular scratches,
whereas under the same impression from
2A there are three faint horizontal scratches
in a slightly higher position. Finally, outside
the right frame of R6/4 on 2B there are
several vertical scratches. These are absent
from 2A. Other scratches also exist which
are present on one pane but not the other.
In fairness it has to be said that it is virtually
impossible in 1993 to state when all these
scratches happened, but added together
they are of help to differentiate 2A from 2B.
The Imperforate 3d. Variety. In December
1937 it was noted in GSM that Stanley
Gibbons had a complete sheet of the New
Guinea 3d. Coronation printed from Plate 2
with the first vertical row of stamps
imperforate on the left. They had no
copies for sale! In Stamp Collecting dated 8
February 1963 it was reported that 2a
complete sheet of the New Guinea 3d.
Coronation had been acquired by Muscott’s
of Godalming with the entire vertical row
of perforations between the margin and
first (left-hand) vertical row of stamps
completely missing. The sheet had come
from a collection and the page on which it
had been mounted had been endorsed,
‘Believed to be the only complete sheet in
existence, the only other sheet known
having been broken up’. Readers were
asked for comment. Confirmation of the
facts came from E M Berry of Lytham St
Anne’s who wrote in the 15 February
edition that:

‘Two sheets of the variety, but dissimilar as
a result of irregular cutting of the side
margins, were found in my supply of the
stamps during the summer of 1937 by Mr
H F Johnson, who called in to sec me onc
afternoon at 32 Strand and looked through
the remainder of my stamps for plating
purposes. As a2 matter of intcrest, he found
that four plates were used for the printing
of the sheets of 120, later cut into four
panes of 30 cach, and in the process of
examining every sheet he turned out these
two sheets with the side margin imperf.
One was sold intact to a collector in -
Croydon whose name I forget, the other
sheet was broken up, the topmost two
rows, with full margins going to the
Buckingham Palace Collection. As far as I
remember this was the only multiple, the
remainder going as single strips.’
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A photograph of the full pane, attributed
to H F Johnson, is shown in Fundamentals of
Philately by L N and M Williams, where it is
described as ‘Sheet Partly Imperforate.
“‘Imperforate (2) (b)”’. The failure to
perforate being assigned as an error of
omission by an operative. It is most
probable, if not certain, that the photo-
graphed sheet was the one offered for sale
by Muscott’s in 1963 and originally sold by
Johnson to the unknown collector in
Croydon.

The 3d. imperforate variety is listed in
Commonwealth (CWS2a) and priced at £400
mint. a bottom left marginal corner pair
realised £495 at the T D Barber sale at
Christie’s on 14 March 1990. The remark in
both the Commonwealth and Christie’s cata-
logues that only a single sheet existed must
be judged incorrect bearing in mind the
evidence that has been offered. It appears
that the Johnson/Muscott sheet was unique
(priced at £200 in 1963), with four single
examples available from the second broken
sheet. But does the full sheet still exist...?
The 5d. Major Re-entry. The re-entry on R5/2
from 2A attracted very brief mention in
Stamp Collecting on 4 September 1937.
However, in October Rang devoted almost
an entire page of GSM to what he described
as ‘perhaps the finest re-entry of all time’.
He reported that it had been discovered by
Mr P E Reid and Rang’s descriptive
explanation cannot be bettered:

‘re-entries have hitherto generally been
known as duplications of only the deeper
parts of the die and then only to affect a
section of a stamp. But in the present case
the whole of the design is duplicated even
to the  shallowest lines. So clear and
complete are the two impressions that this
stamp might easily be thought to have
passed twice through the press. The re-
entered impression is a fraction of a
millimetre away from the first entry in a
horizontal direction. This direction ac-
counts for the duplication of the horizontal
lines in the background being only visible as
an extension of their length. On the other
hand, the doubling of all vertical lines show
up very strongly; the letters of ““TERRIT-
ORY OF NEW GUINEA" and “POSTAGE”
each having a distinct outline while those of
*“5d’’. and ‘““CORONATION OF KING
GEORGE VI being solid are affected
differently and only appear to be thick-
ened. The upright lines forming the profile
and the back of the neck are clearly
duplicated; the dots of shading on the
neck being perhaps the most distinct of
all. The hair which is made up mainly of
vertical lines has as a result become almost
solid colour, the greater thickness of ink in
this region imparting a deeper and richer
green to the head than the normal stamp.
This, in combination with the greater
thickness of the letters “CORONATION
OF KING GEORGE VI causes the stamp
to stand out quite prominently from its
neighbours when seen in a sheet or block.
The outstanding sharpness of this re-entry
is due in part to the beautiful printing of
this issue, but chiefly to the unusual fact
that no attempt appears to have been made
to remove the first entry before the second
was laid. Assuming that the plates were
used cqually, only 2,000 specimens of this
variety exist.”

The re-entry is listed in ‘Part 1’ (210a),
in Commonwealth (CWS3a) and by Robson

Fig.lO

Figll

Figl2

Lowe. Probably because of the favourable
publicity, positional examples are avail-
able—at a price. An unmounted full mar-

ginal block of four with the re-entry’

realised £44 at the Barber Sale. On a
personal note I find the duplicated lines of
the King's profile the best identifying
feature when examining single copies.
Based on the number of 5d. sold quoted
by the Australian Stamp Journal and
Rang’s assumption about plate usage 3814
examples could have been available. The
right-hand stamp of the pair shown in
colour on the front cover shows the major
re-entry.

The Sd. Minor Re-entry. A note in Stamp
Collecting (4 September 1937) mentioned a
re-entry on number 28 from Plate 1. It was
described as ‘Doubling of the design
upwards and slightly to the left. Particu-
larly noticeable in the lower portion of the
bust. Also recut of the left portion of the
two bottom lines of background’. The only
impression to match this description is R6/3
(i.e. number 28), 1A. The most significant,
and easily seen feature is an extra line at the
base of the neck (Fig 8). When this is picked
out the recutting of the two bottom lines,
particularly the thickening of the lower,
can be identified. The general doubling of
the design ‘upwards and slightly to the left’
is not discernible to my eye. However,
there is a faint trace of a horizontal line
above the upper frame and this corresponds
in distance to the extra line on the neck.
Varieties on the 1s. Robson Lowe adds a
second variety to his New Guinea section
covering the 1937 Coronation: ‘The 21st
stamp on Plate 1B of the 1s. is found in
three states normal; scratch behind the
King’s head, which is then retouched’. Figs
9 and 10 show the scratch and retouch. The
damage appears to have occurred fairly late
during printing as both varieties are hard to
find. There is a noticeable difference in
shade, sheets with the retouch are a much
deeper purple, having completely lost the
normal reddish tinge. L N and M Williams
state that an intermediate state between the
second and third was also discovered by H F
Johnson: ‘in this intermediate state what
later becomes a diagonal-line in the second
state, is no more that a dot or very short
line projecting from the back of the head’.
Further damage, in the form of a scratch,
which was not repaired, can be seen in the

hair about 3mm above the ear hole. and
extending diagonally upwards towards, but
stopping short of the back of the head. It is
at a slightly different angle to the mark
behind the head and needs a good glass to
identify. Some panes from 1A have a tiny
spot over the ‘T’ of ‘POSTAGE’ on R2/1 (Fig
11). Two of the horizontal lines of shading
behind the King's head on R4/2, 2A, appear
to have been strengthened (Fig 12).

Papua

Plate Identification. The set was issued on 14
May 1937 and withdrawn on 31 December.
Commonwealth lists the following numbers
issued: 1d., 500,000. 2d., 490,500. 3d.,
504,000. 5d., 480,000. In line with Nauru
four plates have been identified for the 2d.
and two for each of the other three values.
Identifying features are as follows; 1d., 1A
has one dot below the right leg of the ‘A’ of
‘AND’ and 1B a dot below the left leg. 2d.,
1A has one dot below and slightly to the left
of the centre of the ‘N’ in ‘AND’, while 1B
has a dot below and slightly to the right of
centre of the same ‘N’. 2A has two dots
below ‘AND’ with the right hand dot below
and between the ‘N’ and ‘D’. On 2B the
right dot is below the right leg of the ‘N’.
3d., 1A has one dot 2}mm below the left leg
of the ‘N” of ‘AND’ and on 1B the dot is
2imm below the same leg. Fortunately, a
vertical scratch from the right of ‘PRINTER’
up to the side of R8/5 and a bunch of small
scratches in the lower right corner of R7/5
also help to identify 1B. 5d. 1A has a dot
below the left leg of ‘N’ of ‘AND’ and 1B a
dot below the right leg of the ‘A’.

Incorrect Postmark. In February 1938 GSM
was officially informed by the Postmaster
that the postmark of 2 April on Coronation
covers emanating from Port Moresby was
an error for 2 June. An examination of
registered letter receipts for 2 June 1937
had shown that some were dated two
months earlier, which was before the
Coronation stamps had reached Port
Moresby from the printers. It was assumed
that when changing the dates on the
obliteration stamps, one was turned to
‘2AP’ instead of ‘2 JU'.

Varieties. The ‘Halo’ flaw on the 1d. affects
R5/2, Plate 1A. It is listed in the Common-
wealth Catalogue (CWS1a) and by Robson
Lowe. It was mentioned in ‘Through the
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Magnifying Glass’ in GSM in December 1937.
The variety appears as a crescent of lighter
tone in the background following the shape
of the back of the head. It is clearly visible
to the naked eye. Again, because of early
publicity, copies come up at auction. A re-
entry on the 5d. on R2/5 is listed by
Commonuwealth (CWS4a), where it is de-
scribed as ‘Doubling in the lower right
corner’ and also by Robson Lowe who says
‘right corner doubled'. I have not been able
to identify this re-entry on sheets from both
plates in my collection. However, Stamp
Collecting (4 September 1937) reported three
varieties on the Papua Coronation without
adding the value or values affected or plate
numbers. Fortunately, sufficient clues were
given to sort matters out. They all affect the
5d. The first, a slight re-entry in the upper
right corner can be found on R2/5, 1B (Fig
13). Although small, I have to wonder if this
is not the re-entry mentioned by Common-
wealth and Lowe, as it is the correct stamp, if
not the exact position described by the
former. The second, features recut diagonal
lines at the left about three millimetres from
the upper corner of R1/5, 1B. In addition, a
light vertical line joins the ends of the
horizontal lines of main shading (Fig 14).
Thirdly, similar strengthening of diagonal
lines of shading affect the impression to the
left of ‘PAPUA’ on R2/4, 1B (Fig 15).

v ¢
Revenue Earners

In October 1937 GSM reported that up to
about mid-August £40,000 worth of Papuan
Coronation stamps had been sold, repres-
enting a profit of £30,000 for the Depend-
ency. The sales totalled more than three
times Papua’s entire stamp receipts of any
previous year. This was in line with a report
in the Barbados Advocate about a speech by
the Acting-Governor of Barbados when he
had said that Post Office revenue for 1937
was higher than it had ever been and
amounted to £24,768. There had been a
record surplus of £8,805 due almost en-
tirely to Coronation stamp sales. An earlier
news item from Reuters had stated that at
the end of 1937 £1000 realised from the
sale of the stamps in Barbados had been
utilised to build a new school.

Part 31 (GSM February 1994) will examine
varieties 1o be found on the Barbados 1947 1d. on
2d. Surchbarge.
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