KING GEORGE VI VARIETIES

Part 24—New Zealand Peace Issue

Richard Lockyer ose

Continued

Part 23 (GS¥ February 1992) described the
varietics to be found on the '2d. and 3d.
values of the 1946 New Zealand Peace Issue
printed by Waterlow and Sons Ltd. This
section in the series will be concerned with
the ad.. 5d. and 6d. values printed by the
same security printer.

Four Pence

Shades. Bronze-green and orange was the
NZPO description. Commonuealth favours
olive and deep orange. “Part 17 agrees with
the NZPO and Robson Lowe keeps to green
and orange. The RPSNZ account in Tbe
Postage Stamps of Nr Zealand mentions that
eariy Cousigcranon was given by the
selection committee 10 old gold or khaki
for the frame colour. but having scen 3
proof the post office reverted to the
original chowce. bronze-green and orange
It also notes that there is a considerabie
variation of the trame colour with a portion
of the prinung in orange and another n 2
distinctive orange-vermilion. In addition.
where the inking was inefficient sheets
appeared in pale orange with paiches of
white where the colour was normally solid
The centre for the bulk of the printing was
bronze-green and did vary inointensity.
while it 1+ not unusual to find stamps
showing peculiar toning of the bottom of
the tank and tractor in the vignette. caused
by surplus 1nk not being removed properh
Campbell Patterson lists the shades as grev-
green and orange and  grev-green and
vermilion

Plate Numbers and Markings. Two centre
plates were made. numbered 42788 and
42780 and rwo frame phines, 2787 and
42795 Sheets show the conventionalhy
postioned  centre plate borizonual guide
lines between the seventh and aghth rows
at the Jowes right corner of the first stamp
and the lower icft on the cighth, sometumes
smmilar fant imes appear between the sixth
and seventh rows. Frame plate lines and
dots occur between the sixth and seventh
rows In addion. sheets trom FP 2798
show lines at cach ¢nd of the seventh and
caghth rows Vertical frame plate lines show
berween the middle stamps in the top and
bottom rows. Sheets printed from FP 42795
show a cross berween the seventh and
cighth rows and the fourth and fifth stamps.
On the other plate a vertical line replaces
the cross.

T-Marks. A sidewavs ‘“T-mark can be found
on R12/3 from CP 42788, The mark i~ on
the hill to the nght of the hav-stack cFe
Others sometimes occur in the centre of the
left edge ot the vignette. They are small and
well hidden. as the vertical line of the
sidewavs “T7 usually runs up the inner night
trame hine Nevertheless, they can be picked
out with the naked eve because of the
contrast in coiour The horizontal Jine is in
iine with the bne of shading that passes

The 5d. Peace stamp (SG 673) depicts the
cruiser HMS Achilles and tbe liner Dominion
Monasch. Tie 9d. =zd 6d. velzies (S5 672 &

674 are illusiratec or: our fron! coter

under the barrel of the tank’s gun. Witk 2
dotied line of shading immediately above
level with the muzzie (Fig 230 1 have
examples from the second. tourth and fifth
vertical columns of a sheet. The difterence
in size berween the two “T-muarks s
noteworthy, as s the constant break in
the horizontal on R12/5.

Centre Plate Varieties. On R10:72 trom CP
42788 the front of the tractor. the thatch
on the stack. the stubble 1o the night of the
tractor and the ploughed furrows in the
foreground together with the shading hnes
of the hill and the skv all show doubling.
thus indicating a re-entry (Fig ). A similar
instance of doubhing also aficcts R14 3 on
sheets trom CP 42789, but is more difhicult
to identify. R2/2 trom the same plate has
signs of doubling in front ot the wnk and
the inside of the et rront truck is durker
than normal Further along the row ot
seventh stamp. tie vertical iimes on the s
and the sloping hines at the 1op ol the two
havstacks show doubling. as well as the
furrows and stubble. under and near the
ractor which has a darker appearance
without the signs of definite doubimg
already noted on R1275 trom CP 42788

Other Varieties  Some sheets had doubic
pertorations on the top row and these arc
fisted by Campbell Patterson. the “Biurred
Centre” and “Watermark [nvernted” are abso
listed—all are highly rated.

Five Pence
Shades. The NZPO called the colours green
and ultramarine. Commonwealth and “Pari 1
accept green, but prefer bright uhiramanne
for the vignetie. Robson Lowe lists green
and blue and Campbell Patterson scicets
three shades of green 1o po wih unree
manne. They are: green, pale green and
emeraltl green. The RPSNZ notes that e
sclected colour tor the centre was biuish
green. but on issuced sheets this vanes trom
bluc-green 1o deep green The account aiso
notes that, i one sheer the centre
appuired 10 have more vellow ink, but an
addition the whole o! the design was

blurred and it has been suggested that this
was a2 double print, one impression being
albino’.

s
Plate Numbers and Markings. There were two
centre plates—42792 and 42849. and two
frame plates—i2794 and 42850. Sheets
show the usual plate markings.

T-Marks. On some sheets from FP 42794 2
short horizontal line shows adjacent 10 the
'V and ‘E’ of "REVENUE’ (Fig 4). These are
most prohably the remains of a sideways T
with the vertical well hidden in the wide
frame lines. Indeed. 1 have an example on
R0/ whers the sidzwavs 'T' shows clearly
tFig 5). On the other frame plate there are
similar lines to the right of the "S" and "T' of
‘POSTAGE on RY/6 and 10/6 (Fig 6).

Centre Plate Varieties. What was most
probably a deep scratch. aftecting RE
trom CP 42849, shows as a strong hne of
colour slanting to the et from the wop o
the mast of the NS Dominion Monarch into the
sei (Fig 7). Commomrealth ists the flaw and
calls it 'The Trailing Acrial’. In addition.
ciose scrutiny with a strong glass will reveal
that the vertical lings of the HMNZS Acbilies
arce slightdy doubled. causing the arca o
appeur darker than npormal. The same plawe
wias re-entered at R4/3 and doubling shows
i the lines of the sky. which have a tuzzy
appearance. and in the waves 1o the deft of
the Jominion Monarch. There is evidence of a
very strong re-entry on Ris rrom
CP 42792 where the bow. masi. super-
structure, funncls and smoke all show clear
doubling. The most pronuaent identitving
teature s the doubic bow tfg & Boas aiwavs
worth lookmng it wiower it corner biock
ot four or more...'

Frame Plate Varieties. Examples of retouch-
ing the horizontal lines above "NFW
ZEALAND  can be tound on sheets printed
trom FP 42850 The clearest occurs on R27
where there is a solid blob of colour over
NFT of "NEW (Fig 0 The bottom hnes on
RO 2 have been recut and are rennniseens o)
the Malia 1d. menuoned in Part 7 of this
series (GSM February TYRE) It s verny
difficuit 1o illustrate a well executed. but
identifiable. re-entry. Most of those that
follow affect cither the left or right side of
the design of the 5d. and Fig 10 and Fig 11
show the normal state. The strengthening
and doubling of the letters and frame lines
in the other illustrations can thus be
wentificd by companson. R10S7 shows
srong doubling on the right side o tix
mncer night trame hine, which i the
wentitving feature (Fg /2). while the detters
REVENUF are darker than normal and ti
right hemisphere shows shight doubhing
shght doubling also attects the inper frame
hne to the nght of "REVENUE on Rl4 0
FP 12794 was lso subject to retouching
or recutung and the shading hines above
NEW ZEALAND are evidence of this wath
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R8/1 2 good example (Fig 13). Similar repair
work affects all the impressions in the tenth
row. particularly the third (Fig 14) and sixth
stamps (Fig 15). as well as R14/5 and 15/5
where an extra inside frame line appears for
a short distance in the corner adjacent and
1o the right of the left hemisphere. The last
two are likely to be found without much
difficulty as they occur in an imprint block
of four. It must be emphasised that a good
plass is essential for easy identification of
what are skillful. but detectable examples of
an engraver's work. On 2 personal note |
stress the excellent characteristics of the
self-illuminating Ultra Lens. They were on
sale in the early 1950s and. these davs,
occasionally turn-up in mixed auction lots.
The lenses are of very high quality and the
heavily chromed barrel holding two batter-
ies, together with a custom made velvet
lined black oblong box looking as if it
should contain some sort of medical
equipment. makes it reasonably easy o
spot. But to return to FP 42794, on R™/3
the frame lines on the right and left are
doubled (Fig /6 and 17) and on R8/2 the lines
of shading in the right hemisphere are
similarly affected. R8/3 shows doubling on
both sides. om the righr traces aifect
‘REVENUT' and the inncrmost frame fine
(Fig 18). however, on the left the doubling is
more pronounced (Fig 7191, The whole of the
right side is doubled on R8T (Fig 201 and
underncath at R9™ "POSTAGE™ shows
clear doubling (Fig 275, Finally on R10O'4
'REVENUE' is affected in the same manner
tFig 22y,

Other Varieties. The RPSNZ noted that 'In
few sheets the centre was offset on the back
and one stamp has been found with an
oftset of the Dominion Monarch on the front.’
Campbell Patterson lists the former as well
as 'Double Perforations” and ‘Biurred
Centre (bright blue)'

Six Pence

Shades. Chocolate and scarlet-vermihon was
the official description, however, “Part i,
Robson Lowe and Commomwealth al} preter
chocolate and vermilion. Campbeli Patter-
son ofters two varmtions—chocolate and
vermilion and chocolate-brown and ver
milion. 1t is surprising that none ot the
catalogue editors hias mentioned 2 frame
shade thai can best be described as paic
vermilion

Plate Numbers and Markings. Two centre
plates—4 2851 and 42852, and twa frame
plates—42853 and 42854, were used. but
ver again do not show on printed sheets
The usuzal guide lines and marks help 1o
plate multiples and singles

Transfer Roller Defects. Defects or damage to
a transfer roller and their eftect on printung
has already been mentioned when describ-
ing the Fiji 2d. (GSM February 1987 The
New Zealand 6d. Peace issuc provides
another example. Waterlow and Sons 1old
the RPSNZ that. although two impressions
in the transter roller were laid down. they
believed that oniv one wis used tor making
the two frame plates. Furthermore. exam-
ination of the transfer roller had shown
flaws on onc impression where hines
forming part of the design had flaked oft
leaving insufficient depth to mmpress a deep
cnough cut in the phliate 1o print properiy

The affected arcas, where small rrame

breaks or very weak impressions occur (Fig
23) arc in the top right and bottom left
comers. Three states can be found. FP
42383 was the first 10 be laid down and
work commenced with R8/8 and when that
row was completed, continued with rows
below and above. Rows 6,7.8.9.10 and
R11/5-8 do not have any flaws and this
has been classified as Statc A (Fig 24). State B
(Fig 25) exists on R11/1-4 and all stamps in
the remaining nine rows (R1-5 and 12-15).
except that the RPSNZ noted in 7be Postage
Stamps of New Zealand that State A was found
on some sheets from FP 42854 at R2/8.
3/~-8. 4/7-8 and 5/7-8 and it was
suggested that as RS/8 showed evidence of
a re-entry. it was likely that others had also
been re-entered using the unflawed impres-
sion on the roller. All stamps from FP
42854 show State B, but with the exception
of R8/~-8 they also show additional
damage to the frame line in the top rignt
corner. This is State C (Fig 26). the damage
or flaking 1o the roller did. of course. occur
just before R8/6 was laid down. Vertical
pairs from the relevant rows show States A
and B and B and C. A very few horizontal
pairs show the same combinations.

Cenre Puae Vaneues, The vertcal iines on
the right are doubled on R5/1 from CP
42851 and this is most noticeable in the
outline of the tree trunk ‘which, with some
artistic licence. appears as if the sun i
shining from the right side tFg 27 R3.2-3
also show verv slight doubling of the tree
CP 42852 has two vaneties. The first, at
RE’1. i~ much like the doubling on RS}
already  described. The second is RE'S
where there is shight doubling of the
verticai lines on the stamp. The easiest 1o
detect are the lines of shading depicting the
glow from the furnace. just to the right of
the large book holding the chain (Fig 28
With care it is reasonably easy 1o pick vut
singles using 2 glass. however. the posses-
s1on of a marginal and positional block doces
simplify matters.,

Frame Plate Varieties. A very strong glass s
needed to adentify the four examples of
doubling that follow. Thev resemble the
MINOT INSUNCEs oCcurring on the Ascenwion
fad 8 August 19800 and are equalic
difficull 1o pick vut as single copres. There
are two on cach frame plate. The most
promunen: occurs on R3/8 trom FP 42822
where the outer horizontal frame hine in the
bortom lett corner is doubled (Fig 291 The
outer top trame line n the upper nght
corner of R!5 1 trom the same plate s
slighth doubled with the inner line beiow
the dove much thicker than normad On
sheets rrom the other plate the op outer
frame hne s considerably stronger  than
normai on Ro'1 and 3 trace of doubling can
be seen at the far right. The lines of
horizontal shading behind the dove abo
show strengthening. At R11/8 slight doub-
ling of the outer frame line occurs on the
right side throughout its length and a trace
aftects the mmner line in the top right corner

Confetti Fiaws. 1t v noted in the RPSNZ
account of the 1946 Peace dssue thas an
severdi vaiues instances were found where
i piece 0! papes had been on the surtace ot
the sheer when it was printed and when
this paper subsequendy tell oft o whne
patch would appear on the stamps. These
white patches are generaliy  circular or
cresceni shaped.” 1 have not seenan

Cayman Islands stamp sbowing a ‘confetti
Jflaw’ over the YM' of ‘CAYMAN'". Several valu
of the Peace issue bave been noted with tbis

printing defect :

example from the Peace Issue. but othe
can be found on stamps printed by Brac
bury Wilkinson. It scems probable. ther
fore. that those mentioned by the RPSN
were cither the 1d. or 2d. values as bot
were printed by that security printer. Th
accompanying photograph of a 1950 Cay
man Islands 2s. illustrates this randor
occurence. C P Rang believed that thes
defects resulted from a specific Bradrur
Wilkinson working practice whereby sev
cral holes were punched in the margin ¢
the paper before printing to help correc
registration. These holes were five mill
metres in diameter and the dises of pape
were usually swept away.

Occasionally, a dis¢ would remn an
adhere 10 the sheet. thereby receiving th
impression. 1t only one plate was used 2
unprinted circle wouid be lett when th
disc eventually fell off the sheet. On th
other hand, if the disc was present whe
the frame was printed, but absent at th
ume of printing the centre then 2 semn
circular or halt-moon shaped white patc!
would be the result as happened to the 2:
value. In every instance there s a circula
depression on the stamp due o th
thickness of the dise as it wis pressed int
the sheet by the plate during prinung
Examples make an interesting addition u
a collection—when they can be found

Postmarks

As a concluding aside to Part 24 it is wort
noting that many New Zealand serviceme
were on duty n japan when the Peace ssu
wis placed on sale 2t military post office
coincidentally  with s release in Ne
Zealand on 1 April 1946, Consequenthy
any used copics bedring postmarks fror
army oor Gir torce post offices desen
special attention.

Part 25 (GSM August 1992) will describe 4
varieties occurring on the 8d. and Yd. values of 1
Peace issue. Part 20 (November 1992) will begin
survey of the overprini varielies on the 19-

Rah, landiall

!

Collectors interested in the KRGV era
miy wish 10 join the King George Vi
Collectors” Society . cro 24 Sourwood
Road. Bournemouth. BHOG 3QP. Over
half of the 1ot membersiup of 200
hve outside the U nited Kingdom
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