KING GEORGE VI VARIETIES

Part 22—St Kitts-Nevis 1950 Tercentenary Issue

Introduction

Part 20 G M August 199 ) gave detals of the
Judnuties printed. despatch dates. mose prob-
Able method of overprinting the small and
farge rormat stamps and the few more notice
4biC Overpring varicties to be found on the
former te IdL Ued. and 20 ad. Parg 22 will
desenibe the overprint varieties and the head
4nd rrame plate flaws that occuron the Ad. od.
and bs itwill conclude with remarks concern-
i shades that have been noted and the owo
witermark errors on the 1/ .

Whenstudving overprings itis alwavs neces-
NN RO Reep inmind the surtace ot the seamp
chc\vcngru\'nng produces an uneven surtace
<> the printed design consists of ridees of ink
that stand up trom the face of the stamp: thev
canbe et with the tp ot the tinger. in contrase
~amps srinted by tvpography ( letterpress or
photogravure offer an even surface. A broken
'eter on g recess stmp may be nothing more
hdn e talure of the ink trom the oy crprint
i URIT TO penetrate into the valley berween
twondees onink. The +d.. 6d. and 84 prctorial
vilues iocally overprinted as part ot the 1942
Bahamas [andfail issue and the 194~ Barbados
Ild.on 2d. surcharge provide many examples
of broken letters and figures formed in this
wav. The St Kitts-Nevis values overprinted tor
the Tercentenary issue were printed by
LYpoORraIpNY. but even then it is necessan 1o
dixcover at least. some identical faules in the
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overnontbetore it can be claimed that a defect
Wis consant tor some part of the overprinting
run. A rurther complicating factor is that over-
light inking can sometimes produce deftects.
Equailv grease or oil on the overprinting plate
can be the cause of startling results. For exam-
ple. the overprinton R10/3 from a sheet of the
3d. [ have examined is so badly affected that
1950 is aimost invisible—the probable resuit
of grease or oil on the plate preventing adhe-
ston by tneink. Other very nouceable varunts
can be caused by intrusions resulting from
excessaink tilling up the type or toreign bodies
lodging in or near the letters and tigures. They
print i~ ~pecks. blobs or filled in letters and
cdn grow and alter in shape and suddenty dis-
dappear should  the overprinuing unit be
cleaneu Accidenal damage o the pe is
dnother source of varieues, while malformed
tYpe caused possibly by an wir bubble in the
metal mav lead to deterioration which can
cventuaily printas a detect.

Overprint Varieties on the 3d.,
6d. and 1s.

The overprints on the three large tormat bi-
coloured stamps. with their larger letters. offer
~eope tor the variety hunter. Thev certainty
cHuse ess strwin on the eves. Waugh picked
out creht and details of these will be gven as
well s «ome others that seem of equal mert.
Nome ure common to all three values. some to
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Just the 3d. and 6d. and a few are confined to
the 3d. This pattern suggests that the order of
overprinting was most probably Is., followed
by the 6d. and then finally the 3d.

Varieties common to all three values. On R1/1 the
top of the letters “[L' show damage (Fig /) and
the second 'R of " TERCENTENARY" has 2 hole
in 1ts diagonal leg (Fig 2). On R1:2 the first ‘E'
has states of damage or deterioration to the
centre bar—a mere trace on the ls.. develop-
g 1nto a break on the 6d. (Fig 3) and becom-
ingmuch larger on the 3d. (Fig ). The thin foot
of the 'S" of "1650’ on R2’1 comes in three
states—thin on the 1s. and 6d. ( Fig 5), verv thin
(Fig 6) and then normal on the 3d. At R22 the
right serif of the "Y' is thicker than normal and
this seems more noticeable on the 1s. and 6d..
but this could be the result of extra ink (Fig 7).
The first "T" on R2/3 has a much extended left
~enron the cross bar (Fig 8) and on R3/1 the
frst' A or ANGUILLA” has a badly damaged top
(Fig 9). Further along the third row on the
tourth stamp the same letter has suffered less
damage (fig /0). On R6/3 the second 'N' of
“TERCENTENARY" has a break at the junction
of the diagonal and the right verucal (Fig [/ and
shown on the front cover ) and on the fourth stamp
ofthe same row the second "N" has a hole in the
diagonal that readily tills with ink (Fig 12). The
second 'L on R6G/S also has a hole (Fig 13). On
R™ 1 the tops of ‘IL are damaged 1n a simular
wavio R 1(Fg/+)and on R85 the 'Y has lost
s right serit ( Fig /5). The upper curve of the
Gis sliced right through on R1 1,5 ( Fig 16)and
below. on R12°S. the cross bar on the first A’ of
ANGUILLA is verv weak and can. someumes.
be broken while on the left side of the second
‘R’ slight damage shows on the 1s. and 6d. (Fig
/7y which deveiops into a pronounced nick on
the 3d. ( fig 18).

Varieties on the 3d. and 6d. ( Except where
noted). On R2 1 the second 'L of 'ANGUILLA”
has a weak spot at the top of the verucal shart
[tis parucularly noticeable on the 3d. (Fig 19
but. although suscepuble to ink-filling, it does
appear that some copies of the 6d. were not
atfected. The second 'E’ in “TERCENTARY" has
a chip in its vertical on the left side (Fig 20
The first "A" 0f 'ANGUILLA’ on R3/2 has a dam-
aged top (£ig 2/) and on R5/1 both the letters
are similarly damaged (Fig 22). A minute nick
in the inside neck of the *6" of *1650° occurs on
ROG/ 2 (Fig 23 ¥—saunders noted its presence on
the 1s. as well. On the third stamp in the same
row the second "R also has a nick (Fig 29 und
Jront corer ) and another hole shows in the leg or
the same letter on R™1 (Fig 25). Saunders re-
ported that the top of the first 'A” of 'ANGUIL
LA on RY“1 was damaged on all three values.
but Lhave only seen this on the 3d. and 6d. (Fig
26). The second 'L on the same stamp has 4
curved rather than straight edge at the top or
the verucal shart (Fie 27). The damage to the
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Seeond N OFANGUTLL on RO+ wis scen by
Nanders on the 3d. and 6d.. but | have only
seenit on the f:xxtcrll'l:e.!c‘f ). Ink mav have tilled
in the hole on my copics of the 3d. or perhaps
the letter was repaired because the weuakness
threatened o break the foor ot the leteer.
ANGUIEIA on R1 | 2is a maverick in that the
ANT T and seeond AT show damage or (e-
terioration. However, the dentin the right side
of the firsg A’ oceurs on all three values ( Fig
29). the 6d. has a weakened I (Fig 30) and
seecond Cy” (Fig 31). while the 3d. has a de-
teriorating leg to thelecond 1 Fig 32). worse
damage to the T(Fig33 ora straight break ( Fry
J4) Saunders Saw sheets with substantially
more damage, notably g the I As an added
bonus a large black blob attects the second v
on the Od. (Fig 31).

Varieties on the 3d. ONR2 S the S o 193 has
Ldecidedy wegk, even broken, tagl LFiy 35,
'he "Half-moon variety on R6G 3 has alrcady
been described in Part 21 and has special im-
poraance relating to the printng order of the
three values. A coloured illustration appears
on the tron cover, The first " A" or  ANGL TLLA
has taken a Knock on Ry > (Fig 36) and the tasl
ot the 'S of "1950" on R1O/S is very thin (Fiz
a0 Lastlv. on R | 3the N can have, depend-
INgoninking, 1 hole Jow down in the diagonal
(Fig 38).

Order ofnverpn’n(ing. The overprine varietes to
be found on the three values, then two and
finally onlyv on the 3d. have been described in
the preceding paragraphs. The implication is
that the Is. was overprinted first (in red),
followed by the 6d. and then the 3d. Certainiy
the presence of the “half-moon on RO 3 and
the mussive break affecting the middle bar of
the 'E on R1 2 op the 3d.. plus the other
smaller faults vceurring only on thye value,
pomt most strongly 1o it being the Tast o be
overprinted.

Head and Frame Plate F; laws
'he head and frame plate taws on the 'KGV I
large kev-plates. printed by De La Rue. are very
well known angd have excited mnterest since
the 19405, Thev have been described in great
detail by R W Dickgiesser and g P Yendall in
their recently published. ang excellent. book
cntitled Aing George VI Lurge Ker Tvpe Stamps of
Bermuda. Leeward Isiangs and Nyasaland. The flaws
on the King George VI sp Kites-Nevis large
format definitives have not evoked such in-
terest. However, in 1985 Peter Baldwin, whe,
HING Dickgicsser ang Yendall, s member ot
the King George V] Collectors™ ~ ]CIETY. pub-
fshed An fnterim SMudy of the KGIV Aey-frpe Mampy
L NE Rt Nepyy INB8—=1950 e oventy-seven
PURe study s chockull or nformation aboug

the six values 2d . 5d o Is. 2y od and Se
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ranging trom tabulated derals ol the printings
and a Step-by-step sorting Luide to the identi-
tication of constant head and frame plate Hawss.
Baldwin did not include the special printing
tor the 1930 'l'crccn(cnur_\' issue s, although
the same plates were uscd. it was outside the
SCope of his 'nvestiganon. Its. therefore, with
thanks to him tor his detaled work on the
other releases that | <an otfer information ab-
out head and frame plate laws on the three
overprninted values. Comment will be res-
tricted to them with only brief mention of the
carlier refeases. where relevane.

5d. Head and frame plate flaws. [¢n stamps show
evidence of the 19 Haws described by Baldwin
on carlier releases, It 5. 0fF course, perunent
that the same head phate was used for the 2d..
Isand 25 6d. On R 3 the break in the shading
lines close o the King's cur persises (Fig 39,
while on R1 4 the damage o the top right
corner orthe frame outlining the two figures is
very clear (Fig ), For Lood measure another
line of shading to the left of the King's neck on
RT3 <till shows aclear break ( Fig t1)and there
is 4 sliver protruding tfrom the right side. The
nick in the frame surrounding the King's head.
below the neck is present on RO+ ( Fig 42) and
on RK 3 g Mrong mick in the base of the neck
shows wef) (Fig43). Although the break in the
horizoneal shading below the NOsCs no longer
presenton RY/3 the nick in the inner edge of
the frame above the right tigure 1s evident ( Fig
). On RI1L 3 the large nick in the trame
dround the King's head has been repaired and
thickened (Fig 45). but the scratch in the hair
Vo millimetres above the car s sull there as
well as the break in the righe vertical frame,
surrounding the figures, which extends into
the background. The heavy miek in the ourer
edge of the same frame in the lent corner of
RI2 1 s CASV L0 pick out ( Fig 46, providing it is
not hidden by the overprint—a hazard that is 3
consant threat on other samps as well. On
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RI272 the southawest outer edge of the oval
frame has a roughened dppearance indicu(ing
drepair to the severe damage on the 1941 -8
refeases. deseribed by Baldwmn in his study.
The minute break in the cighth row of shading
dirccay below the Ring's cur persises, OnR12

5 the slight damage to the outer verucal edge
of the righe trame line adiacent to the skirt of
the right-hand tigure. that ries occurred in
Y947 also continues CEig 170 Al the trame
plates were, ot course. umque to cach value
andan general terms suftered less damage. On
the 3d. frame plate the red ovy frame sur-
rounding the medallion with the King's head
fusabreak at R S(Fig48). The stamp below at
R2Shas anickin the side frame which appears
0 be residual damage after 3 repair, as the
frame line is thickened (Fig 49). Another smail
nick in the outer edge of the lower right
omamental tramework oceurs on R+/2 (Fig
7). On the 194~ issues Baldwin noted an
unplated break in the slightly curved outer
frame line, above the 'S of NEVIS' that joins
the vertical of the right value tablet, | have not
heen able to find this on the I'crccmcnur)'
Issue. but the area on RI 4 42 45 und 5/
~hows a much thickened trame line. so much
~0 that only two. rather than three lines of-
horizontal shading appear. This mav have been
the result of heavy inking. on the other hand.
VnCormore could be the result ofrepair work.

0d. head and frame plate flaws. It is worth noting
that the same head plate was used for the Ss
Baldwin reported noticeable damage to the
aorth-west side of the oval frame surrounding
the figure or Columbus on RS 5 trom earlicr
prnungs—iuhe repair shows as 4 marked thin-
aess n the width to the trame, There is also a
slight dent 1n the frame at much the same
Position on RY/5. A smaijl break in the lower
et edge of the coat worn by Columbus per-
SNMS on RIO~ (Fig 57) When dealing with
carlier printings Baldwin described two small
breaks in the horizoneal lines ofshading by the
King's forehead on RIl 2 the one adjacent to
the evebrow no longer shows. bue the other,
plus atresh one, are visible near the hair at the
ront of the head (Fig 52). Baldwin 1lso noted 2
break in the outline of the head of Columbus
on R12'35 on printings after 1944, (¢ appears
that could have been 4 general weakness as
many impressions for the Tcrcemenar_v print-
ng carry this minor detect (Fig 53). The frame
plate for the 6d. has its share of smail impertec-
donsand a top left corner block of six features
4l but one. On R the two innermost centre
frame lines are broken ( Fig >4 ind can be
detected casihy on lightly inked stamps. Bald-
wIn found six faws oceurring on R2.2 at one
{ime oranother On the Tercentenany printing
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4 break in the left frame line (slighty below
the example on RI/1 continues (Fig 55). us
does a tiny nick in the trame betow the V' of
NEVIN'(Fig 56). He also described a dent in the
traume on the north-east side of the lett oval
which was repaired in 1948—¢vidence of the
WOrk can be seen with a very good glass. The
inner edge of the right oval on R1/3 continues
to carry a nasty nick at the 2.30 position | fig
573 Finmally, a very small break in the frame
below the second T of 'KITTS on R12/4 1s sull
dertectable ( Fig 58).

Is. head and frame plate flaws. As the same head
plate was used tor the 3d. it is not surprising
that the carlier remarks are relevant to the 1s.
Six frame plate variants can be found on tour
stamps. The first affects R3/1 where a clear
break occurs in the frame in the top left corner
ot the right value tablet (Fig 59). Another break
- ordentin the outling affects the foot of the 1s.
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in the right value at R3/2 (Fig 60). RG/3 has a
break in the frame almost opposite the King's
nose (Fig 6/) and a tiny dot of colour in the
border berween the outer and inner frame
lines in the north-cast corner of the stamp
Baldwin reported a large break in the outer
line which first occurred in 1938 and con-
unued until 1949. [ can only surmise that the
dot of colour is. in some way, related to the
repair. In his study Baldwin also noted that
R121 had five flaws at varying times. Two can
be found on the Tercentenary Is. and both
afect the right edge of the central green frame
line. A slight dent is just noticeable opposite
the King's mouth and another occurs at the
juncuon of the frame lines by the evebrow

Shades

In March 1951 W M Rovale commented in
Stamp Mirror on the shades he had notced
when e¢xamining many sheets of the Ter-
centenary issue. His observations, made when
there was plenty of material about. are worth
heeding. He noted that the 1d. could be found
in rose-red and pale rose-red. similarly the
! :d. was orange-vellow and very pale orange-
veilow. The 2'xd. so far as he was concerned
was blue and he mentioned that F R Metcalte.
the cditor of the Commonweaith Catalogue.
agreed with him. but had had to use ultramar-
ine in the first edition as it had gone to press
hetore the stamp had been released leaving
him no choice than use the information sup-
plied by the Crown Agents. In later editions
the colour changed to blue. However ‘Part I
still describes the 2'/:d. as bright ultramarine’
Rovaie found the 3d. to be the most variable
stamp in the set. with the frame either a deep
or pale bright-red and the centre either slight-
lv reddish-purple. usually of rather poor quali-
tv reproduction with white flecks in it or 1
stronger purple approximating to the normal
issue. He tound the colours of the 6d. to be the
Most consistent with a very slight variation of
the frame colour and the centre normaliy a4
dull bluish-green having a slightly more vel-
fowish tone on some sheets. [ have to add a
personal observation here as to my cve there
are two distinet shades of frame colour—puie
and dark. Rovale judged the green frame of the
Is. 4> constant. burt the centre existed in three

shades: vrey. grey-black and black. The over-
print varied tfrom pale to very deep red. For
those collectors with an uitraviolet lamp it s
worth looking at the centre of the 3d. and the
tframe or the 6d. as they are both tluorescent
aniline.

Readers of this series will know that occa-
sional digressions occur. Mention of a UV lamp
brings to mind the wonderful colours. as well
s changes in colour, that a lamp reveals when
used with KGVI stamps. The velver-like sheen
and rich brillance of some exampies introduce
1 new philatelic world. albeit in darkness.
Nevertheless. the glowing colours would test
the imagination of any catalogue cditor. Some
of the stamps of St Kitts-Nevis provide a good
starting point. The definitives of Basutoland,
Bechuanaland and Swaziland are worth ex-
ploring. as well as Mauritius small key-plates.
where one printing of the 2r.50 all but dis-
appears and another shows as orange—
startling changes bearing in mind that the
basic colour in daylight is violet.

Watermarks Errors

Two watermark errors on the 1'2d. have been
given catalogue status. A note in "Part 1’ states
that the ‘Crown Missing' and ‘St Edward’s
Crown’ occur on a row in the watermark in
which the crowns and the letters 'CA’ alter-
nate. [t is surprising that the same errors have
not been found on the 1d. and 2'd. values as
it is reasonable to assume that the 372 large
sheets of paper earmarked for the 1'2d. were
not specrally selected and were stacked with
the remaining 1486 sheets issued to De La Rue
on 19 July 1950. It is. of course. possible that
the sheets with the watermark errors. that also
occur on other KGIV colonial stamps, were
randomly stacked at the paper mill in Ivy-
bridge and were then issued as and when
needed. Nevertheless. although examining
stamps for such errors. ¢ven in sheet form. is a
tedious and tiring business, the discovery ot a
watermark error on either. or both. of the
other two values would be a remarkable
occurrence. It is always worth remembering
that a pair of sharp East Anglian eves spotted
the tirst known copy f the ‘Doubled Map’ on
the 1948 Falkland Island Dependencies 3d.
(GSM May 1991) and an unmounted copyv of
the well known ‘Doubled Map' on the 2d. was
sold for £300 (plus VAT and aucuoneer’s pre-
mium) at the "Wilson Wong sale of King
George VI material at Christie's on 23 October
1990.

Conclusion

At the start of Part 21 the words of Frank
Saunders were recalled when he wrote.

Money is necessary to win medals—but 2
keen eve produces interest cheaply.’ I recenty
saw the Tercentenary set in sheet form.
together with some other King George VI odd-
ments. fetch just £18 at a small auction. hope
that the buver has as much fun with his purch-
ase as [ have had with mine and that the details
l have given will kindle interest. not onlyin the
stamps of St Kitts-Nevis, but other issues.

Collectors interested in the King George VI
penod are invited to join the King George VI
Collectors”  Society. Information can be
obtained trom Richard Lockver. General
>ecremary. 2+ Stourwood Road. Southbourne.
Bournemouth. BH6 3QP.

Parts 23. 24 and 25 (GSM February. Mav and August
1992) will ve deroted to rareties nccurning on the
1946 New Lealand Peace [ssue. This wil he tollowed by
articles on the 1942 Babamas Lundfaii” set. A

G.S.M. November 1991




