~ KING GEORGE VI VARIETIES

Part 17—South Africa

Prologue—A Digression

A Pedley’s letter in GSM (May 1990) about the
expense of collecting new issues today turned
my mind back to 1948. It so happens that one
of the two commemorative issues released in
South Africa during that year, which will fea-
ture in this article, was a 3d. value to mark the
Silver Wedding of King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth. Mention of that event offers the
opportunity to digress and summarise some of
the views expressed at the time about the
costly omnibus issue authorised by the Crown
Agents for the Crown Colonies.

In April 1948 the Great Britain 212d. and £1
and equivalent overprints were issued and in
South and South West Africa the 3d. appeared.
Older readers will probably recall the furore
that then followed an announcement by the
Crown Agents that a Colonial Silver Wedding
issue, consisting of one low and one high
value, would be issued for each of 47 colonies
with a total face value of over £30. There was
also an ominous warning that, ‘Any additions
to the list will be announced later’. Within a
short time details of 11 extra sets to Malaya
were publicised. The news about this poten-
tial flood of high values came, not only, at a
time when many collectors could remember
buying the Colonial 1935 Silver Jubilee, 1937
Coronation and 1946 Victory omnibus sets at
new issue rates on a combined face value of
under £10, but also when the need foraGB £1
was being questioned.

‘An Empire Racket’ was the headline in GSH
(1 May 1948) over a hard-hitting editorial
concerning the announcement. It left little to
the imagination of the magazine's readers ab-
out the views of the two editors—Stanley Phil-
lips and CP Rang They pointed out that this
‘appalling step’ had been taken without con-
sultation with philatelic organisations and
forecast that it would provide a splendid
medium for illegal exports, while any immedi-
ate financial return from the legal export of
stamps to hard-currency countries, providing
that collectors there were not nauseated by
the racket and did buy them, would be far
outweighed by the eventual loss, caused by
the world-wide realisation that the stamps of
the British Empire were regarded as a means of
raising money. A scparate insert adcressed to
customers wishing to order the series inclu-
ded the remark that, ‘we should much prefer
that the whole trade should boycott the
stamps, but fear that this is not likely'. All this
may well bemuse the younger collector
today—after all £30 for an ominbus set for 47
countries may not be considered outrageous
in 1990. But to put the monetary side into
perspective Phillips and Rang were writing
when £10 was a good weekly wage, while an
Aircraftman 2. the most junior rank in the
Roval Air Force. had to do his best as a collec-
tor on 4s.(20p) a day!
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‘The Silver Wedding Battie’ was the head-
line for the editorial in the July GSM which re-
ported that the BPA and PTS had sent a
memorandum to the Secretary of State for the
Colonies setting out their objections to the
proposed issue and that, at the Philatelic Con-
gress in Bournemouth, a motion which depre-
cated the issue of high value stamps and urged
the Colonial Office to reduce the face value of
the series, had been passed by a large majority.
The Royal Philatelic Society had aiso sug-
gested this measure. Meanwhile Stanley Gib-
bons had sent out 10,000 circulars seeking the
views of their customers, some of whom had
already expressed themselves in very strong
terms in letters published in GSM. 2016 replies
were received with 1720 entirely opposed to
the inclusion of high values. A large pro-
portion urged their exclusion from the cata-
logue, a step, which Stanley Gibbons disclo-
sed, had been considered at an early stage.
However, it had been decided that as the
stamps. though in many cases unnecessary for
postal purposes. were going to be used in the
normal course, they had no option but to in-
clude them in the catalogue, bearing in mind
that there was enough dictatorship at the time
and the company had no right to tell custom-
ers what they should collect.

In August, GSM reported that Stanley Gib-
bons had received a letter stating that, ‘The
Secretary of State for the Colonies sees no
sufficient reason why Colonial Governments
should not celebrate this important occasion
in the same manner as His Majesty’s Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom’. The letter also
included the comment that if any changes in
the values of the Colonial stamps were to be
introduced at this advanced stage in their pro-
duction there would be a serious delay in their
issue, which it was felt should take place not
later than the end of 1948. This matter of delay
was also given as the reason why the high
value stamps could not be surcharged with
lower values as had been suggested. The editor-
ial reaction in GSM was that-a mistake had been
made. but havirig started production it would
have been difficult to abandon the issue or to
alter denominations although the results of
the original action would be so serious that
one or other should have been taken whatever
the difficulties. Thev noted that the British £1

stamp and its overprinted equivalents had
already provided a medium for widespread
illegal exports and were selling at a heavy dis-
count abroad. They forecast that this would
happen to the Colonial high values. This men-
tion of illegal export of stamps may seem far
fetched in 1990, but in 1948 all kinds of con-
trols were in force, not only affecting curren-
cy, but more mundanc items. For cxample, a
short paragraph on the back page of many
editions of GSM explained regretfully that as
the maximum number of copies permitted by
the Paper Control were being printed, new
subscribers would not be accepted and their
name would be placed on a waiting list.

Finally, in the September GSM a short editor-
ial looked to the future suggesting that it
seemed unlikely that, even though the Silver
Wedding issue would appear, the Colonial
Office would repeat its mistake because of the
strength of feeling expressed by so many. In
the following month orders were being
accepted for the complete Colonial set at £47.
The advertisement reiterated the view that the
issue was an imposition on philatelists and
warnied that after the last set was issued Stan-
ley Gibbons would not maintain stocks of the
high values and would not be buyers of them.
In the event, although the bulk of the issue
appeared in later 1948 and early 1949 the
Pitcairn Islands and Gilbert and Ellice Islands
did not release their stamps until August and
29 August 1949. This spread did help sales and
where the high cost inhibited collectors many
chose to buy either just the low values or
those up to Ss. Cecil Rose, in his amusing
autobiography 7en Under Cat, when considering
the demand for post-war omnibus issues noted
that whereas he had sold 4,300,000 of the
1946 Victory issue only 450,000 Silver Wed-
ding stamps passed through this hands—a fact
he attributed to the number of high values in
the latter.

The last sombre words in this saga are taken
from comment by the RPS published in the
October GSH—'..we certainly cannot recom-
mend the purchase of these stamps to the
serious philatelist. In fact, we see no reason
why any collector should consider his collec-
tion necessarily incomplete because these
stamps are not included’. 1948 was an inter-
esting Philatelic Year.

The 3d. Silver Wedding

Fortunately for the King George VI variety
collector only a few minor flaws affecting the
low values on the Crown Agents set have been
identified (see GSM February 1990). More
fruitful areas of interest have, therefore, to be
sought elsewhere and the 3d. value issued by
South Africa to commemorate the Silver Wed-
ding fills the bill. The design and imaginative
use of silver and blue makes a pleasing change
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from the standardised design of the CA low
values and the damage to the pocket caused by
the high values. The silver areas were printed
from Interior Cylinder No 48, with Exterior
Cvlinder No 6923 printing the dark blue. The
sheets of 120 (20 rows of 6) were printed at
the Government Printing Works in Pretoria
and, as usual, the stamps alternate in English
and Afrikaans. Sheets were overprinted for use
in South West Africa. The Commonweaith cata-
logue notes that 5,070,000 pairs were issued,
including those overprinted.

Varieties

Thirteen constant varieties can be identified.
Row 1/1 features the first—a blue dash after
‘POSTAGE’ in the left tablet (Fig 1). Under-
neath, at R2/1, a blue mark occurs at the back
of the King’s neck (Fig 2). The word ‘SILQER-
BRUILOF on R8/3 has’ a stroke of colour
through ‘RU’ (Fig 3) and a blue spot can be
found in the south-cast corner of the right
frame line on R9/4 (Fig 4). An easily scen re-
touch affects the centre of the right frame lines
on R14/5 (Fig 5) and a white arc appears be-
tween the heads of the King and Queen on
R15/3. The adjacent stamp, R15/4, has a blue
flaw in the centre of the right hand frame lines
(Fig 6). On R16/5 the hyphen between ‘SUID’
and ‘AFRIKA’ is broken and shows as two dots
(Fig 7) and on R17/1 a large blue flaw covers
the upper lip of the Queen. The fifth stamp on
the same row features a large spot on the
King’s temple (Fig 2) while the Queen has a
faint line through her eye. Another large and a
smaller spot disfigure the King’s forchead on
R20/2 (Fig 2) and lastly a smudged dark blue
line shows, just to the right of the top of the
King’s head under ‘SILWERBRUILOF on R20/
3.

The 114d. Natal Settiers

& The 1V2d. Natal Scm:g Centenary stamp was
\[} ‘issued on 2 May 1948/ only six days after the

3d. Silver-Wedding ‘Both stamps were with-
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drawn from sale on 30 June 1948. Common-
wealth states that 29,976,740 pairs of the 11/2d.
were issued in sheets of 120 (20 rows of 6).
With so many issued in such a short time it is
not surprising that there seem to be plenty
about today. Varicty hunting is, therefore,
reasonably easy and even at full catalogue
(15p per pair) there will not be any need to
take out a second mortgage!

Muscott’s of Godalming noted the existence
of varieties in their advertisements in contem-
porary philatelic magazines. However, before
describing any of them it is worth noting that
although claret is the allocated colour in ‘Part
1', Commonweaith gives two—reddish choco-
late and brown-claret. It is fair to simplify mat-
ters and say dark and pale claret. The shade
difference is important as the dark claret
sheets were printed from Cylinder No 29—
the number is shown in the vertical margin in
the bottom right corner—and the pale un-
numbered sheets came from Cylinder No
7021. (Commonweaith says the reverse to be the
case, but having examined many sheets,
thanks to the kindness of J Sanders of South-
ampton, I am convinced this is 2 mistake.) As
usual, acrows mark the centre of the four mar-
gins, however, the arrow in the bottom margin
of sheets from Cylinder No 29 is slightly defec-
tive (Fig 8).

Varieties Common to Both
Cylinders
4s a multi-positive plate was used some
varieties are common to both cylinders. They
all occur in the lower half of the sheet. On the
11th row there are three. R11/1 has what
appears to be an extra line of rigging at the top
right of the foremast, with the mark con-
tinuing into the sky (Fig 9). R11/2 has an extra
streak of colour that leads upwards from the
cloud to the frame line (Fig 10) and on R11/6 a
very large spot appears attached to the foot of
the 'S’ of ‘SUID’ (Fig I1). A zigzag line behind
the value on R13/2 is distinctive (Fig 12), while
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on R14/2 a prominent sideways V mark is
attached to the top of the main mast (Figi3).A
fine ‘paying-off pennant’ streams from the fore-
mast on R17/5 (Fig 14).

Varieties from Cylinder No 29
The most noticeable occurs on 29/5 where a
short, thick diagonal line crosses between ‘NA-
TAL’ and ‘SETTLERS’ (Fig I5). A much smaller
flaw on R10/1 affects one of the tiny figures on
the brow of the hill—the white background
extends into the sixth figure from the left giv-
ing the appecarance of a white garment (Fig 16).
On some sheets a vertical line shows just to
the right of this figure and bisects the figure
sitting down (Fig /6). The foremast on R17/1
exhibits some poor seamanship as a large coil
of rope is snaking down from the top yardarm
(Fig 17), further along the row on the third
stamp, a bracket-like mark appears in the sky

i below the hyphen between ‘1849’
and ‘1949’ (Fig 18). Unusual problems afflict
the flag on the mainmast on R18/3 as it appears
that it is prevented from flying freely by a rope
attached to a corner (Fig 19). Finally, on R18/4
a large dot occurs under the ‘8’ of ‘1849’ (Fig
20).

Varieties from Cylinder No 7021
A mark rather like 2 comet occurs over the ‘R’
of ‘SETTLERS’ on R2/4, with a2 good glass it is
possible to see a dark circular blob with a
fainter ‘tail’ ext upwards (Fig 21). The
small ‘1’ of 'V2d.’ on R5/5 has a notceably
longer serif (Fig 22) and further down the sheet
on R9/2 a small white dot appears in the mid-
dle of the large ‘1’ (Fig 23). R10/3—4 are both
associated with the next variety as a slanting
line crosses the white border between them
and passes through the right frame and adja-
cent vegetation in the design of R10/3 (Fig 24).
Minor spots occur irregularly on many stamps,
but the large one on R11/5, just below the ‘ST’
of ‘POSTAGE', is constant (Fig 25).

Continued on page 83
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shade difference, dark blue-green and deep
blue-green respectively. A small green dot
appcarsjustbclowmcarmwinmcn'ghtmzr-
gin on sheets from Cylinder No 60. Cylinder
No 1 was used for the 1%2d. and No 25 for the

of pairs overprinted for South West Africa: V»d,
847,440, 1'2d. 847, 380 and 3d. 607,980.

Varieties on the 154,
Three varieties are common to both cylinders.
First, a dot under the ‘T of ‘SOUTH’ on R1/5
(Fig 26). Secondly, a semi-circular patch of
light colour by the right edge on a level with
the neck of Mercury on R4/19 (Fig 27). This is
€asy to see, but difficult to illustrate, as is the
‘Halo’ or light patch of colour which appcars
between the ‘A’ and °F of ‘AFRICA’ on RS/11
(Fig 28). Cylinder No 31 also has three, 2 white
dot over the P’ of ‘WERELDPOSUNIE’ on R4/
13, a green spot on the ‘C’ of ‘AFRICA’ on RS/

left of the top of the 'S’ of ‘SOUTH’ (Fig 29). A
white dot shows near the left edge on R4/3
level with the face and exactly under the ‘S’ of
‘SUID’. On R5/20 threc dark spots break the
lines of latitude and longitude on the globe at
the lower right corner (Fig30). In the sixth row
the 12th stamp has a dot to the left of the right
elbow and the 17th displays two dark spots
superimposed on a white dash to the right of
the ‘L’ of ‘POSSEEL’ (Fig31).

Varieties on the 1144,
Ten varieties can be identified. The first row
has two—a dot in the top segment of the globe
on R1/8 (Fig32)and a broken ‘U’ of 'SOUTH’ on
R1/14 (Fig33). Thercisadotin the ‘2’ of ‘114"

tal line crosses the large ‘1’ of *11d. (Fig 36).
Another ‘Halo’ shows at the top of the ‘U’ of
‘SOUTH’ on R3/2, with the same letter being
cut on R3/8 (fig 37). A dark patch or ‘city’
appears on the Egyptian coast of the Red Sea
0n R3/12 (Fig 38) and the left wrist of M

is sometimes flawed on R4/18. There is
another dot in the ‘d’ of the value on R6/2 (Fig
39) and finally, on R6/10 there is a very dark
blob of colour just to the right of the ‘d’ of
‘1v2d’ (Fig 40).

Varieties on the 3d.

Sixteen stamps can be plated on the 3d. Com-
monwealth lists “The “C» Variety’ on R1/1 as the
letter looks decidedly like 2 ‘G’ (Fig 41). The
tenth stamp in the same row has a white spot
inthcscajustotfthccoastofSouth West Africa
(Fig 42) and the 13th has a white spot where
Lake Nyassa is located (Fig 43). The penulti-
mate stamp depicts a lovely variety as Mercury
wears a wristwatch (Fig 44) and on the last
stzmpinthcﬁxstrowavcrylargcda.rkspot
occurs under the ‘P’ of ‘POSSEEL’ (Fig 45).
There is only one varicty on the second row
and it is most distinctive—‘Lake Victoria’
appcars above ‘POS’ on R2/19 (Fig 46). (A cor-
ner block of four has three nice varieties. ) On
R3/1 a couple of large white dashes show abo-
ve the head of Mercury (Fig 47), while on R3/
12 2 ‘Star’ shines over Suez (Fig 48). A large
white dash occurs to the right of the ‘d’ of '3d.
on R3/19 (Fig 49). The fourth row has two
varieties—the fourth stamp has two ‘stars’ be-
tween the ‘3d,” and Mercury’s waist and the
tenth has another ‘lake’ just above the ‘ER’ of
‘UNIVERSAL’ (Fig 50). The ‘3’ on R5/6 has a
spur (Fig 57) and a dot by the right elbow. On
R5/11 an easily seen ‘Comer’ approaches the
back of Mercury’s leg (Fig 52). On R6/4 the
normal dot under the ‘d’ is cnlarged and a
white dash shows below, while R6/10 has a
white dot under the ‘CA’ of ‘AFRICA’ and R6/
15 has another over the line of longitude be-
low ‘NIE’ ( Fig53).

Part 18 in GSM November 1990 will describe varieties
on the 1946 and 1949 New Zealand Health Stamps
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